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Update on Illegal Damage to Protected Trees in Horndean Road, Emsworth – Malinda Griffin 

In the January edition of ‘About Trees’ we reported illegal damage to two protected trees on 
Horndean Road, Emsworth involving a Cedar and a Lime that had been ‘girdled’ (also known as 
ring-barked).  Sometime in early December a deep, wide channel had been cut through the bark to 
the inner trunk around the entire circumference of each tree. 
 
As a result of this action by “persons unknown”, the trees will be very slowly starved of water and 
nutrients. And now, as expected, an application has been made to fell these trees: the reason 
given being fears that they might break or fall.  But, ring barking is not always a death, and 
certainly not in the very near future.  It is possible the lime tree may be able to heal, though it is 
more likely the cedar will fail in the long term. 
 
The application to fell is premature; when I asked a Tree Consultant acquaintance for advice, he 
wrote “ringbarking does not automatically mean death, so at the very least, everyone should wait 
until at least one growing season after the event to make sure the tree is dead”   
(Jeremy Barrell, Barrell Tree Care Ltd) 
 
Of course, safety is of paramount importance, but given the protected status of these trees, their 
very great importance as a feature in Horndean Road (which is a ‘designated road of special 
character’) and the shock that this vandalism has caused, these trees should be given time and re-
assessed in mid-Autumn 2021. 
 
Curiously, the Tree Condition Report (dated 14th December 2020) used to support the application 
to fell is full of contradictions and misinformation that actually emphasise the need for time and 
thought before irreversible felling needs to be considered:   

♦ “…it is not clear whether the trees will recover or not. It is necessary to review the vitality of 
the trees in June 2021”  

♦ “Assuming the bark removal does not affect the long term vitality of the trees, then it is more 
than likely that the trees will be able to be retained for 20 to 40 years…” 

 
There is much about this case of tree vandalism that seems very wrong.  There appears to be 
difficulty securing sufficient evidence for Havant Borough Council to prosecute, but someone is 
responsible for destroying trees that have been enjoyed in the Horndean Road street scene for 
about 125 years, and may have done so for another century at least. 
 
We do find ourselves wondering what is a TPO worth?   
Where is the deterrent against wilful and illegal damage? 
 
You can view and comment on the application via the HBC Planning Portal: 
https://planningpublicaccess.havant.gov.uk/online-applications/ 
Application No. APP/21/00028 

 

Photograph from the Tree Condition Report 
captioned “ivy and bark removed” as if the ring-
barking had been to deal with ivy. 
(Sapling Arboriculture Limited) 

 

The damage is described as merely 2mm wide, 
and 2 - 3mm deep. Surely millimetres have 
been confused with centimetres? 
(Photo:  Malinda Griffin) 
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Hayling Update – Eric Walker 

The requirement to stay at home has meant time has been spent preparing for the next batch of 
tree planting and hopefully more about this next month.  For the time being we are looking for 
suitable places and then seeking the permission of the landowners. 
 
Meanwhile Hampshire Highways have been planting trees on the streets of Hayling and it’s a 
matter of “Oh, there’s a new one!”  It has been wonderful what they have done and the tell-tail 
markers have been the metal grid protection and the new wood chipping mulch around the sapling 
tree.  Meanwhile, a further list of potential sites for street trees has been submitted for 
consideration, but that has not stopped the query “Where’s my street tree?” 
 
The Tree Council, in partnership with others, have an 18-month programme, called Close the Gap. 
We are hoping to join in this hedge planting project, so if you know of any hedgerow with gaps in 
need of closing, please let us know, with the landowner’s name and address. 
 
Treezilla is still in its Beta form and we anxiously await it going fully live.  I have asked for a key to 
enable the removal of a tree record to reflect what happens when a tree is felled.  On Hayling when 
that comes through there is a large backlog of work which will continue as the removal of the ash 
dieback trees gets seriously under way.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
New Tree Planting Project for Chichester - Sophie Hamnett 

 

New hedge planting. 
(Photo:  Sarah Hughes) 

Chichester District Council is one of five local authorities in 
England taking part in a new £2.5m tree planting project with the 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA).  
We’re looking to establish new ways to plant trees in areas 
across the Chichester District to increase tree cover in rural and 
urban areas in England.  This will help to combat climate change; 
tackle the challenges of tree diseases and aging tree stocks; 
create habitats for wildlife; improve biodiversity; alleviate flooding 
and aid wildlife corridors.  
 
We are leading on the Subsidised Tree Planting pilot scheme 
which will make trees and funding available to individuals, 
homeowners, schools, community groups, private landowners 
and tenant farmers.  If you would like to get involved, or would 
like some more information on securing funding please get in 
touch.  
 
Sophie Hamnett 
Tree Project Officer, Chichester District Council 
Treescheme@chichester.gov.uk  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Peat-Free Compost Reminder from Malinda 

Did you know that peatlands only cover 3% of the earth and yet they store 30% of all soil carbon! 
To combat climate change that carbon needs to stay put, which is why The Wildlife Trusts are 
asking everyone to take a peat-free pledge. 
 
Excellent alternatives are available from: 

♦ Pro-Grow (product from Veolia green waste composting) - I’ve used this successfully for 4 
years on my allotment and get big crop yields.  www.pro-grow.com   delivery available. 

♦  I can also recommend Dalefoot Lakeland Gold duo if you have heavy soil. 

♦ New Horizon All Plant Compost available from Wickes or Homebase. 

♦ Have a look at Marshalls options on their website https://marshallsgarden.com/ 
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 Mysterious Mistletoe - Malinda Griffin 

 

Mistletoe in Crab Apples - Christopher Way, Emsworth (Photo: Malinda Griffin) 
 

 

Why is there so much more mistletoe around 
than there used to be?  It is becoming quite 
easy to see the typical large clusters of the 
plant, like balls suspended in the bare branches 
of winter trees. 
 
It seems to be a sign of Climate Change, as 
more Blackcaps from Germany have started 
over wintering in eastern areas of England.  The 
pearly white mistletoe berries of female 
mistletoe are an essential part of the black cap’s 
diet, but because it’s an astonishingly sticky 
fruit, the birds need to wipe their beaks on twigs 
and branches, usually leaving a seed behind.  

 
Left:  Female Blackcap with a mistletoe berry 
(Photo:  mistletoe.org.uk) 
 

 

Though the blackcap spreads the seeds most 
effectively, other birds love mistletoe berries too, 
especially the mistle thrush. This beautiful 
songster will lay claim to a “mistletoe tree” and 
defend this food source from other birds. 
 
Host trees for mistletoe are hawthorn, poplar 
and lime, and traditionally apple trees, but the 
plant germinates well in open settings with 
plenty of light.  Mistletoe is hemi parasitic, using 
the sucker roots attaching it to take some of its 
nutrients and water from the host tree, but also 
photosynthesising through its evergreen leaves.  
It will not kill the host tree 
 

 

Mistle Thrush (Photo: Jo Marshall – Flickr) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons  
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Mistletoe is by no means a freeloader without ecological value.  The mistletoe marble moth needs 
this unusual plant to complete its life cycle: its larvae over winter inside mistletoe leaves, which by 
late spring will look quite inflated when the larvae are fully grown.  They are then ready to emerge 
and pupate in a cocoon under the host tree’s bark or among lichens on the tree.  This moth 
species is a Priority Species for conservation, and declining, probably because mistletoe is over 
harvested for traditional kissing under the mistletoe at Christmas. 
 
A word of warning: The name mistletoe comes from two Anglo Saxon words 'Mistel' (which means 
dung) and 'tan' (which means) twig or stick!  So you could translate Mistletoe as 'poo on a stick'!!! 
Not exactly romantic is it!  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
New Horizon for Portsmouth - Pauline Powell 

I hope to be planting our New Horizon elm tree in Stagg Woods with the help 
of PCC Tree Officer Simon Pearce and his team on 2nd February.  This elm is 
to celebrate 30 years of Tree Wardening.  The tree has been residing in my 
front garden (left) since it was delivered on 14th January. 

 

 
 
 
 
     Right:  Stagg Woods 
 
 
                     

 

Elm is the host plant for the White-Letter Hairstreak butterfly which was on the IUCN Red List as ‘in 
imminent danger of extinction’.  New Horizon is one of over a dozen cultivars highly-resistant to 
Dutch Elm Disease and is readily available from Hilliers as a standard although not propagated in 
the UK.  An article on Disease-Resistant Elm Cultivars was published in the May 2020 issue of 
About Trees.  Ed 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WI Plants Saplings in Alton 

 

In December, Alton WI planted 100 saplings 
on Windmill Hill.  The saplings provided by 
the Woodland Trust were a mixture of birch, 
wild cherry, hazel, rowan, hawthorn and 
dogwood.  East Hampshire District 
Council supplied stakes and guards, worth 
around £250, as part of a commitment to 
plant 120,000 trees in the district, one for 
every resident, in support of a motion to 
declare a climate emergency in July 2019.  
The council plans to be carbon neutral by 
2050, in line with national targets.  
 
Left:  The planting team (Photo EHDC) 

Alton Town Council, which owns the land, prepared the ground in advance as well as providing 
assistance on the day with planting and installing the tree supports.  EHDC gave the group advice 
and put them in touch with local Tree Wardens who sent articles on planting.  
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Happy Man Tree, Hackney – Tree of the Year 2020 Felled – Terry Smith 

The Happy Man Tree in Hackney, England’s 
Tree of the Year 2020, has been felled to make 
way for a new housing development.  The tree, 
a healthy London plane thought to be more than 
150 years old, was growing outside the now 
demolished Happy Man public house in 
Woodberry Grove, just off Seven Sisters Road. 

The street tree had survived road widening 
schemes and two previous developments.  
Large private houses were being built in the 
area towards the end of the nineteenth century.  
Those houses were replaced in the twentieth 
century with the Woodberry Down estate and 
Berkeley Homes are now redeveloping that 
estate over a period of 30 years. 

Campaigners nominated it as a contender for 
Tree of the Year to raise awareness of the tree’s 
plight in an attempt to reverse the decision.   

 

The Happy Man Tree  

 

 

The Friends of the Happy Man Tree created a 
website, installed an art exhibition on the 
hoarding behind the tree to honour the 51 other 
trees due to be felled during Berkeley Homes 
Phase 3 development and set up a petition to 
reverse the decision.  
 
The group has repeatedly challenged the 
developer’s decision to frame the issue as a 
choice between housing and the tree, saying 
that most people in the area want both. 

 
Hackney Council granted permission for the tree to be cut 
down at a planning meeting in April 2020, despite the tree 
being protected.  A petition to save the tree with 22,000 
signatures was delivered to the Mayor of Hackney in June 
and a high court injunction to stop protesters blocking the 
demolition work was granted two days later.  

A Judicial Review was applied for to challenge the licence 
arrangements allowing the tree to be cut down.  The 
decision to cut the tree down was confirmed at a planning 
meeting in September.    

High court injunction papers were posted on the tree on 
1st December.  Early on 5th January a large group of 
security, bailiffs and police took possession of the tree, one 
protester was removed from its branches and later arrested 
for breach of the peace and the tree was cut down.  

Berkeley Homes admitted that this tree could have been 
retained if plans were amended earlier in the consultation 
process. 

 
 
The 2020 Tree of the Year runner up, the 500 year old Grantham Oak, was retained by 1940s 
planners when developing the market town of Grantham, Lincolnshire.  The housing next to the 
tree was designed in a crescent to accommodate the canopy of the tree.  
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Ten Golden Rules for Restoring Forests – Terry Smith 

There has been much talk for many years about planting trees to offset carbon emissions.  Tree 
planting was used as a marketing incentive and the promised trees did not always materialise.  
Until relatively recently, biodiversity issues were not generally considered. 
 
The most impressive scheme is in Ethiopia where a major national reforestation programme in 
2019 had an ambitious target of planting four billion trees in just three months to counter the effects 
of deforestation and climate change as part of the Prime Minister’s Green Legacy Initiative.  Every 
citizen was encouraged to plant at least 40 seedlings.  The highlight was an attempt at an official 
Guinness World Record and the target for the day was to plant 200 million trees in a single day in 
1,000 sites across the country.  The Government claims 23m people took part and over 350m 
trees were planted in 12 hours in July.  The previous world record for the most trees planted in one 
day stood at 50m, held by India since 2016. 

 

Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, planting a tree in 
Addis Ababa. (Photo: Aron Simene) 

Seedlings were handed out to volunteers across 
the country three days before the planting day. 
Most of the seedlings were of indigenous 
species, but fruit trees such as avocado were 
included.  Some government offices were 
closed to allow civil servants to take part and 
officials were assigned to count the seedlings 
being planted by volunteers.  The £1.1bn project 
was supported by United Nations Agencies and 
various international organisations.   

The United Nations says forest cover in Ethiopia 
fell from 35% of total land area in the early 20th 
Century to a little above 4% by the 2000s. 

 
Many African countries have recently engaged in massive tree planting campaigns including Kenya 
which has recently, with support from the UN Environment Programme, launched the “Greening 
Kenya Initiative” to reverse the declining forest cover. UN Environment Programme is working with 
countries across the continent to replicate such initiatives to stop deforestation and increase forest 
cover to contribute to achievement of the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration targets. 
 
Researchers have estimated that a worldwide tree planting programme could remove two thirds of 
all the emissions that have been released into the atmosphere as a result of human activities. 
They show that the global potential tree coverage stands at 4.4 billion hectares of canopy under 
the current climate.  Planting trees is therefore considered the most effective and cheapest way to 
tackle the climate crisis. 

It is starting to become more accepted that planting trees is not 
always the answer.  Rewilding does not necessarily mean 
planting trees.  Existing habitats may be damaged by extensive 
tree planting and, where trees are appropriate, natural 
regeneration has the advantage of local provenance, meaning 
the tree stock has adapted to local conditions and may have a 
better survival rate than commercially grown trees.  The risk of 
importing pests and diseases is avoided and there is a further 
advantage of no planting costs. 
 
Kew Gardens has issued ten golden rules for restoring forests.  
The first principle is to leave habitat in its natural state thereby 
avoiding the need for rewilding.  Others involve natural 
regeneration, supplemented with trees with local provenance 
only if there is a limited variety of species or the source of seeds 
is too far away for natural regeneration to be a viable option.  
The full list can be found here.  https://www.kew.org/read-and-
watch/10-golden-rules-for-reforestation 

 

Natural regeneration of trees – 
Hayling Island. 
(Photo:  Malinda Griffin) 
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A Report on Street Kids – Judy Valentine 
(from ‘The Hidden Life of Trees’ by Peter Wohlleben) 
 
‘Urban trees are the street kids of the forest and some are growing in locations that make the name 
an even better fit, right on the street. The first few decades of their lives are similar to those of their 
colleagues in the park. They are pampered and primped. Sometimes they even have their own 
personal irrigation lines and customised watering school schedules.’ 
 

 

 
Peter goes on to explain that many species of 
tree don’t grow their roots very deep even in the 
forest, probably not more than about 5 feet. In a 
forest the roots would grow out sideways but 
this is limited in the street. Pipes and compacted 
soil are a real problem for the urban tree. Trees 
which grow into these waste water pipes and 
cause a problem are thought to do so in order to 
seek out water. Researchers have however 
found that in fact they’re not looking for water or 
nutrients in the pipe, what they are seeking is 
the soft aerated soil around the pipes. 
 

 
‘What this means is that when trees in urban areas run up against ground as hard as concrete 
wherever they turn they get desperate and it is only as an absolutely last resort that they finally find 
a way out into sloppily back filled trenches’  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Diary Dates 
 
The Tree Council urges Tree Warden Networks and other volunteer groups NOT to organise 
planting events which would include more than one family group/support bubble during the current 
time, until restrictions are lifted or changed.  In line with that request, work parties organised by 
Havant Borough Tree Wardens have been postponed until further notice. 
 
 
10th February   6.00pm - 7.30pm Tomography and the Redwood Canopy 

The Arboricultural Association is hosting a free live seminar featuring: 
- Philip van Wassenaer, Views From the Top: An Expedition to the Redwood Canopy. 
- Steffan Rust 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_u8kphRIDQDymrHYDzygopQ 
 
 
10th February   7.00pm – 8.30pm Your Better Nature 
Free webinar by the United Nations Association: Climate & Oceans exploring our stories and how 
the current dominant human story is driving climate and ecological collapse.  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/your-better-nature-a-series-of-thought-provoking-webinars-tickets-
131673086747 
 
 
Monday 15th February  7.00pm - Portsmouth Friends of the Earth campaign meeting 

Join the discussion about current campaigns: 

♦ Climate Action 

♦ Double Tree Cover & Nature Everywhere 

♦ Streets for People 
e-mail pfoeinfo@gmail.com for a meeting link.  
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Wednesday 24th February  4.00pm - 5.30pm – Havant Conservation Forum  

An opportunity for network members of The Conservation Volunteers to find out what other local 
conservation groups have been doing and their plans for this year, followed by a more general 
discussion about current challenges.  Zoom link will be issued to HBTW members when available. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  21st Febuary 2021 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/ 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 
 
Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 


