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 A Tribute to Ray Cobbett by Brendan Gibb-Gray 

On Saturday 24th October Havant Borough Tree Wardens planted an English Oak in memory of 
Ray at Hampshire Farm Meadow.  Ray was a special and charming man who died recently.  He 
will be greatly missed in many communities in the south of England where he was a well-known 
environmentalist with Friends of the Earth and supporter of the Tree Warden scheme here in the 
Borough of Havant.  
 

 

The memorial oak planting at Hampshire Farm 
Meadows. 

Photo:  Malinda Griffin 

Ray also had long interest in planning matters 
and we became involved in trying to influence 
Local Plans.  We attended many meetings in 
the community and at the Civic Offices in the 
Plaza.  We tried to ensure the environment and 
especially “open spaces” were at the forefront of 
planning where new homes were to be built.  
Ray was often frustrated that the words coming 
from councillors and planners were always 
seemingly “supportive”.  However, final drafts 
did not live up to verbal promises and adopted 
plans often kicked environmental issues into the 
“long grass”.  To his great credit he stuck to the 
tasks and provided inspiration to many of us 
who were prepared to accept second best. 
 
Ray had been a county councillor in the late 
nineties representing Havant and Emsworth and 
he earned great respect from officers and 
councillors from different parties. 

 
He loved the country and travel by bike and formed the locally famous Emsworth Bike Club.  It only 
had seven cycling members but gained consultee status when officers were drafting the latest 
Local HBC Plan.  Ray leaves Pat his wife, three children and grandchildren, and it can be fairly 
said that many in the Emsworth community will miss his wise pronouncements at residents’ 
meetings on matters relating to the environment and trees.  May he rest in peace. 
 
 
Seed Planting in Hayling Island – Judy Valentine 

We held a seed planting session in my Hayling Island garden in October.  It was good to be joined 
by five people who are not tree wardens but wanted to do something to help out and to learn more 
about growing trees and hedges from seeds.  We planted acorns, aspen, hawthorn, dog rose, 
spindle, seeds of the wayfaring tree, yew, dogwood and guelder rose.  Many of the soft squashy 
seeds often need more than one season before they’ll germinate.  We put handfalls of hawthorn 
berries into pots and covered with compost to stratify.  The planted seeds are all in my front garden 
/ tree nursery and will be ready to plant out in 2 or 3 years time. 
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Solitary Bee and Wasp Conservation – Terry Smith 

 

Sun-warmed sandy bank favoured by mining 
bees. 

At the end of October we visited Hundred Acres, 
Forestry England wood between Newtown and 
North Boarhunt.  Pam, The Ranger, had been 
contacted by a local entomologist who 
requested assistance to clear vegetation 
encroaching on the sandy soil used for nest 
sites by solitary bees. 
 
Richard and Keith had been asked by Jon 
Stokes (Director of Trees, Science & Research 
at The Tree Council) to survey moths on newly 
planted oak trees.  The survey work had 
extended to other species in the surrounding 
area, including solitary bees and wasps that 
hold particular interest for Keith. 

 
We cleared two areas, the first a mixture of 
gorse and brambles and the second bracken 
and gorse to reveal sand and an impressive 
display of large fly agaric fungi.  We cut down 
the tall gorse on the opposite side of the paths 
to reduce shading of the nest sites and took the 
opportunity to fell some self-seeded birch and 
conifers that were starting to crowd young oak. 
We also removed American Rum Cherry which 
was widely introduced as an ornamental tree in 
the mid 20th century, grows readily as a pioneer 
and is now considered an invasive species. 
 
Right:  Clearing the second section.  
 
The sites are used by a surprising variety of insects.  When we sat down for lunch on a sunny 
bank, dozens of the mining bees flew around us looking for burrows.  Some of the species 
identified in Hundred Acres include: 

Bees  
Colletes hederae (Ivy Mining Bee) 
Colletes cunicularius  (Early Colletes) 
Andrena barbilabris  (Sandpit Mining Bee) 
Andrena humilis  (Buff-tailed Mining Bee) 
Andrena praecox   (Small Sallow Mining Bee) 
Andrena dorsata  (Short-fringed Mining Bee) 

'Cuckoo Bees' associated with Bees (left) 
Nomada integra  (Cat's-ear Nomad Bee) 
Nomada zonata  (Variable Nomad Bee) 
Sphecodes pellucidus  (Sand Pit Blood Bee) 
 
 
 

 

Short-fringed Mining Bee 

 

Small Sallow Mining Bee 

Photos: naturespot.org.uk - Graham Calow 
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Wasps 
Tachysphex pompiliformis 
Crabro scutellatus 
Crossocerus quadrimaculatus 
Lindenius albilabris 
Oxybelus uniglumis 
Cerceris arenaria (Sand Tailed Digger Wasp) 

'Cuckoo Wasps'  
associated with some of the Wasps (left) 
Chrysis illigeri 
Hedychridium coriaceum 
Hedychrum nobile 

 
 

 
Spider-Hunting Wasps 
Anoplius viaticus 
Episyron rufipes (Red Legged Spider Wasp) 
Arachnospila anceps 
Evagetes crassicornis 
 

 

Sand Tailed Digger Wasp with weevil prey. 

 
 
Red Legged Spider Wasp 
 

Photos: naturespot.org.uk - Steve Woodward 
 
This is a very small selection of the bees and wasps, mainly associated with sandy paths / banks, 
recorded at this site and species 'new to site' are being added most seasons. 
 
A number of species nest in standing dead wood or logs in sunlit areas.  There is a shortage of 
such habitat which is why species dependent on sun-warmed sandy soil are more abundant.  
These are clearly well-used sites and we could understand why it is important to preserve them.  A 
third section of nest site would benefit from clearance and Rhododendron ponticum is threatening 
to take over another area if not controlled.  We expect to have a return visit early next year to finish 
the job. 
 
If you would like to know more about these insects, there is useful information and an extensive 
collection of photographs on a wide variety of creatures at https://www.naturespot.org.uk/ which 
records the wildlife of Leicestershire and Rutland.  You can record finds in this area at 
https://www.ispotnature.org/ a citizen science website developed and hosted by the Open 
University and intended to connect nature enthusiasts of all levels.  If you have difficulty identifying 
your finds and are able to take some clear photographs, Richard and Keith would be pleased to 
help, so please send them to us and we will pass them on. 
 
 
A Fruit Tree in Every Garden 

 

Petersfield Climate Action Network (PeCAN) is being set up in response 
to the climate emergency to help the Petersfield area decarbonise as 
quickly as possible.   
 
PeCAN needs volunteers who love trees and planting to help people 
plant fruit trees in their gardens.  
Contact: Catriona Cockburn catriona.cockburn@gmail.com 
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Hedge Work at Mengham Junior School, Hayling Island – Judy Valentine 

During half term we have been helping Tony Athill and his group of gardening volunteers at 
Mengham Junior School, Hayling Island.  We are working on a hedge planted a few years back 
now in need of weeding and filling.  We have started to fill gaps and plant a second row. This will in 
time turn it from a line of vegetation to a hedge.  Some of the newly planted hedge plants have 
been moved from the edge of a school path as they were in the wrong place: too near the footpath 
and rose and blackthorn were nicely positioned to scratch little legs. 
 

 

Above:  Tony clearing around the whips on the 
edge of the school car park after strimming by 
contractors.  
 
 
Planting on the Hayling Billy Trail – Judy Valentine 

Ash trees showing disease in the medium or high category are now being cut down by Hampshire 
Countryside team.  Once diseased with ash dieback the branches become brittle and snap off 
easily.  This 35 metre section near the Esso garage on the Hayling Billy Trail will be replanted with 
hedging whips by us in March.  The felling has allowed an existing oak to have more room and we 
should see it flourish as a result.  When we replant in March, some young oaks grown from acorns 
by a local resident and his grandson will be included, giving him the opportunity to see the trees 
grow over the years.   
 

 

The area to be replanted after removal of 
diseased ash. 

 

The young oaks to be included in the new 
planting. 
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The Cubbington Pear Tree – Malinda Griffin 

 

The Cubbington Pear Tree was a wild pear tree 
located near to Cubbington in Warwickshire.  
Around 250 years old, it was the second largest 
wild pear tree in the country with a girth of 
3.78m (12.4ft) and a loved local landmark that 
had continued to blossom and bear fruit. 
 
In 2015 the tree was voted England's Tree of 
the Year.  It was also recorded on the Tree 
Register of the British Isles as a “National 
Champion” – the oldest or biggest specimen of 
its species. 
 
Left:  Cubbington Pear Tree in autumn colour. 
(image from finglewoods.org.uk - a partnership 
between Woodland Trust & National Trust) 

 
However, it was felled as part of the High Speed 2 railway development on 20th October 2020. 
Campaigners said workmen using diggers and saws took just 90 minutes to hack the tree down. 
They had hoped they would save the wood when transport secretary Grant Shapps said ancient 
woodland removal would be stopped during a government review into the project unless 
"absolutely necessary to avoid major cost and schedule impacts”. 
 
 
Warwick and Leamington MP Matt Western 
wrote to the Transport Secretary hoping to 
save the tree as the proposed line had been 
re-routed to save the 18th hole at a nearby 
golf course. 

Mr Western said: “I’ve been campaigning to 
save this tree for a while. This is a sad day for 
our local area and our beautiful natural 
environment. HS2 Ltd has much to answer for, 
including why the 18th hole on a golf course 
could be saved but this wondrous pear tree 
could not." 
 

 
 
Graphic courtesy of Guardian News & Media Ltd 

 

 
 
The Cubbington Pear Tree in blossom. 

Photo:  The Woodland Trust 

 
A Parliamentary petition was also launched in 
September 2020 to save the tree from being cut 
down for HS2 and a month later had over 
20,000 signatures triggering an official 
government response in which a government 
spokesperson said:  

“HS2 Ltd explored all possible options to avoid 
removing the tree, but due to its age and 
condition removal cannot be avoided.  A 
professional evaluation of all options was 
carried out by environmental experts to 
evaluate the structural integrity and vitality of 
the Cubbington Pear Tree and how this pertains 
to the tree’s status as an ancient or veteran 
tree.” 
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Sadly, this is not the first time Veteran or Ancient trees have been strategically assessed as of low 
quality, or in poor condition, or with little future potential or visual amenity – and therefore 
expendable. We have examples in our own local area. 
 
It is clear that the biggest challenge tree champions currently face is in protecting the trees we 
already have, in all areas of the country. 
  
 
Trees in St Thomas Avenue, Hayling Island – Eric Walker 

 

The last week in October saw Hampshire 
County Council start their tree planting 
programme.  St Thomas Avenue was fortunate 
to be among the first in the County to benefit 
and received 18 trees.  Everyone is so pleased 
and we are anticipating the enhancement to the 
road as the trees, already strong saplings, 
mature.  The contractors have a five year 
maintenance programme but, if there is a 
drought period, the Neighbourhood Watch 
coordinators will invite residents to adopt a tree 
for watering.  The Tree Warden network is able 
to offer support if required. 
 
Photo:  Roger Parsons 

 
 
Autumn Colour 

Ralph Cousins took these photos of trees in autumn colour.  If you take any colourful photos before 
the wind blows the leaves of the trees, please send them to us. 
 

 

35 year old Acer in Ralph’s garden.   
There is a good crop of pyrocantha and holly 
berries here as elsewhere this year. 

 

Persian Ironwood at Havant Public Service 
Plaza. 

 
 
New Member 

Paul Valentine   -  Hayling Island 
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Diary Dates 
 
Due to Government restrictions, activities scheduled for November will be postponed. 
 
 
Friday 13th November 10.00am – Midday - Work Party at the Hayling Billy Trail   

Hayling Tree Wardens will be weeding around the whips planted in March, removing spirals and 
replanting where whips have died.  Maximum 6 people.  Booking essential. 

Meet at the free car park at the southern end of the Hayling Billy Trail in Station Road, Hayling 
Island PO11 OEH (next to Station Theatre). 
e-mail Judy Valentine: emailjvalentine@gmail.com 
 
 
Monday 23rd November  10.00am - 4.00pm  -  Tree Planting in The Queen’s Inclosure 

Please bring a packed lunch, refreshments, gloves and a high visibility vest if you have one.   

Meet at the entrance in Park Lane (opposite Cherry Tree Avenue) Cowplain at 10.00am.   
Parking in Cherry Tree Avenue, PO8 8BA   

Places must be booked and confirmed in advance.  Please contact Terry Smith: 
tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com  
 
 
Friday 27th November – 10.00am – 11.00am  
Tree Planting at the Halyards Estate, Hayling Island 

We will be planting 4 trees to replace trees planted when the estate was built.  

Meet in Heron's Way, Hayling Island PO11 9FN 
Booking essential.  e-mail Judy Valentine: emailjvalentine@gmail.com 
 
 
Saturday 28th November – 12.30pm – 5.00pm - Tree Charter Day Festival  

Join the Woodland Trust online for the biggest virtual celebration of woods and trees the UK has 
ever seen to celebrate the third anniversary of the launch of the Tree Charter.  
 
There will be live talks on the impact of Climate Change, diversity in the environmental movement, 
youth engagement, working with your local tree officer, and the 2021 local elections.  The event will 
also showcase the work Charter Branches across the UK have been doing over the past three 
years to bring the Tree Charter Principles to life.  A full programme for the day will be provided 
nearer to the event.  This is a free event but booking is essential to obtain access to the site. 
https://woodlandtrusttickets.cloudvenue.co.uk/treecharterfestivalday2020 
 
 
Saturday 28th November – Sunday 6th December - National Tree Week 
National Tree Week is the UK’s largest annual tree celebration, marking the start of the winter tree 
planting season (November to March each year).  
 
 
28th November – 6th December - Tree Planting at Port Solent 

Join Portsmouth & Southsea Tree Wardens during National Tree Week to replace the D-Day trees 
that didn't survive the summer at Port Solent.  Actual date to be finalised.     
 
This will be a Covid-19 aware event so volunteers are asked to bring their own spade, gloves etc 
and wear weather suitable clothing.  More information later.  The trees will be small so slot planting 
will be all that’s needed and will not take too long.   
https://www.portsmouthtree.org.uk 
paulinepowell4@gmail.com 
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Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  23rd November 2020 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/ 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 
 
Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 


