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Spring Blossom 

 

 

 
Left:  Neil Mant spotted this rather 
impressive Blackthorn blossom on a walk along 
the Thames path near Abingdon.  
 
 
 
Below:  Cherry, Sovereign Lane, Purbrook.  The 
double flowers give a dense display of blossom, 
but I have not seen any insects on them.   

(Photo:  Terry Smith) 
 

 
 

  
 
 
After Malinda found an Amelanchier in Hollybank Woods I have started to notice them. 
Amelanchier is a genus of about 20 species of deciduous-leaved shrubs and small trees in the 
rose family.  It has several more common names including juneberry.   

 
 

 

 

Above:  Amelanchier in my neighbour’s garden. 
(Photo:  Terry Smith) 

Left:  This Amelanchier in Ralph’s garden is 
about 35 years old.  The berries are popular 
with blackbirds. 
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Cherry trees in Copnor Road, Portsmouth.  Who needs Japan!  (Photo: Pauline Powell) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Trees for Streets  

We have had a great response to our request for locations for street trees.  More than 50 locations 
have been suggested as potential locations for Hampshire County Council to plant more trees on 
residential roads during the next planting season, starting in November 2021.  Your suggestions 
will be submitted to the council in mid-May so you have a few days left to nominate a street for 
trees.  If you think of a location after that date they can still be considered for the following planting 
season, so please let us know using this form:  https://forms.gle/54rkMwYiKLiXSFKm6 
 
Generally, verges less than one metre wide will not be suitable. There may be other reasons why a 
location is not suitable, for example, underground services, overhead cables, proximity to gateway, 
sightline at junction or verge used for parking.  Please refer to the article in the March issue for 
more information. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
New Members 

Graham Crane - Emsworth 
Alan Davies - Emsworth 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Hayling Update – Eric Walker 
 
Northney Common 

On their re-scheduled date, the TVC bare-rooted tree whips arrived on 16th April, it should been 
15th March.  As required, a statement of what we were going to do and a map of where we would 
be working were put in the car park notice board in early April.  David Murray and I had been 
working on what from aerial view looked a suitable area, but it turned out to be too difficult to 
prepare for planting this year with the brambles and other plants 1.3m (4ft) high.   
 
Although time was short, we moved to a site closer to where we had planted trees last year and 
although there were brambles, there were clear patches.  It turned out that these clearer patches 
had brick and pieces of iron in it.  David said that the former Northney holiday camp had some of 
its facilities there and this was the debris from buildings that had been removed.  The notices at the 
car park were changed to reflect the changed plans.   
 

https://forms.gle/54rkMwYiKLiXSFKm6
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Polly and Lee with the newly planted whips. 

(Photo:  Eric Walker) 

By the time a working party was mobilised on 
18th April, sufficient clearance had been done to 
enable the whips to be planted in three 
sessions. 
 
Some of the whips we planted last year had 
been pulled out.  David reported having seen 
two deer in the area on a recent visit.  We 
concluded that as they browsed the top of the 
plant, above the spiral, they gave a tug on the 
stem and the recently planted whip came out of 
the ground. 

 
Usually when we are working, a passer-by asks what we are doing.  On one occasion at Northney 
a couple said they would like to keep the paths clear using secateurs.  This is a prompt that, unless 
brambles are trimmed back, unmaintained footpaths can disappear. 
 
Currently we are waiting for the tree whips from the Woodland Trust destined for Mengham Junior 
School.  These were scheduled for delivery in March, but the Trust had a double whammy, a 
cyber-attack that affected all of their systems and, of course, the Covid-19 restrictions.  Hopefully 
we will be able to report the good news next month. 
 
Over the last six years TCV has delivered 1,448.000 tree whips supplied by OVO Energy under the 
‘I Dig Trees’ scheme and new groups are invited to participate, see:  
https://www.tcv.org.uk/communities/i-dig-trees/ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Solitary Bee and Wasp Conservation – Terry Smith 

For the first of our monthly work parties we returned to Hundred Acres, a Forestry England wood 
near North Boarhunt.  We had been asked by Keith and Richard, local entomologists, to continue 
the clearance we started in October. 

Many of the resident solitary bees and wasps make their burrows in sandy soil, preferably on a 
sunny bank, and our task was to cut back vegetation on either side of a path to reveal clear 
patches.  The vegetation was a mixture of dead bracken, gorse and brambles with a few small self-
seeded birch.   
 

 

Cutting back brambles and bracken. 

 

A section of the cleared banks. 

As we were packing up we were serenaded by a small, but very loud, bird that Pam spotted at the 
top of a birch tree.  We debated which variety of warbler it might be and, after some research Pam 
declared it to be a nightingale, which was my first thought.  Nightingales have been recorded in 
Hundred Acres.  If anyone is unsure of a nightingale’s song, this link gives an extended recording. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyivcPUAz78 
 

https://www.tcv.org.uk/communities/i-dig-trees/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyivcPUAz78
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Watering New Street Trees in Havant Borough – Request for Volunteers 

April this year was the driest on record and the forecast to early June shows little sign of rain.  We 
have had several dry summers and, despite the ash leaves showing before oak, we cannot rely on 
a soak and drought is a real possibility. 
 

 

Hampshire Highways were very active in the 
recent planting season and there are around 
300 new street trees in Havant Borough that are 
likely to need supplementary watering.  The 
planting agreement with the contractors allows 
for each tree to be watered five times in the first 
season and the planting gangs have made a 
start.  However, watering may come too late 
because the contractors have to cover the 
whole county and this is often the period when 
trees are lost. 

 
Last year, Covid controls and a change of contractor reduced the number of watering rounds 
available to Hampshire Highways and additional watering was organised by Judy Valentine on 
Hayling and in Emsworth by Eva Mikuska.  There is no doubt some trees were saved by this 
action.  Hampshire Highways would be very grateful for any additional watering provided by 
volunteers this summer and would like to know which trees receive extra water.   
 
Watering needs to be co-ordinated to ensure trees are not missed or over-watered.  If you are able 
to keep an eye on and water street trees near you and, ideally, involve some of your neighbours, 
please let us know.  Please also let us know if you would be willing to co-ordinate a local watering 
group.  
 
A good soak once a week, to ensure the water reaches the full depth of the root system, is better 
than little and often which encourages shallow rooting.  Watering should ideally be carried out in 
the early morning or evening to reduce evaporation.  Water from a water butt, bath water or 
washing-up water can be used in place of tap water. 
 
Further information on tree watering is available from the Arboricultural Association website: 
https://www.trees.org.uk/Help-Advice/Public/Watering-young-trees-in-dry-weather 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
National Hedgerow Week 

The first National Hedgerow Week is being organised by The Tree Council for Saturday 29th May 
to Sunday 6th June and all Tree Wardens are encouraged to get involved in the campaign and 
raise awareness of the hedges in their communities. 
 
The week highlights the new Close the Gap programme focused on achieving bigger, healthier, 
better-connected hedgerows through planting and ‘gapping up’, gathering and sharing knowledge 
to improve hedgerow management, improving supplies of future hedgerow trees through local 
seed nurseries and by engaging the public with our important hedgerow heritage. 

More information here.  https://treecouncil.org.uk/championing-our-historic-urban-and-rural-
hedgerows-how-tree-wardens-can-help/ 
 

There will be a range of exciting hedge-inspired activities, and UK’s first All Natural Hedgefunds 
will be launched.  The Farming Hedgefund, in partnership with FWAG, will distribute £500,000 in 
grants to landowners in England to help them fill hedgerow gaps and plant 50km of new hedges 
next planting season.  A smaller Community Hedgefund will be available for volunteer Tree 
Wardens and local groups to plant new community hedges. 
 

https://petersfieldsociety.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45e38cfb52e1d059a63d9bed5&id=1b52e9eaa1&e=c6dc74dbef
https://treecouncil.org.uk/championing-our-historic-urban-and-rural-hedgerows-how-tree-wardens-can-help/
https://treecouncil.org.uk/championing-our-historic-urban-and-rural-hedgerows-how-tree-wardens-can-help/
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Discussing hedgerows 

Photo:  Judy Valentine. 

Other activities will include: 

 HedgeTalks - a webinar series helping the public 

get the most out of their hedges  

 'Talk to the Hedge' photo competition - a fun 

and thought-provoking campaign to get people to 
notice the hedges in their community  

 #hedgepledge - a social media campaign to share 
your love of hedges  

 A microsite packed full of helpful tips and growing 
information - 
www.NationalHedgerowWeek.org.uk  

 
If you have ideas for celebrating National Hedgerow 
Week locally in a Covid-aware way, please let us know!   

 
The project is funded by the government’s Green Recovery Challenge Fund, delivered by The 
National Lottery Heritage Fund in partnership with Natural England and the Environment Agency. 
Project partners include Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group, People’s Trust for Endangered 
Species, Moor Trees, University of Reading, Future Gardeners and Hedgelink.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Trees Face Double Dangers – Malinda Griffin 
 
Drought 

I hope by the time you read this some rain will have fallen, but the Solent and South Downs region 
had below average rainfall in March with only 51% of the long-term average of 67mm of rain.  Now 
April is likely to be the driest April since 2007 with only 18% of the expected average rainfall of 
73mm.  This, together with cold blustery winds earlier in the month, is bad news for the young trees 
planted during the winter and woodland understory plants on which so much of our biodiversity 
depends. Bluebells are unusually short-stemmed, and foxgloves, red campion and ferns are 
developing very slowly this year in cracked, parched soil. 
 
Our woodlands and trees are also having to withstand the double-whammy of high visitor numbers 
due to Covid restrictions: this has led to severe soil compaction and trampling creating many 
pathways through what was previously secluded. 
 
Healthy native woodland soaks up and retains water, so even in a drought it can stay too wet to 
burn.  But ecological imbalance and high visitor numbers can create the sort of conditions that 
make fires catch hold easily and spread fast. 
 
Fire Warning 

So now fire is another danger likely to cause ruinous harm to our woodlands.  Hollybank Wood has 
been the scene of five fire-brigade call outs to deal with concerted arsonist attacks.  Andrew Street 
commented, “The Hants & Isle of Wight Fire & Rescue have been absolutely incredible in 
combating the arson.”  He reported that Hants Constabulary are involved and there’ll be an 
increased presence in the area to reduce the threat to woodland, and local volunteers are involved 
in a co-ordinated Hollybank Firewatch.  
 
Working together to keep Hollybank Woods safe and secure is important.  Whether it is an after-
the-event detail or observation, reports of concern are invaluable to support the woodland and its 
community. Send your reports to: hollybankincidents@protonmail.com  
 
 

mailto:hollybankincidents@protonmail.com
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The timber stacks in woodland are vital in providing huge wildlife benefits, and many of the stacks 
have been undisturbed in Hollybank Woods since 2018 without attracting malicious fire-raising.  It 
seems something about Lockdown conditions has brought out the worst in some people. 
 

 

Part of Hollybank’s fire management strategy is 
to reduce the overall threat of widespread 
damage to the woodland and adjacent land.  
Isolated heaps are built to be hard to destabilize 
or pull apart, and though a stack will burn 
vigorously the heat is drawn upwards limiting 
the chance that fires jump to another stack.  

Stacks are built in areas of open visibility, 
allowing fires to be spotted early and giving the 
emergency services more time to contain the 
incident. 

Photo:  Malinda Griffin 
 

 

Nore Barn Woods has also seen almost 30 
barbeque fires lit in and around the wood, and a 
4-wheel vehicle churning its way across the 
stream from the reed beds.  Roy Ewing is 
concerned about the danger of sparks carried 
by the prevailing winds into the woodland. 
 
More of the hollowing oaks in Great Copse have 
been set alight (left), the trunks acting like 
chimneys. Huge quantities of litter, including a 
fridge freezer are in the Hermitage Stream. 
 
Photo:  Malinda Griffin 

 

 

A large fire has been lit under this fallen oak. 
 
Photo:  Terry Smith 

 

It is clear from the cans what this fire in  
Johnston’s Coppice has been used for. 

Photo:  Terry Smith 
 
Even Emsworth Recreation ground has seen bonfires and disposable barbeques near the 
skateboard park, plus broken glass and the inevitable litter that ends up in the Westbourne stream. 

Report fires as an Emergency – Dial 999 and ask for Fire & Rescue Service. 
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New Hedge in Havant Cemetery – Terry Smith 

In April The Friends of Havant Cemeteries planted a new hedge along the wall next to New Road 
in the St Faith’s section of New Road cemetery.  The ground had been overgrown with brambles 
which were removed in 2017 (see photos below). 
 

  
 
We prepared the ground by turning over the top one or two inches as turfs to suppress weeds, 
leaving a gap next to the wall to allow maintenance.  We needed to dig out the remaining brambles 
and nettles and uncovered a lot of large stones, indicating subsoil from burials, and an assortment 
of rubble and rubbish thrown over the wall.   
 
82 native species whips were planted, including 30 dog rose, with the remainder a mixture of 
hawthorn, blackthorn and dogwood.  The soil was very dry and, as the whips were planted late, we 
have been watering weekly. 
 
We have identified two other places where short sections of hedge can be planted and, subject to 
permission, that will give us something to do in the autumn. 
 

 

The ground prepared ready for planting. 

 

Watering the newly-planted whips. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Fruit Trees Planted in Petersfield 

75 fruit trees have been planted by residents in and around Petersfield - the blossom is beautiful 
and pollinators are benefiting.  This will be a rolling project for Petersfield Climate Action Network 
(PeCAN), recommencing in November 2021.  
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Emsworth Trees – Malinda Griffin 

We were unable to save this pine in the Bath Road Conservation Area.  We, and others, objected 
to the application to fell (APP/20/01229) and we asked for a TPO to be issued for the tree’s visual 
amenity at the end of Emsworth Sea the Wall walk. 
  

 
 
Photos:  Malinda Griffin 

 
 
Unfortunately, the tree fell short of qualifying for a TPO.  It is believed to be a Monterey pine that 
has received regular pruning to reduce the height, resulting in a more bushy appearance. 
 
A number of reasons were given for the Council’s decision to raise no objection.  The pine will form 
a very large, very dense tree to the due south of the owner’s garden and will cause very significant 
and increasing loss of sunlight on the property.  This means the tree will probably give rise to 
regular applications for reduction, or other pruning, taking away the ability for the tree to grow to 
anything near its full potential.  There would also be further requests for removal that are unlikely to 
be defensible at an appeal if the Council were to refuse. 
 
The reasons given by the applicant were the pine had been planted in the wrong position which 
had been outgrown and caused a nuisance by excessive shading of a greenhouse.   
 
The Council agreed with the applicant this was a case of the wrong tree in the wrong location. 
 
 
New TPOs  

 

We have been successful in securing TPOs for 
two magnificent pines between a refurbishment 
off Beacon Square, Emsworth and Chichester 
Harbour.  These trees are a distinctive feature, 
visible for miles and used as markers by 
yachtsmen in the Harbour. 
 
Fears were raised that these trees might be lost 
because they clearly screen the sea view from 
the house.  Group TPO (2120) 2021 covering 
both trees was made on 31st March. 
 
Photo:  Malinda Griffin 
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Woodland Trust Report: State of the UK’s Woods and Trees 2021 – Malinda Griffin 
 
Just 7% of Britain’s native woodlands are currently in good ecological condition 

 

Although the number of trees and woods in the UK today 
has doubled in the last 100 years, we remain one of the 
least wooded countries in Europe.  And we keep losing 
ancient woodland, ecologically our most important 
resource.  In addition, the remains of our ancient woods 
and trees are increasingly fragmented, and it is a 
challenge is to integrate them with other native habitats to 
form the backbone of plans for nature’s recovery. 

Woods, trees and their wildlife are barometers of 
environmental change, and currently also of the 
environmental threat obvious in species declines that 
ultimately threaten humans too. 

The recent National Forest Inventory study on woodland 
ecological condition highlighted the lack of dead and 
decaying wood, a low diversity of tree species, low 
occurrence of young trees and very little open habitat. 
These factors corroborate other studies about the causes 
of Britain’s biodiversity depletion. 

 
 
The Woodland Trust’s report presents these key findings: 

 
Although woodland cover is gradually increasing, woodland wildlife is decreasing – existing 
native woodlands are isolated and in poor ecological condition. 
 
There is also a widespread loss of ‘trees outside woods’, including treasured ancient trees.  This 
has led to a depletion of wildlife and losses from all our landscapes. 
 
Woods and trees are subject to a barrage of coinciding threats – not only from destruction for 

developments etc, but from insidious impacts such as climate extremes, imported diseases, 
invasive plants (eg rhododendron), pests (eg deer browsing) and air pollution.      
 
As a result, the resilience of many of our favourite tree species is severely challenged; horse 
chestnut, birch and rowan struggle with prolonged heat and drought, and even oak and yew show 
signs of failing due to lower water tables caused by greater water abstraction and unpredictable 
rainfall.    
 
Not nearly enough is being done to create high quality and resilient native woodlands as part of 

larger, coordinated ecological networks;  
Nor to replace individual trees in the landscape 
Nor to restore and better manage existing damaged woods.        
 
Yet we know woods and trees are essential for a healthy, happy society. They lock up carbon 

to fight climate change;  
Reduce pollution and flooding;  
and support wildlife and domestic animals to adapt to climate extremes in towns and countryside.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
 
The Woodland Trust recommends these priority actions to turn the situation:  

 
Invest in the future, including job creation in woodland protection, management and creation. 

 
Improve the evidence with regular assessments and baseline inventories of ancient/veteran trees 

and wood pasture, and of important wildlife sites to inform recovery. 
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Expand woodland and tree cover, aiming for a 30% canopy cover by ensuring more native 

woods and trees are integrated into new development and infrastructure in ways that connect to, 
and add to, the value of existing woods and trees. 
 
Enhance existing woods and trees; prevent new threats becoming a problem, rigorously 

implement protections through the planning system. 
Tackle climate change by radically reducing overall greenhouse-gas emissions from all sectors. 
 
The full report, with a wealth of research and detailed information….and some areas of potentially 
good news, can be downloaded from the Woodland Trust website, or by using this link. 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/state-of-uk-woods-and-trees/ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Diary Dates  
 

Wednesday 12th May 2:00pm – 3:30pm 
Involving Volunteers in the management of your churchyard, chapel yard or cemetery  

 

 
This is the fourth in a series of webinars by Caring for 
God's Acre.  We look at how to involve more 
volunteers in the management of your churchyard, 
chapel yard or cemetery.  
 
We have been working with fabulous volunteers for 
many years and here we share how we plan tasks, 
recruit (and keep!) volunteers.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-4-involving-volunteers-tickets-
148765845649?aff=erelpanelorg 
 

Wednesday 12th May  7:00pm –  9:00pm   
Valuable Verges - Open Zoom Forum - the Petersfield Society  

The guest speaker is Dr. Kate Petty, Plantlife’s Road Verge Campaigns Manager, who will explain 
why, and how, with less frequent and later mowing, flowers and grasses can flourish and boost 
biodiversity. 

Winchester City Council and Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council will speak about how they 
are rising to the challenge of biodiversity loss and the opportunities in Petersfield will be set out. 

More information here  https://petersfieldsociety.org.uk/project/valuable-verges/ 
Register here                https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/valuable-verges-tickets-151297935197 
 
 
Thursday 13th May  6:00pm – 7:15pm 
Plant Health Week: Spring Health Check Webinar - The Tree Council 

 

Join Jon Stokes, The Tree Council’s Director of Trees, 
Science & Research and special guest Andrew Gaunt, 
Plant Health & Seeds Inspector.  
 
Jon and Andrew will share tips, alerts and remedies 
and answer your questions to ensure happy, healthy 
trees now and into the future – with something for 
everyone, beginners and experts alike. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/plant-health-week-spring-health-check-webinar-tickets-
153973814825 
 
 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/state-of-uk-woods-and-trees/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-4-involving-volunteers-tickets-148765845649?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-4-involving-volunteers-tickets-148765845649?aff=erelpanelorg
https://petersfieldsociety.org.uk/project/valuable-verges/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/valuable-verges-tickets-151297935197
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/plant-health-week-spring-health-check-webinar-tickets-153973814825
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/plant-health-week-spring-health-check-webinar-tickets-153973814825
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Sunday 16th May  1:00pm - 2:00pm  Blossom and bloom - the significance of flowering trees 

One of a series of webinars curated by CPRE London as part of the 2021 Urban Tree Festival. 
 
Springtime tree blossom is celebrated in many cultures and has a variety of benefits, from its 
ecological value to its contribution to the landscape.  How can we understand and celebrate the 
wildlife value of native blossoming trees and the stunning visual impact of the introduced species.   
What do we mean by tree blossom? How does this differ from flowering trees? 
Chair/host: Neil Sinden Director of CPRE London  
Speakers:  Annie Reilly, Head of Producing, National Trust; Mathew Frith, Director of 
Conservation, London Wildlife Trust. 

https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021 
 
 
Tuesday 18th May 2021 12.30pm - 13.00pm Nature Live Online: Britain's Vanishing 
Plants - Natural History Museum 

 

Often overlooked, plants play really important roles in 
British ecosystems.  

Human practices such as the draining of wetlands, 
intensive agriculture or overgrazing, as well as climate 
change, are causing some of Britain’s plant numbers 
decrease dramatically, even to the point of extinction.  
Join botanist Fred Rumsey and find out more about 
these vanishing plants and the efforts that are being 
carried on around the country to recover them. 

Free online event – no ticket required. 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/events/nature-live-online-britains-vanishing-plants.html 
 
 
Tuesday 18th May  1:00pm - 2:00pm  Urban hedgerows - why they matter 

One of a series of webinars curated by CPRE London as part of the 2021 Urban Tree Festival. 
 
Urban hedges are a vital aspect of green infrastructure but their importance is often overlooked. 
They provide habitat for wildlife, restrict pollution along roads, and are sometimes remnants of 
older landscapes. Yet, hedges are under threat and declining across the country. How can we 
incorporate hedgerows into urban areas? What role can they play in parks, allotments and open 
spaces? 
Chair/host:  Sara Lom, Chief Executive, TheTree Council 
Speakers:  Megan Gimber, Key Habitats Project Officer, People’s Trust for Endangered Species; 
Mathew Frith, Director of Conservation, London Wildlife Trust; and Jon Stokes, HedgeLink. 

https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021 
 
 
Thursday 20th May  1:00pm - 2:00pm  Urban trees and climate change 
One of a series of webinars curated by CPRE London as part of the 2021 Urban Tree Festival. 
 
We live in a climate emergency and trees can play an important part in how we tackle rising 
temperatures, more extreme weather events and changing climates. What role can London’s urban 
forest play in helping to address these challenges?   How can we support the contribution of trees 
and woodlands in urban areas to mitigate the impact of climate change and manage risks? 
Chair/host:  Ruth Knight, Greater London Authority  
Speakers: Dr Kristen Guida, Manager, London Climate Change Partnership; Prof. Mathias 
Disney, Professor of Remote Sensing, University College London; Prof Mary Gagen, Professor of 

Geography, University of Swansea 

https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021 
 
 
 

https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/events/nature-live-online-britains-vanishing-plants.html
https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021
https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021
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Thursday 20th May   17:00pm – 18:00pm  TCV and the Miyawaki method 

by The Conservation Volunteers  

 

How can we fit more trees into an urban landscape?  
 
The Miyawaki Method is one of the most effective tree 
planting methods for creating dense native forests 
quickly.  
 
Join The Conservation Volunteers as part of the Urban 
Tree Festival to find out how TCV and partners planted 
32,000 trees to create Europe’s largest ‘mini urban’ 
forest in Dagenham.  
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tcv-and-the-miyawaki-method-tickets-151512328453 
 
 
Friday 21st May  1:00pm -  2:00pm  Ancient Urban Trees  

One of a series of webinars curated by CPRE London as part of the 2021 Urban Tree Festival. 
 
When you think of ancient trees you may imagine centuries old oak trees in Windsor Great Park or 
Sherwood Forest.  But ancient trees can be found everywhere and there are large numbers of 
undiscovered ancient trees in urban locations such as formal parks, old deer parks, and estates. 
Why are ancient trees important?  What role can they play in a modern urban environment? 
Chair/host:  Greg Packman, Co-chair London Branch of the Ancient Tree Forum and co-producer 

of the Urban Tree Festival  
Speakers:  David Humphries, Trees Management Officer City of London (Hampstead Heath) 

https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021 
 
 
Saturday 22nd May  1:00pm - 2:00pm  How should we value trees 

One of a series of webinars curated by CPRE London as part of the 2021 Urban Tree Festival. 
 
Does nature have an intrinsic value?  Do we really think we can put a price tag on trees?  Ideas 
around ’natural capital’ are suddenly everywhere, running through the debates on everything from 
climate change to biodiversity.  And this is affecting all our political, policy and personal decisions. 
But is it helpful?  Or even right?  Does nature - do trees - have a value beyond anything you’d find 

in a policy document or company spreadsheet?  Or is giving our trees a recognisable value the 
only way we are going to save them?  
Chair/host:  Peter Fiennes author & co-producer of the Urban Tree Festival  
Speakers:  Dr Clare Melhuish, Director, University College London Urban Laboratory;  Simon 
Needle, Principal Arboriculturalist/Ecologist, Birmingham City Council; Dr Irene Becci, UCL 

https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021 
 
 
Sunday 23rd May  3:00pm – 4:00pm  Campaigning for trees 
One of a series of webinars curated by CPRE London as part of the 2021 Urban Tree Festival. 
 
Increasing pressure for new housing and infrastructure inevitably impacts on the natural world with 
trees often being the losing party. Recent years have seen a number of high profile cases that 
have given rise to often successful community led campaigns. Join us to discuss the role of local 
campaign groups in protecting trees and how to mount an effective campaign. 
Chair/host: Tony Burton, Chair of Trustees, CPRE London 
Speakers: Paul Powlesland, Lawyers for Nature; Bridget Fox, Reginal External Affairs officer - 
South East, Woodland Trust;  Peter Buckingham, Happy Man Tree Campaign 

https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tcv-and-the-miyawaki-method-tickets-151512328453
https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021
https://urbantreefestival.org/tree-rings-webinars-2021
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Monday 24th May 10:00am – 4:00pm  HBTW Work Party in The Queen’s Inclosure 

Tasks will include a more permanent repair to the winter pond, removal of invasive privet and some 
coppicing. 
Please bring a packed lunch, refreshments, gloves and a high visibility vest if you have one. 

Meet at the main entrance in Park Lane, Cowplain, PO8 8AB at 10.00am.   
Parking in Park Lane (please do not park on the verge) or in Winscombe Avenue. 

Maximum six volunteers. 
Please contact Terry Smith to book a place. tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com 
 
 
Monday 24th May 2021  10:00am – Noon - Friends of Hampshire Farm Meadows Work Party 

Details to be confirmed. 
Maximum six volunteers.   
For more information and to book a place:  hfmfriends@gmail.com 
 
 
Wednesday 26th May 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  Identifying your wildflowers 
Webinar 6 by Caring for God's Acre  

 
 

Ecologist Mark Duffel will cover why recording the 
flowers and grasses on your site is important, how to 
easily make and share a record, and run through some 
of the common and rare flowers you may find in your 
site. You don’t need to be a botanist to make a great 
start in recording the plants in your burial ground and 
finding out what they tell you about the management 
your site needs. Join us to learn how to get started and 
how we can help.  

There is an opportunity to send in your wildflower photos before the session for Mark to 
identify. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-6-identifying-your-wildflowers-tickets-
148773903751?aff=erelpanelorg 
 
 
Saturday 29th May – Sunday 6th June - National Hedgerow Week 

Organised by The Tree Council – see article in this issue. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  24th May 2021 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 

mailto:tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com
mailto:hfmfriends@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-6-identifying-your-wildflowers-tickets-148773903751?aff=erelpanelorg
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-6-identifying-your-wildflowers-tickets-148773903751?aff=erelpanelorg
mailto:hbctreewardens@gmail.com
mailto:hbctreewardens@gmail.com
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Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/ 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 
 
Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 

mailto:hbctreewardens@gmail.com
https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/
https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens

