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Hedgerow Hat Trick – Malinda Griffin 

The multiple values of the humble and often ignored hedgerow are moving up the Biodiversity and 
Ecology agenda very fast indeed. 
 
Whether the hedged border of your garden or the hedgerows in our countryside, all healthy 

hedges can play a part in tackling climate crisis and wildlife losses. 

 Hedges are brilliant at capturing carbon – a hawthorn hedge, if kept at a height of 2.2m and 
2.6m wide, can capture 7.95 tonnes of carbon per kilometre per year. 

 Due to their presence at the level of pedestrians, hedgerows are natural barriers to harmful 
air pollution in our streets. 

 Hedgerows are the UK’s largest priority habitat – and are home to 80% of our woodland 
birds. 

 50% of UK hedgerows have been lost since WWII and of those that remain, 60% are badly-
managed. 

 The Climate Change Committee has advised that the UK needs to increase our hedgerows 
by 40% to meet our 2050 net zero CO2 emissions target, which means planting 200,000km 
of new hedgerows – the equivalent of half the length of the UK road network. 

 Healthy hedgerows are essential habitats for UK biodiversity, supporting over 2,000 species 
including the hedgehog and several European Protected Species, notably the dormouse, 
most species of bat, the great-crested newt and many more. 

 

 

However, the catch is in the phrase “healthy 
hedges” – the overuse of flailing machines 
tearing into hedge plants, sheer neglect leading 
to gaps and leggy growth, plus the loss of 
hedges due to building development and 
industrial scale farming, means there has never 
been a more important time for people to start 
planting and protecting these high-functioning 
mini nature reserves in our towns and 
countryside. 
 
Left:  Hedge planted by PAWARA at  
Sandy Brow, Purbrook in December 2014. 

Photo:  Terry Smith 
 

One recent project reflecting hedgerow importance was National Hedgerow Week: this is part of 
the Close the Gap project jointly sponsored by the Tree Council, People’s Trust for Endangered 
Species (PTES) and the Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) plus other groups.  Close the 
Gap is focused on achieving bigger, healthier hedgerows to contribute to a network of connected 
wildlife highways across the nation.  
 
The Tree Council is offering funding for Community Hedge Groups, either to plant new hedgerows 
this winter or to stop the gaps in existing hedgerows in urban or rural areas.  The deadline for 
applications is 8th August 2021.   
You can find out more about the fund and apply here: https://treecouncil.org.uk/ 
 

The Royal Horticultural Society has some useful guide for planting new domestic garden 
hedgerows or improving what you already have.  This includes when and how to plant, together 
with listings of hedging plants grouped by desirable features such as noise reduction and high 
rainfall/surface water absorption.  This sadly doesn’t mention pollinators or wildlife among hedging 
plant attributes, so some cross reference research will be necessary to achieve the best possible 
species support.  https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=377 
 

https://treecouncil.org.uk/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=377
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A list of trees used as food plants by butterflies can be downloaded from the HBTW website.  The 
list includes several native species that are often used for hedging and respond well to periodic 
cutting.  https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/files/2019/07/list-of-trees-used-by-
butterflies.pdf 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Above:  Front garden hedges in Seafields, Emsworth. 
 
Right:  This native species hedgerow with hedge trees on 
the Wayfarer's Walk was planted by The Friends of Nore 
Barn Woods 5 - 6 years ago. 

Photos:  Malinda Griffin  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Veteran Tree Discoveries on Pagham Harbour – Malinda Griffin 

I visited the RSPB Pagham Harbour reserve very recently, but hardly noticed the white egrets and 
noisy black-headed gulls as I had eyes only for some iconic oaks. 

 

Most of these oaks are only just hanging onto the 
hedgerow bank they germinated in maybe 20-30 
decades ago. This hedgerow bounds fields to the north, 
and protected people using the footpath at the edge of 
the harbour to Pagham church at Church Norton.  But the 
high tides and prevailing winds are steadily eroding the 
hedgebank, and these trees are slowly collapsing to meet 
the sea. 
 
However, the trees are very much alive, tenaciously 
clinging by their deep taproots and supported on their 
branches to create an avenue of horizontal growth.  One 
particular old survivor made me marvel; a hollowing, salt-
bleached sculpture of mainly dead wood. Its girth is now 
just 2.4m but was clearly much bigger in its prime. 
Nevertheless, it still produces a luxuriant canopy of large 
leaves from its split and fissured last main stem. It has 
been recorded on the Ancient Tree Inventory (Tree ID 
number 219657)   https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hayling Update – Eric Walker 

In June Tony Athill and I made a couple of visits to Mengham Junior School.  We had been given 
some tree data for about 25 trees on the school grounds by Hampshire County Council, which got 
us started.  I wanted to get the data ready for entry onto Treezilla and the school will be using it to 
meet a new Year Four curriculum requirement.  

https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/files/2019/07/list-of-trees-used-by-butterflies.pdf
https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/files/2019/07/list-of-trees-used-by-butterflies.pdf
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
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Several of the trees are given as Acer saccharum, with the common name Sugar Maple.  WikiHow 
gives an American view of Sugar Maple and poses aspects that may not apply to Hayling Island. 
Tony is number tagging all the trees we are surveying for this year's pupils, but it will be a help to 
next year and future years to see how the trees have grown. 
 
The 10-acres of woodland at Stoke Common, North Hayling, were sold by auction in June for 
£207,000. 

 

 

Above: View across the site. 

Left:  Ordnance Survey map of Stoke Common. 

Description:  This significant parcel of woodland is situated on the western side of Havant Road, 
shortly after crossing onto Hayling Island from Langstone. The site measures 4.21 hectares 
(10.41 acres) and runs from Havant Road on its eastern boundary to the Hayling Billy Trail 
(disused railway line) on its western edge which, in turn looks out over Langstone Harbour.  

https://www.aucspace.com/lots/23099-clive-emson-online-auction-2021-06-16-land-stoke-
common-havant-road-hayling-island-hampshire-po11-0lg 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Queen’s Inclosure – Terry Smith 

 

Our first task of the June work party was cutting down young 
sycamore to favour oak saplings (left). 
 
The previous month we had seen pink Spanish bluebells 
around an oak tree near to the houses in Park Lane.  They 
had clearly been planted deliberately and looked attractive, but 
Spanish bluebells are notorious for spreading rapidly and 
hybridise with native bluebells, so they had to come out.  A 
study by Plantlife found that one in six broadleaved woodlands 
contained hybrids or Spanish bluebells.  Pollination by insects 
visiting both species is probably a significant factor, but the 
problem is exacerbated by dumping of garden waste in 
woodland.   

 
During our previous work party we also saw three cornered leek 
on both sides of the path near to the Spanish bluebells.  The 
plant is a member of the alium family and gets its name from the 
triangular section of the stem.  It originates in the Mediterranean 

and is widely planted in gardens for its white flower where it soon takes over.  All parts of the plant are 
edible, so it is possible for gardeners to eat their way out of the problem.  We dug out all we could find, 
including a patch away from the path that looked as though it had originated from dumped garden 
waste.  We finished by dismantling one of several dens and sawing stakes for a dead hedge. 

https://www.aucspace.com/lots/23099-clive-emson-online-auction-2021-06-16-land-stoke-common-havant-road-hayling-island-hampshire-po11-0lg
https://www.aucspace.com/lots/23099-clive-emson-online-auction-2021-06-16-land-stoke-common-havant-road-hayling-island-hampshire-po11-0lg
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Common Small Ermine Moth 

Peter Wallbank saw this “moth caterpillar blanket” in a hedge in Fishbourne. It was a soggy blanket 
after the recent rain.  
 

 

 

Above:  Common Small Ermine Moth  

Photo:  Ben Smart (ukmoths.org.uk) 
 
There are three Yponomeuta moth species that do this, identified by the food plant.  Richard has 

confirmed, as the hedge was primarily bramble (probably with hawthorn and blackthorn as the 
main structure), this is almost certainly Common Small Ermine (Yponomeuta padella), also 
referred to as Orchard Ermine.  The other species are Spindle Ermine (Y. cagnagella) and Apple 
Ermine (Y. malinellus).   

 
The larvae construct webs as protection from predatory birds and wasps and enlarge the webs as 
they grow.  Infestation rarely occurs on the same individual host plants year on year, which gives 
hosts time to recover.  The moths are harmless and do not need to be controlled. 
 
Each species of small ermine has a slightly different lifecycle.  Most small ermine moth adults are 
active during July and August, mating and laying eggs.  Larvae hatch in late August and overwinter 
as caterpillars.  The immature caterpillars begin feeding in spring and are fully grown around June.  
When they are ready to pupate they spin a hard cocoon.   
 
There are some photographs of impressive webs here.  
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-5771311/Enough-make-skin-crawl-Thousands-
caterpillars-cover-entire-hedge-massive-web.html 
 
There is an unrelated species, Scythropia crataegella which also makes a web on hawthorn and 
blackthorn, but never on quite the industrial scale shown in Peter’s photographs.  There is also a 
sawfly, the Social Pear Sawfly which makes modest webs on hawthorn and cotoneaster (as well as 
pear) but, again, not on this scale, and the larvae are muddy orange in colour, compared with 
Yponomeuta which are pale with dark spots. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Correction – Leaf Miner 

The June issue included information on damage to the leaves of holm oak on Hayling Island.  The 
culprit was believed to be Holm Oak Blotch Leaf Miner (Phyllonorycter messaniella) caused by the 
larvae of a micro moth that was first recognised in Britain in 1996.  Adult moths have a wingspan of 
¼” and emerge in late June but are rarely seen.   
 
Richard Dickson informs us the damage illustrated is caused a moth leaf miner, and a new arrival, 
but it is Ectoedemia heringiella.  The species mentioned, Phyllonorycter messaniella is also 

common on holm oak, but makes a blister mine, and has been in the UK since records began. 
 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-5771311/Enough-make-skin-crawl-Thousands-caterpillars-cover-entire-hedge-massive-web.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-5771311/Enough-make-skin-crawl-Thousands-caterpillars-cover-entire-hedge-massive-web.html
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Leaf damage on holm oak. (Photo:  Eric Walker) 

Ectoedemia heringella has a wingspan of  

c. 5 - 6mm and was first discovered in Greater 
London in 1996, but its identity was not 
confirmed until 2001.  Since then it has been 
found across a large part of south-eastern 
England and as far north as Cambridgeshire. 
The larvae feed on holm or evergreen oak 
(Quercus ilex), creating a contorted gallery mine 

in the leaves. 
Usually there are several, often many larvae 
mining a single leaf.  Mines occur from 
November through to April.  The adult moths 
emerge in June or July and like many of the 
group are rarely seen. 
 
Thanks Richard. 

 
 
Big Butterfly Count 

This year's Big Butterfly Count, the world’s biggest survey of butterflies, runs from Friday 16th July 
to Sunday 8th August.  The Butterfly conservation trust asks people to spend 15 minutes in a 
sunny spot and count the number of butterflies that they see. You can do as many surveys as you 
want.  https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/ 
 
An identification sheet illustrating some of the species you are most likely to see is available to 
download. 
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/assets/charts/butterfly-id-sheet-england.pdf 
 
If you are really keen, the Garden Butterfly Survey allows you to record and report the butterflies 

that visit your garden over the course of a year.  https://gardenbutterflysurvey.org/ 
 
The Plantlife ‘Every Flower Counts’ survey is open from Saturday 10th to Sunday 18th July. 

Simply count the number of flowers in a square metre patch of lawn and find out how much nectar 
they’re producing and how many bees they’ll feed with your own Personal Nectar Score.  
If you did the survey last May, you’ll probably find your lawn is now home to more flowers – 
especially clover and selfheal – and producing more nectar at this time of year. And you’re likely to 
spot more pollinators such as bees and butterflies too.    
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/everyflowercounts/ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
First Aid Training 

TCV is unable to organise first aid training at present, but may be able to arrange training over the 
coming year if there is sufficient demand.  As an interim solution, the following videos cover the 
content of a first aid course and the first video on the list is particularly useful. 
 
Basic First Aid Training  (1 hour )        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErxKDbH-iiI 

Understanding and using a first aid kit  (2 min)    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gn6xt1ca8A0 

Primary survey  (4 min)          https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ea1RJUOiNfQ 

Fainting  (2 min)          https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddHKwkMwNyI 

Recovery position  (2.5 min)       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmqXqwSV3bo 

Treating shock  (3 min)        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61urGQrmeNM 

Choking  (2.5 min)         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PA9hpOnvtCk 

Using a defibrillator  (4 min)        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFvL7wTFzl0 

CPR  (4 min)          https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQNNOh8c8ks 

https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/assets/charts/butterfly-id-sheet-england.pdf
https://gardenbutterflysurvey.org/
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/everyflowercounts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ErxKDbH-iiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gn6xt1ca8A0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ea1RJUOiNfQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddHKwkMwNyI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmqXqwSV3bo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61urGQrmeNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PA9hpOnvtCk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UFvL7wTFzl0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQNNOh8c8ks
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Seizure  (3 min)          https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ovsw7tdneqE 

Heart attack  (3.5 min)         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDwt7dD3awc 

Burns and scalds  (3.5 min)        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Dxk23zzU4Y 

Dehydration  (1.5 min)       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXo5hmiFQmQ 

Angina attack  (2.5 min)       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cq9dYe2ed5I 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Diary Dates  
 
 
Friday 16th July to Sunday 8th August - Big Butterfly Count 

The Butterfly conservation trust asks people to spend 15 minutes in a sunny spot and count the 
number of butterflies that they see. You can do as many surveys as you want.  
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/ 

 
Monday 19th July  4.00pm - 6.00pm Havant Conservation Forum 

The summer meeting of Havant Conservation Forum will be held in Park Wood, Waterlooville.   
Local conservation groups will give updates followed by a tour of the site.  This is an opportunity to 
meet members of other local groups and find out what they are doing. 
 
Park Wood is a small area of semi-natural ancient woodland and it will be a short, leisurely, flat 
walk.  There will be an opportunity to walk around the much larger Queen’s Inclosure (opposite) 
afterwards.  Please advise if you would like to attend tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com  
 
 
Tuesday 20th July   09:45 – 10:45 - Brief for Tree Wardens on the England Trees Action Plan  

An exclusive briefing by The Tree Council for Tree Wardens on the new England Trees Action Plan.  

 

Members of Defra’s Trees and Landscapes Directorate team will 
be with us to share a presentation and answer your questions. 
This is your chance to explore how you, as Tree Wardens, can 
help deliver the plan to establish new trees and hedgerows and 
protect existing tree stocks across the nation over the coming 
years.  

What are government’s priorities at a national level? And what help might you need at a local level 
– working with your communities to plant, care for and protect your treescapes? 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/england-trees-action-plan-briefing-tickets-162428141945 
 
 
Monday 26th July 10:00am – 4:00pm - HBTW Work Party in The Queen’s Inclosure 

Tasks will include removal of invasive species (including laurel) and some coppicing. 
Please bring a packed lunch, refreshments, gloves and a high visibility vest if you have one. 

Meet at the main entrance in Park Lane, Cowplain, PO8 8AB at 10.00am.   
Parking in Park Lane (please do not park on the verge) or in Winscombe Avenue. 

Please contact Terry Smith to book a place. tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ovsw7tdneqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDwt7dD3awc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Dxk23zzU4Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXo5hmiFQmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cq9dYe2ed5I
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/
mailto:tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/england-trees-action-plan-briefing-tickets-162428141945
mailto:tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com
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Tuesday 27 July 1:00 - 1:30pm - Defending Nature Through Legal Action  

This free talk on YouTube from the Natural History Museum explores how the law should handle 
those who poach, pollute or otherwise harm the environment. 

Legal action against people and organisations tends to focus on punishment, but this hasn’t fixed 
the problem. An alternative approach is to use legal action to force offenders to fix the damage 
they’ve caused.  Join Jacob Phelps of Conservation Litigation and science communicator Khalil 
Thirlaway as they explore the possibilities. 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/events/nature-live-online-defending-nature-through-legal-action.html 
 
 
Saturday 31st July 10:00am – Noon - Friends of Hampshire Farm Meadows Work Party 

Details to be confirmed. 
For more information and to book a place:  hfmfriends@gmail.com 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  24th July 2021 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 

 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/ 

 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 

 
Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/events/nature-live-online-defending-nature-through-legal-action.html
mailto:hfmfriends@gmail.com
mailto:hbctreewardens@gmail.com
mailto:hbctreewardens@gmail.com
mailto:hbctreewardens@gmail.com
https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/
https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens

