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Hurry, The England Tree Strategy public consultation closes on 11th September 2020 
- Malinda Griffin 
 

 

Oak at Crookhorn.  (Photo:  Terry Smith) 

The consultation aims to understand your views 
on how the Government can significantly 
increase tree establishment and woodland 
creation to support nature recovery, clean 
growth and the commitment to achieve net zero 
carbon emissions by 2050.  Your views are also 
wanted on how we can protect existing trees 
and woodland, bring more woodlands into 
management, use them to support the 
economy, and engage more people with trees 
and woodlands.  Though the Consultation 
Survey is long and explores many issues, you 
do not have to answer every question. 

 
Some sections are focused on commercial forests and large managed woodlands, but others 
deserve our attention if greater care, funding and attention is to be given to tree protection, and for 
the importance to people and biodiversity of hedgerows, street trees, community orchards, 
parkland, and local landscapes to be properly recognised. 
 
Your opinions are vital if we’re to improve the current poor management of our trees, and to boost 
our low average canopy cover.  Without a funded and coordinated National Tree Strategy that aims 
to create a connected network of green infrastructure, our hopes of re-building our wildlife, 
mitigating climate crisis impacts and giving people the benefits of a healthy natural environment 
are likely to be disappointed. 
 



About Trees 2 of 11 September 2020 
 

The following sections are probably the most relevant and urgent for tree wardens, conservation 
group volunteers and local residents who value trees: 
 
Section “Expanding and connecting our trees and woodland” (Question 6 through to 16) 
Section “Protecting and improving our trees and woodland” (Question 17 through to 30) 
and Section “Engaging people with trees and woodlands” (Question 31 through to 38) 
 
Access the online survey using this link: https://consult.defra.gov.uk/forestry/england-tree-strategy/ 
 
The Tree Council site below offers access to their Full Draft Response to the consultation, and you 
can draw on these for help in framing your own responses. 
https://treecouncil.org.uk/our-response-to-the-government-consultation-on-the-england-tree-
strategy/ 
 
There is limited space for additional comments and some interesting ideas have been included. 
In particular, the response to Question 14.  Are there any other actions 

4.  Create a ‘listing’ scheme, like that for listed buildings, to protect veteran and ancient trees 
We should all support that proposal.   
 
NB  A response has been submitted to Question 16. although it has not been highlighted on the 
Tree Council’s document. 
 
Please also pay attention to Question 17. Which actions would be most effective to increase 
protection for trees and woodland from unsustainable management?   
The responses refer to TPOs, felling licences and penalties. 
 
The Tree Council suggests sending a copy of your consultation responses to our MP, asking him 
to ask George Eustace MP (Environment Secretary) to oversee a strong Strategy with intelligent 
statutory targets that goes beyond large-scale forests and includes clear local requirements to care 
for existing trees and successful new tree landscapes and local environments. 
 
Alan Mak MP has expressed an interest in supporting Havant Borough Tree Wardens; this is one 
way he can do just that.  
alan.mak.mp@parliament.uk or House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA 
 
 
 
Seed Gathering Season (23rd September to 23rd October) - Judy Valentine 

 

Please join Havant Borough Tree Wardens for hedge and tree 
seed collecting in September and October.  We’ll walk, collect 
and learn to identify seed and fruits. The seeds we save we will 
plant on in October to grow on and provide the next generation 
of trees and hedges.  
 
Maximum of 6 for each session so that we can take Covid 
precautions. 
 
Booking essential: contact Judy Valentine 
emailjvalentine@gmail.com or phone 07730 028080   
Please bring your own bags for seed collecting (paper is best). 
 
In case of adverse weather: We will advise you of cancellation 
by 10.00am on the day.  Please see Diary Dates for details. 
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Hayling Update – Eric Walker 

So, East Hampshire District Council (EHDC) is going to plant 120,000 trees, one for every member 
of the population.  You would not believe the hassle I'm having with HBC about planting four trees 
on their land; they say "I have no budget to maintain these trees".   
 

 

Storm damage last winter in the field adjacent to  
Northney Recreation Field where Eric has 
proposed planting the four trees. 

The Environment Act 2020 includes a manifesto 
commitment to increase tree planting across the 
UK to 30,000 hectares (74,131 acres) of trees 
per year by 2025.  Putting this in context, 
Havant Borough covers 2,033 ha (5,024 acres).  
The Government says it is putting up £1m new 
money for urban trees, that is £1,587 per 
English MP, or 15 trees for Havant and that is to 
be divided between the six areas of Havant.  
Last year, 2019, the Woodland Trust planted 3.5 
million trees. 
 
We have been growing trees on Hayling for two 
years and these should go in this autumn.  After 
that I am hoping that from the seed collecting 
(see the diary) we can plant some hundreds of 
trees, planting them out in the autumn of 2023.  

 
On 19th August 2020 the Government said it is "committed to expanding and managing our 
woodlands to deliver the multiple environmental, social and economic benefits trees can offer" - 
good so far. This follows on the DEFRA England Tree Strategy consultation in June 2020. 
 
The other problem I've had this last month is a 
21 ha (51.9 acres) SSSI on Hayling.  Natural 
England says "Generally we would not be in 
favour of woodland planting, hedgerow creation 
or wildflower seeding on SSSI land."  That is so 
negative.  I was so impressed by the 
enthusiasm of the Forestry Commission Ranger 
at The Queen’s Inclosure, I was thinking, indeed 
hoping, NE would be the same, since in their 
report they say the particular site on Hayling is 
in "Unfavourable Condition - No change" with 
"medium condition risk".  The main habitat is 
said to be "broadleaved, mixed and yew 
woodland - lowland and dwarf shrub heath - 
lowland".   

 

Storm damage in August 2020. 

 
The 25 Year Environment Plan in 2018, set a target of 75% of all SSSIs being in a favourable 
condition by 2042.  I just hope that NE will follow up our offer of help and give us a win-win 
situation. 
 
This August saw the new Treezilla take off with a 'soft' launch and we had the opportunity to 
comment.  Of course, all the users wanted to comment and the very small team at the OU were 
swamped with the user comments. 
 
Progress has been made for the tree planting at the Station Theatre on Hayling on Saturday 5th 
September at 11.00am by Vicky Fox, Chairman of Hayling Island Amateur Dramatic Society 
(HIADS).  The usual COVID 19 conditions will apply.  As with all theatres, all their shows and films 
have been cancelled until further notice.  See https://stationtheatre.co.uk 
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Update on Havant Thicket Reservoir – Judy Valentine 

Portsmouth Water has published the Havant Thicket Reservoir ‘You said, we did’ report.  The 
report includes a summary of all the views submitted during the May / June 2020 consultation and 
sets out how feedback has helped shape the updated plans for the project.  The report can be 
seen here.  https://www.portsmouthwater.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Havant-Thicket-
Reservoir-Spring-Consultation-Report_2020_FINAL.pdf 
 
Portsmouth Water is now proposing to submit a separate planning application for the pipeline, with 
a larger application for all other aspects of the scheme.  It is important to note that nothing else 
related to the pipeline or the rest of the reservoir project will change - the proposed pipeline route, 
construction techniques and timeline all remain as consulted on. 
 
Three areas of semi-natural ancient woodland need to be removed to create the reservoir: 

♦ The Avenue is a central narrow strip (850m X 80m) of replanted mainly oak woodland, 
extending north from the main Staunton Country Park woodland. 

♦ Middle Clearing is a narrow strip (75m X 327m) of young oak plantation about 300 metres 
west of The Avenue.  A second small young oak plantation, known as Round Wood, is 
located to the South of Middle Clearing. 

♦ A Corsican Pine plantation designated as ancient replanted woodland to the north west of 
The Avenue. 

 

The areas of woodland that will be cut down 
if the new reservoir is built.  

 

Areas of new woodland. 

 
As well as new woodland, Portsmouth Water is proposing input into improving Havant Thicket and 
to develop tree planting projects elsewhere.  
 
A webinar for stakeholders will be held Monday 14th September (2.00pm to 4.00pm).   
Register here.  https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tKow5vqbQ6qWNYyTKSemVw 
Questions need to be sent in advance. 
 
During the webinar, Portsmouth Water will: 

♦ Present the findings from the ‘You said, we did’ feedback report, setting out a summary of the 
views heard during the consultation on the reservoir scheme in May / June 2020, and how they 
are responding to them in the forthcoming planning applications.  

♦ Include an update on the detail of the planning applications for Havant Thicket Reservoir, which 
are due to be submitted to Havant Borough Council and East Hampshire District Council in the 
next few weeks. 
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Celebrating our Street Trees - Judy Valentine   
 

 

Staunton Avenue, Hayling Island – Late 50s, early 60s. 
 
Staunton Avenue still feels like this on a warm summer’s day.  This is Kathie Wilson .The photo 
was taken in the late 1950s when Katie and her future husband Peter, a lifelong Hayling Islander, 
were courting.  The photographer isn’t known.  It was shared on the ‘Hayling Then and Now’ 
Facebook page by their daughter Paula.  It’s bought back many memories, including one from 
Brian Munday who remembered on a summer weekend the road would be full of people and 
families walking down to the beach with their buckets, spades and beach chairs, having just got off 
the train.  
 
Many of these trees have been felled and new ones have been planted, enabling future 
generations to continue a cool walk along Staunton Avenue.  Hampshire County Council’s 
Assistant Arboricultural Officer, Dave Collins, continues to keep an eye on the trees, watching out 
for decay, trimming the ground level growth and replanting as required.  There are 74 trees in 
Staunton Avenue.  Of these, 52 are Limes including 11 small-leaved limes, 3 weeping limes and 6 
Caucasian limes and 18 are Sycamores.  
 

 

The work was begun many years before as this 
postcard shows. 
 
 

 

This image from Google Streetview shows 
Staunton Avenue in June 2018. 
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Tree Canopy Cover – Judy Valentine 

    

In March 2020 we told you about a 
project to calculate tree cover by 
ward.  This work has now been 
completed and you can see the 
results on the Forest Research 
Map:  https://bit.ly/2PT8Mlo 

 
Tree cover varies throughout the 
Borough. The lowest is Hayling 
West with 6.8% Tree cover.  The 
highest is Cowplain with 33%. 
 
If you would like to find out more 
about completing your own tree 
cover assessment, more 
information is available from the 
Forest Research website. 
 

 
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/i-tree-eco/urbancanopycover/ 
 
James Cleaver, a Tree Warden in Norfolk, has made a calculation to work out how much tree 
planting is needed to reach the climate change committee target of 30,000 hectares a year.   
‘Take your area in hectares and x 0.0012 to give target additional hectares per year.’ 
 

 
The Queen’s Inclosure – Terry Smith 

Our August work party started bright and sunny.  We spent the morning digging out poplar which 
has taken advantage of the additional light created by felling diseased ash and is rapidly taking 
over that area.  Ash is coming back as coppice from the stumps and a variety of other tree species 
are present in small numbers, including hawthorn, blackthorn and holly with dog rose, honeysuckle 
and some remnants of butcher’s broom around the edge.  Some smaller plants, such as wood 
spurge are also coming through.  Deer have been enjoying the young tree shoots, but they have 
left the poplar alone.   

It was known that the oak plantation cannot be used for timber because much of it is full of metal 
and a batch was rejected by a saw mill.  We speculated that was connected with troops camped in 
the woods prior to D-Day and during the July work party we met someone who told us the woods 
had been strafed by the Luftwaffe a few days after D-Day. 

As the woodland is no longer used to produce a commercial crop, there have been discussions 
over whether to leave the area for a year to see what regenerates naturally or replant.  Some of the 
small oak trees we have been looking after may find a new home here.   

We expected a light shower in the afternoon.  Dampness at lunchtime became light drizzle which 
gradually turned to steady rain.  Pam and Peter had been removing another den and four bags of 
cans from a hollow tree and found an oak that had fallen across several hazel stools.  We started 
cutting the damaged hazel while the rain grew heavier and we abandoned the task when it became 
a downpour.  In the few minutes since we had crossed the bridge over Hermitage Stream, the 
water level had risen from an inch or so to well over a foot and the roads were awash with the 
roundabout at Tempest Avenue/Hulbert Road flooded and reduced to one slow-moving lane.  By 
the time I got home the rain had stopped and the sun was shining. 

The plan for September is to clear more poplar in the morning and dig out laurel and cut some 
hazel in the afternoon. 
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Tribute to Ray Cobbett (21st July 1938 – 3rd July 2020) by Sue Holt 

Ray Cobbett was a man of many parts, who had lived a full and 
varied life, with optimism and superb energy. I knew him for 
nearly twenty years in his capacity as founder of Havant Friends 
of the Earth and as an environmental campaigner – for, above 
all, Ray was a consummate campaigner. 

He was, as all who knew him would say, a larger than life 
character – a common phrase for an uncommon man. Since his 
death from cancer in July, the words and phrases describing him 
have often included: full of energy, a driving force to be reckoned 
with, committed, determined, inspiring, knowledgeable, full of 
enthusiasm. He liked nothing better than to debate and argue 
with friends over a pint, however heated it became, but 
remaining friends was the important thing. And winning the 
argument!  

Ray had a sharp intelligence, and a formidable knowledge founded on wide-ranging, detailed 
research, particularly about the environment. He would so often say, ‘Get your facts right!’ He had 
a persuasive way with words, which he put to effective use all the time and everywhere, to further 
this cause. He loved language, read voraciously and wrote innumerable letters, articles and 
documents, just over the time that I knew him. He was a true wordsmith. 

Many knew Ray as a man of politics, or a man of business, but, I believe, when he finally had time 
to be, he was truly a man of the countryside. After travelling to other countries, he became eager to 
see more of Britain, roaming from Sussex to Suffolk to Scotland (and to Ireland where some of his 
roots lay) and finding peace and renewal there. But in the end it was the local that mattered so 
much to him: he loved the community, the countryside and the built environment, the place of 
family and friends. And if it mattered to him, it mattered to others, and was worth the fight to 
protect. And that’s what he did, from working for groups like Brook Meadow to the Tree Wardens, 
to never losing faith with Friends of the Earth. He made a difference. His tenet for life seemed to 
be: look after your own patch of land, your community, and your family first. Then be the Eco-
warrior. 

Ray’s energy and commitment still reverberate around all of us to whom he was a true friend and 
valued colleague. And, I think, even to those to whom he was a respected opponent.  He will be 
missed. 

Our thoughts are with his wife, Pat, and his children Paul, Sophie and James and his grandchildren 
Lily and new little grandson, Barnaby. 
 
 
Tree of the Year 

The Woodland Trust has launched the 2020 Tree of the Year competition with a short list of ten 
trees for each of England, Scotland, and Wales.  The competition will not be run in Northern 
Ireland this year.  A panel of experts will select one of the three winning trees to represent the UK 
in the European Tree of the Year competition. 

 

Left:  The Allerton Oak in Calderstones Park, 
Liverpool was last year's winner for England.   
 
The park is mentioned in the Domesday Book 
and it is possible this ancient tree was already 
growing then.  The local court is said to have 
met under its branches in medieval times. 

Photo:  Ben Lee / Woodland Trust / PA Media 
 
Oaks are popular again this year with four on 
the English shortlist, each with a story. 
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European Tree of the Year 2020 is the Guardian 
of the Flooded Valley, a 350 year old Scots pine 
(Pinus sylvestris) in the Czech Republic.   
 
This pine, growing on a rocky headland, is 
named as a reminder of the village of Chudobín 
which was flooded when a dam was 
constructed. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

This Beech tree is growing just behind the 
former altar in the ruins of Bayham Abbey near 
Lamberhurst, Kent.  Part of the tree was lost 
during the great storm of 1987. 

 

Welsh contenders include The Monmouth 
Catalpa Tree.  Planted in 1900, it is the oldest 
and largest example in the UK.  It was nearly 
felled on safety grounds in 2005 because it was 
hollow and was saved by specialist arborists 
after a campaign by residents. 

 
By voting for your tree of the year, you will also be entered into the Tree of the Year prize draw – 
the winner will receive a £100 voucher from Joules, to use in any of their stores or online. 
Voting is open until noon on Thursday 24th September. 
 
The full list can be seen on The Woodland Trust website. 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/tree-of-the-year/ 
 
 
Diary Dates 
 
September 
 
Wednesday 2nd September 3.00pm – 4.30pm - Chalk Stream Invertebrates for Beginners 
Online via Zoom. 15 available places. Presenter: Susan Simmonds  

 

Part of a series of online training events organised by Hampshire 
& Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust. 
Discover some of the insects that are living in your chalk stream. 
A good launch pad for you if you are thinking about becoming a 
Riverfly or SmartRivers survey volunteer.  
https://www.facebook.com/events/1209268392742119 

If there is demand, the event will be repeated. 
To find out more, please e-mail Kathryn.Boler@hiwwt.org.uk 
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Saturday 5th September  10.45am  Tree Planting, Station Theatre, Hayling PO11 OEH 
Limited numbers.  Please contact Eric Walker for more information and to book your place. 
eric.walker377@gmail.com 
 
 
Thursday 10th September  7.30pm – 9.00 pm - Green Drinks Guided Walk 
A late summer evening walk and tour by Pete Roberts, PCC Countryside Officer, of the remnants 
of the coastal heathland of Fort Cumberland West and Vegetative Shingle of Eastney Beach. 

 

Explore the history and wildlife of the sites, and look at ecological 
succession and human impact. 
 
This event is subject to COVID-19 guidelines - updates will be 
posted nearer to the date. 
Meet at the Car Park on Fort Cumberland Road. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/253139882577475 
 
 

 
 
Thursday 24th September 7.00pm - 8:30pm - Chalk Stream Favourites 
Online via Zoom. 20 available places. Presenter: Susan Simmonds.  

 
 

Part of a series of online training events organised by 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust. 
Discover the special plants and animals that live in our globally 
rare chalk streams.  
https://www.facebook.com/events/2347201518919758/ 

To find out more, or register, please e-mail 
Kathryn.Boler@hiwwt.org.uk 

 
 
Sunday 27th September 11.00am -12.00pm - Seed Collection 

A walk along the Hayling Billy Trail collecting seeds as we go. Identify alder, ash, goat willow, 
poplar.  Maximum of 6 so that we can take COVID precautions.  
Booking essential: contact Judy Valentine emailjvalentine@gmail.com or phone 07730028080   

Please bring your own bags for seed collecting (paper is best).  
In case of adverse weather: We will advise you of cancellation by 10.00.  

Meet at the free car park at the southern end of the Hayling Billy Trail in Station Road, Hayling 
Island PO11 OEH (next to Station Theatre). 
 
 
Monday 28th September  10.00am – 4.00pm  -  HBTW  Work Party in The Queen’s Inclosure 

Please bring a packed lunch, refreshments, gloves and a high visibility vest if you have one.   
You may also wish to bring a folding chair. 
 
Volunteers will be at least two metres apart and other precautions will be in place. 

Meet at the entrance in Park Lane (opposite Cherry Tree Avenue) Cowplain at 10.00am.   
Parking in Cherry Tree Avenue, PO8 8BA   
 
Maximum six people, including the Ranger.  Places must be booked and confirmed in 
advance.  Please contact Terry Smith: tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com  
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October 
 
Wednesday 7th October   11.00am -12.00pm Seed Collection 

A walk around Halyards Estate Hayling Island. 
There is an abundance of hedge plants and trees including spindle, dogwood, oak, rose and 
Maples with veteran status. Maximum of 6 so that we can take COVID precautions. 
 
Booking essential: contact Judy Valentine emailjvalentine@gmail.com or phone 07730 028080   

Please bring your own bags for seed collecting (paper is best).  
In case of adverse weather: We will advise you of cancellation by 10.00  

Meet at the free car park, Legion Field, Legion Road, Hayling Island PO11 9ES 
 
 
Sunday 11th October 11.00am -12.00pm  Seed Collection 

A walk though the woodland along Ferry Road, Hayling Island. 

We’ll walk through the twisted oaks and then behind the Par 3 golf course, learning, enjoying and 
collecting seeds.  Maximum of 6 so that we can take COVID precautions. 
 
Booking essential: contact Judy Valentine emailjvalentine@gmail.com or phone 07730 028080   

Please bring your own bags for seed collecting (paper is best)  
In case of adverse weather: We will advise you of cancellation by 10.00  

Meet at Sinah Heavy Anti-Aircraft Battery Car Park Ferry Road, Hayling Island PO11 0BY 
 
 
Saturday 17th October  11.00am -12.00pm  Seed Planting  

The session will be in the garden .Please bring gloves and trowel.  
Maximum of 6 so that we can take COVID precautions.  
 
Booking essential: contact Judy Valentine emailjvalentine@gmail.com or phone 07730 028080   

Please bring the seeds that you have collected. 
In case of adverse weather: We will advise you of cancellation by 10.00. 

23 Tournerbury Lane, Hayling Island PO11 9DJ 
 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  23rd September 2020 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
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Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/ 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 
 
Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 


