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Watering New Trees on Hayling Island - Judy Valentine  

Our watering efforts during the recent hot spells have helped save a few new trees.  In 
Tournerbury Lane, Hayling Island there is a young oak tree (Quercus robur), planted by Hampshire 
CC contractors in 2018.  By May this year the leaves were all brown and shrivelled and we thought 
it was lost.  Local volunteer Yael Heinz undertook to water the tree regularly and to keep an eye on 
the nearby Midland Thorn (Crataegus laevigata 'Plena’) also planted in 2018.  The Midland Thorn 
was doing well and needed less watering.  We recently visited the young oak tree and we were so 
pleased to see new buds emerging.  Thank you to all the people who have volunteered to water 
trees in Hayling. 

 

 

Above:  New leaf buds on the oak. 

Left: Yael watering the oak in Tournerbury Lane. 

Photos:  Judy Valentine 
 
Emsworth Tree Wardens organised another project that saved 17 of the 20 street trees planted in 
2019/2020 and were delighted by the unhesitating willingness of local people to step in with 
buckets of water when asked for their help. 
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Dead Trees at the new Lidl, Hayling Island - Judy Valentine 

 

In May 2020, after a trip to Lidl in Manor Road, Hayling 
Island, I noticed that there were still a number of dead 
trees.  Replanting had not taken place.  I wrote to the 
Chief Planner who forwarded my enquiry to Amy 
Zelazik, Senior Planning Enforcement Officer. 
 
Amy dealt with my enquiry quickly and efficiently. She 
asked me for the location and I provided a map showing 
seven dead and one dying tree.  She wrote to Lidl who 
confirmed they have undertaken an arboricultural survey 
of this site and have subsequently instructed the 
landscape consultants to replace all failed trees after 
this summer.  The work is anticipated to be undertaken 
in September/ October and will be reviewed once 
completed.  
 
I have noticed that many new planning applications have 
an agreement to replant dead trees in the first five years, 
and I have seen this in the application for housing in 
Sinah Lane, Hayling. 

 
 
Consultation on England Tree Strategy 

Defra has opened a consultation on a new 
England Tree Strategy which, subject to review, 
will be published later this year.  The strategy 
will set out policy priorities to deliver the 
government’s commitment to increase tree 
planting to 30,000 hectares per year by 2025.  
 
It will focus on expanding, protecting and 
improving trees and woodland, how they can 
connect people to nature, support the economy 
with clean growth, help achieve the commitment 
to achieve net zero carbon emissions by 2050 
and recover biodiversity. 

 

Image:  Forestry Commission 
 
This strategy will set the ambition for UK trees for a generation.   Everyone, including members of 
the public, is invited to give their views and all Tree Wardens are urged to respond.   

The consultation closes on 11th September. 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/forestry/england-tree-strategy/ 
 
More information is given in the press release. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/consultation-launched-on-the-england-tree-strategy 
 
 
Environmental Land Management: policy discussion  

Defra has reopened the ELM Policy Discussion Document which was paused on 8th April due to 
concerns from stakeholders over the impacts of COVID-19. 
A series of interactive webinars will be run for farmers, foresters and land managers in England, to 
discuss what the proposals mean for them.  

The closing date for responses is 31st July 2020. 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/elm/elmpolicyconsultation/ 
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Hayling Update – Eric Walker 

 

16th June brought problems with a tree surgeon up 
an ash tree in West Lane, Hayling Island.  This is not 
the first instance where a Hayling Tree Warden is 
challenged by the proactive arborists.  In this case the 
tree was a street tree and HCC had, as it turns out, 
had discussions with the adjacent resident about 
Common Law pruning last year, but were not aware 
of the works at this time.  The risk tree-climbing 
arborists face is high and felling should not be done 
by climbing diseased ash trees because the nature of 
ash dieback is to stop water getting to the branches 
and canopy; they are thus brittle and could break with 
a person’s weight. 
 
 
Left:  Arborist up the ash tree. 
 

 
On 19th June The Tree Council published new guidance, Ash Dieback: a Guide for Tree Owners  
https://treecouncil.org.uk/science-and-research/ash-dieback/public-guidance/ 
to help to address the safety risks posed by ash dieback, while helping to reduce the ecological 
impact of this damaging tree disease. 
 
With the dry weather, a lot of elm trees are showing distress across the Island.  When the elm dies, 
the root throws up shoots and another generation is started.  A Sweet chestnut in Hollow Lane, 
felled by HCC last year, has been replaced by an elm Ulmus x New Horizon.  This is an American 
/Japanese hybrid which is a medium-to-large size, quick-growing tree, said to be completely 
resistant to Dutch Elm Disease.  Here in Hollow Lane, the chestnut tree stump is now throwing up 
its shoots; bean poles next year? 
 
St Thomas Avenue, Hayling showed a number 
of problem trees.  In one case, the basic tree is 
struggling with an interloper.  

 

 

While looking at the trees in West Lane, there 
was a fit and healthy ash, but was that gash 
down the trunk the result of a lightning strike?  
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Several trees on Hayling are shedding their bark. The photos below are of a Rowan in front of a 
private car park that started the year well, but is now very sick. There is a Norwegian maple 
'Crimson King' in Hayling Park that has been showing similar distress for some time, but it seems 
to be surviving, just. 

  
 
The Tree Council’s Ash Dieback Guide 
mentions taking photographs of ash trees as a 
way of recording how the disease in progressing 
in a particular tree.  Locally, I have a couple of 
sycamores with crown dieback that I have been 
observing over the last year or so.  Although "I 
have a little list..."  I think some of them are 
going to be missed. 
 
It’s not all doom and gloom.  Although most of 
the seeds have not come up, yet, the oaks are 
doing so well this spring that they may take a 
trip to our tree nursery in the autumn. 

 
 
 
Street Tree Works 

Hampshire Highways have informed us of four street trees to be removed. 

Two of the fastigiate hornbeams in Durham Gardens, Waterlooville were removed in June.   
Several of the fastigiate hornbeams in the road are infected with Nectria galligena, previously 
confirmed by Forest Research, which led to one being removed in 2016.  

 

Fastigiate hornbeams in Durham Gardens, 
Waterlooville.  (Image:  Google 2014) 

While some are showing signs of coping with 
this infection, the trees outside no.s 28 and 
31 have developed large cankers which are 
likely to have significantly affected the 
residual strength in the limbs of these trees 
and could cause the loss of 25-30% of their 
crowns.  As such, they are no longer 
considered viable for retention within the  
public highway and a crown reduction is not 
considered suitable for these trees.  HCC will 
look to plant replacement trees in the coming 
winter’s planting season. 
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Two lime trees growing on the highway verge 
outside no.s 422 and 424 Purbrook Way, 
Leigh Park, just on the west side of the 
junction with Parkhouse Farm Way, have 
been implicated as contributing to 
subsidence damage to the adjacent 
properties.  Retaining these trees would 
require significant crown reductions followed 
by an ongoing pruning program which would 
not leave them in good condition, so HCC 
have decided to remove the limes and 
replace them with smaller growing trees with 
a lower water demand.  These removal 
works should be completed by the middle of 
July and, again, HCC will look to replant in 
the coming winter planting season. 

 

The lime trees in Purbrook Way. 
(Photo:  Terry Smith) 

 
 
Palm ‘Trees’ for Hayling Island - Judy Valentine 

The suggestion of palm trees at Eastoke Corner, Hayling Island has been championed by various 
individuals over the years.  Hayling is a seaside resort and the idea is that these palm-type ‘trees’ 
would give a boost to Hayling as a tourist destination.  Andrew Skeet of Havant Borough Council 
was asked to look into the idea by local councillors a few years ago, but, as far as can be seen, no 
conclusion was reached before he moved from Havant to East Hampshire.  

 

The idea was cautiously welcomed.  Andrew 
noted that, if it could be successfully achieved, it 
would enhance the area although he felt it might 
not be realistic to expect palms to thrive in 
Hayling.  The palms at the Gorran Roundabout 
didn’t succeed.  The Monterey Pines planted 
along Seafront Road eastwards from the funfair 
have seriously struggled to make headway and 
Monterey Pines were deemed to be tolerant of 
coastal conditions.  Andrew stated that Hayling 
Seafront can be a very harsh environment and 
his concern was that a lot of money would be 
spent with the result of a few tatty palms 
remaining in a few years time.  There are locals 
who would help fund some planting although, as 
Tree Wardens, we would not want to see our 
funds spent on this project. 
 
Left:  A successful palm-type ‘tree’ growing in a 
front garden in St Mary’s Rd Hayling Island. 
(Photo:  Judy Valentine) 

We generally need to promote native species in woodland and hedgerows if we want them to 
retain their character and remain suitable for the wildlife that lives there.  We should acknowledge 
that some native tree species are seriously affected by pests and diseases and in some other 
places, such as gardens, streets and parks, we can be more flexible and consider non-native 
species, as gardeners and councils have done for visual impact for many years.  When planting 
trees, we need to think what will happen in perhaps, 50 to 100 years or more and the effects of 
climate change may mean some non-native trees will be more suited to some locations than some 
native trees. 
 
What do you think? I personally love to see palm trees when I visit Torquay, but do wonder how 
they manage to get them to that great size and keep a good condition.    
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Ash Dieback in The Queen’s Inclosure  

Forestry Commission contractors have 
felled trees with ash dieback, backing onto 
the houses in Goodwood Close at the 
eastern end of the Queen’s Inclosure, 
Cowplain.  Any oak in that part of the wood 
has been left.  
 
Replanting will take place this autumn, 
probably with mixed broadleaves.  
 
Left:  The yellow line indicates the area 
where trees have been removed 
(Image:  Google) 

 
 

 

We plan to resume work parties in the 
Queen’s Inclosure at the end of July.  In 
line with Government guidelines, a 
maximum of six people are allowed, 
including the Ranger.  Volunteers will be 
at least two metres apart and other 
precautions will be in place.  Places will 
need to be booked and confirmed in 
advance.  See Diary Dates for details. 
 
Right:  Queen’s Inclosure after ash felled.  
(Photo:  Peter Wallbank) 

 
 
 
New Member 

Anne Sayer - Emsworth 
 
 
 
Horse Chestnut Trees in Victoria Avenue - Judy Valentine  

 
Last year two mature Horse Chestnut trees were 
lost from Victoria Avenue Hayling Island.  They had 
become heavily decayed.  While horse chestnuts 
can live up to 300 years in an open field, they are 
stressed in urban conditions and have declined 
significantly over the past 20 years due to leaf 
miner, which does not kill the tree but weakens it, 
leaving it susceptible to disease.  The presence of 
bleeding canker, which does kill the trees, spreads 
quickly to others when they are weakened in this 
way.  Halfway along the Avenue, the next tree to 
go is showing real signs of decay but still has a 
good canopy of leaves  
 
 
Right:  View along Victoria Avenue, Hayling Island. 

 
 



About Trees 7 of 9 July 2020 
 

 

As the old trees have decayed, new trees have been 
planted in Victoria Avenue.  There are no new horse 
chestnut plantings, but three sweet chestnuts, thought to 
be more resilient, have been planted along with walnut, 
yew and buckthorn.  These can all be seen on Treezilla 
‘The Monster Map of Trees’.  
https://www.treezilla.org/treezilla/map/ 
 
Victoria Avenue currently has 19 trees.  In 1897 it was a 
road without trees.  In that year 60 Horse chestnut trees 
were planted and ten of those remain today.  The story 
of the planting is told below. 
 
Left:  One of the Horse Chestnuts planted to 
         commemorate Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee. 

 
Well known journalist and author Mr William Thomas Stead, 62, of Cambridge House, Wimbledon 
Park, London SW and 'Holly Bush', Hayling Island, Hampshire, led the Island's celebrations of 
Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee by organizing the planting of a tree for each year of her reign 
June 20, 1897. 
 
The Portsmouth Evening News reported the occasion.  

Hayling Island Saturday 26th of June 1897  
Jubilee festivities  
‘The celebration of the Queen’s record reign at Hayling on Thursday opened with a draw for trees 
in the proposed Victoria Avenue.  A procession was then formed and headed by the Purbrook 
industrial school band marched to the new road where 60 of the leading inhabitants deposited 
numbers in places where the trees will be planted in the autumn. Mr WT Stead who addressed the 
gathering said that although the idea of planting the Avenue was his, the plan was so pretty and 
practical he felt sure that if he had not brought it forward others would have been pleased to do so.  
Trees were true emblems of this mighty empire which sent its roots deeper into the Earth every 
year and continued to expand in every direction. The electors he continued, were the true rulers, 
but this did not prevent the Queen from using her influence which was always on the side of peace 
and justice (cheers)’.  
 
The Queen’s Diamond jubilee in 2012 sparked memories for Hayling residents and an article 
appeared in the local paper – ‘The Islander’.  Local resident John Usherwood produced a memento 
of the Victoria Jubilee in 1897.  The book included a map showing the layout of the trees in Victoria 
Avenue, then part of the Westfield Estate. 

 

 

Above:  William Stead 

Left:  map showing the layout  
         of the trees in  
         Victoria Avenue. 
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The book describes how the tree planting took place on the 22nd of November 1897 

‘With a great ceremony and rejoicing the public assembled in force and evinced great interest and 
enthusiasm.  Forming a procession they, headed by two sturdy Islanders bearing the British flags 
and the Hayling drum and fife band proceeded to Victoria Avenue. 

On arriving at the Avenue the national anthem was sung with considerable effect. 
Mr WT Stead gave a short address referring to the Queen and her happy reign after which the 60 
white and pink horse chestnuts were planted the first by Mr Stead and the last by Mr Webb the 
oldest inhabitant present. 
The planting complete the national anthem was again most enthusiastically sung’. 
 
W T Stead, a pioneer of investigative journalism, went down with the RMS Titanic on his way to 
address a peace conference at Carnegie Hall in New York, at the request of President William Taft.   
There is a blue plaque on his home in Selsmore Avenue and a garden in his memory in Mengham, 
Hayling Island. 

 

Above:  Replacement horse    
             chestnut at Seacourt. 

Above right:  Commemorative  
                      plaque at Seacourt. 

 

Tree planting ceremonies allow us to celebrate, commemorate 
and to give something for the benefit of the next generation.  
It’s a tradition we continue in Hayling Island.  In 1997, on the 
one hundredth anniversary, the Friends of Hayling Trees (the 
predecessor to our Tree Warden scheme) planted a horse 
chestnut in the frontage of Seacourt in Victoria Avenue.  It died 
and was replaced. Unfortunately, the second tree is not 
thriving. Perhaps we can plant another?  

Other more successful schemes have continued.  Every year since 1974, the Mayor of Havant has 
planted a tree, first in Legion Field and now in Hayling Park. 

To enable us to individually celebrate and commemorate our loved ones, the Woodland Trust runs 
a tree planting scheme in over 50 woods across the UK 
https://shop.woodlandtrust.org.uk/dedications 

 
Readers’ Photos 

Ivy in Hayling pretending to be a tree. 
(Photo:  Judy Valentine) 
 
 
There are more photos on our website and our Facebook 
page.  If you see something interesting during your daily 
exercise or in your garden, please send us a photo. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Monday 27th July  10.00am – 4.00pm  -  HBTW  Work Party in The Queen’s Inclosure 
Please bring a packed lunch, refreshments, gloves and a high visibility vest if you have one.   
You may also wish to bring a folding chair. 
 
Volunteers will be at least two metres apart and other precautions will be in place. 

Meet at the main entrance in Park Lane, Cowplain, PO8 8AB at 10.00am.   
Parking in Park Lane (please do not park on the verge) or in Winscombe Avenue. 
 
Maximum six people, including the Ranger.  Places must be booked and confirmed in 
advance.  Please contact Terry Smith: tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com  
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  24th July 2020 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/ 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 
 
Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 
 


