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After a dry April and May, there is speculation 
that June could also be the driest on record and 
a campaign has been launched to encourage 
regular watering of newly-planted trees over the 
summer months to help them become 
established and survive to maturity. 
 
The dry weather which much of the UK 
experienced during April raised the question of 
how trees might be affected by COVID-19 if 
those people who usually water them are no 
longer able to do so.  

 
The Arboricultural Association has worked with 
three organisations representing tree officers 
across the country to develop an information 
poster and watering tags which can be printed 
at home and fixed to tree stakes or tied to the 
tree. www.trees.org.uk/watering 
 
If you have a tree outside your house, or one 
that you pass on your daily walk, then you can 
help.  Requirements vary depending on a 
number of factors such as species and location, 
but a general rule is that they should receive at 
least 50 litres (5 large buckets) of water per 
week in May, June, July and August.   
 
Could you adopt a tree near you? 

 

Dying trees at Saxon Corner, Emsworth 
(Saturday 30th May) 

Photo:  Malinda Griffin 
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The main points are: 

♦ Watering should ideally be carried out in the early morning or evening. 

♦ It is good practice to water trees for the first three years after planting. 

♦ If the tree has a watering pipe, then half the water should be poured down the pipe and the 
other half around the tree.  If the tree has a watering bag, then fill that. 

♦ Where possible, water should be sustainably sourced.  Harvested rainwater is ideal, but 
bath water or water that has been used for washing up can also be used. 

A good soak once a week is better than watering trees with small amounts daily, which encourages 
roots near to the surface; those roots can be scorched and die during long periods of hot weather.  
That said, any water is better than none. 
 
 
Watering Groups 

Judy Valentine has created a watering group for 
street trees on Hayling using the TiCL app 
developed with The Tree Council. 
The trees can be seen on a map here.  
https://ticl.me/West-
Thorney/headlines/13832/view 
 
The app has been designed to enable tree trails 
to be created to help visitors learn about the 
trees, without the need for a printed map or 
physical signage.  It can also help visitors find 
amenities and other points of significance. 
Find out about the app and download complete 
instructions here. 
https://treecouncil.org.uk/tree-trial/ 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Judy has posted on the Hayling Island Facebook page and received some responses from people 
who have offered to water trees.  If you know of other young trees on Hayling that would benefit 
from regular watering, you can either add them yourself or Judy can add them for you, if you e-mail 
the information to emailjvalentine@gmail.com. 
 
We need to create watering groups for other areas in the Borough.  https://ticl.me/ticlapp 
 
 
Trees for The Downs 

The South Downs Trust has created a fund to 
work with a wide variety of groups to plant 
native trees in the South Downs and 
submissions of a short Expression of Interest 
are invited, including details of proposed site.  
Detailed planning is not required at that stage. 

♦ The planting site must lie within the South 
Downs National Park boundary. 

♦ Applicants must cover the planting and 
ongoing care costs of any trees provided  

♦ The Trust hopes to start allocating trees for 
planting this winter. 

 

 
https://www.southdownstrust.org.uk/trees-
fund/?fbclid=IwAR2YrtoKr7cowL3yzhOTW24RTr1HhUgGGwGsoUyPCKnHuXm1Il3R4ieM6rE 
 



About Trees 3 of 11 June 2020 
 

New Reservoir to Destroy Ancient Woodland – Malinda Griffin 

A significant area of ancient woodland could be destroyed if new reservoir proposals go ahead in 
Hampshire, says the Woodland Trust.  The new reservoir site put forward by Portsmouth Water is 
next to Havant Thicket, a large ancient woodland.  This is part of the historic Forest of Bere which 
dates back over a thousand years and was included in the Domesday book. 
 
Four areas of ancient woodland totalling 14 hectares (35 acres) could face the chop: Round Wood, 
Middle Clearing, part of Havant Thicket, and The Avenue – a long stretch of ancient woodland also 
designated as wood pasture habitat. 
 
This site has been chosen as part of plans to secure future water supply for the South East region. 
Lead campaigner for the Woodland Trust, Jack Taylor said: “We understand the need for a 
reservoir and are not against the plans in principle, but such projects should not come at the 
expense of irreplaceable ancient habitat. 
 
“It is one of our rarest habitats.  It has lain undisturbed for centuries, evolving into a delicate eco-
system capable of supporting thousands of species of birds, mammals, invertebrates, lichens, 
mosses, flowers and plants.  Some species rely on ancient woodland survival for their very 
existence.  At this time of climate and nature emergency we should be protecting this habitat, not 
destroying it. 

 

Ancient Havant Thicket faces unacceptable damage if reservoir plans go ahead. 
(Photo: Jack Taylor / WTML) 
 
“The Woodland Trust is the voice for trees and woods and we want our supporters to add their 
voice to ours and call on Portsmouth Water to find an alternative site for this reservoir.” 
 
Portsmouth Water is investing to plant trees to create a new woodland corridor, including Oak, 
Hornbeam, Field Maple, Sweet Chestnut and Lime, as well as hedgerows, made up of Hazel, Dog 
Rose, Hawthorn, Wild Cherry, Rowan and Holly. 
 
As it grows, the new woodland will provide a valuable connection between other areas of woodland 
on the site and further afield.  It will allow birds and mammals, such as dormice and bats, to move 
around and feed more easily in the area.  However, it will be many decades before this woodland 
can begin to provide the habitats and wildlife resources that will be lost if an alternative site is not 
found. 
 
The public consultation by Portsmouth Water will run until 8th June 2020.  A planning 
application will likely follow in September.  You can learn more and respond to the consultation 
using the Woodland Trust’s easy online form: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/protecting-trees-
and-woods/campaign-with-us/havant-thicket/ 

The full feedback form is available here: 
https://portsmouthwaterreservoirconsultation.uk.engagementhq.com/have-your-
say/survey_tools/feedback-survey 
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Hayling Update – Eric Walker 
 
Poplar in Fathoms Reach, Hayling 

We have received some information from Hampshire County Council about the work to a poplar in 
Fathoms Reach, Hayling Island, as reported in the May issue of 'About Trees'. 
 
This tree, a Populus nigra (Black Poplar), is privately owned, outside of the public highway, and 
covered by a TPO.  The recent pruning works were carried out by HCC contractors as the 
minimum works required to ensure an acceptable level of safety for users of the public highway 
and to not leave the tree in a dangerous condition when the owner of the tree failed to comply with 
legal notice served under section 154 (2) of the Highways Act 1980.  The upper crown of this tree 
had become structurally unsound and was shedding limbs to 250mm diameter into the public 
highway.  The limbs were failing at previous pruning points which were becoming dysfunctional.  
 

 

At 38m high, the tree was probably the highest 
in the Borough; today the tree is about 19m 
high. However, with a trunk diameter of 1.72m, 
it should be should be in the record books.  
 
The Defra Hedgerow Survey Handbook (2007) 
gives rule of thumb trunk diameters for Veteran 
Trees and in the case of Populus nigra it gives 
the maximum Diameter at Breast Height (1.3m) 
as 1.59m. The table gives the hybrid Black 
Italian Poplar a maximum DBH of 1.91m, so is 
this Fathoms Reach poplar a hybrid?   
 
Left:  The poplar in Fathoms Reach, now with 
leaves and viewed from its best side, the north. 

 
Populus nigra betulifolia - Black Poplar is Britain’s rarest native tree, (see 
https://www.britishhardwood.co.uk/populus-nigra-betulifolia ) and it is now recognised that the 
Black Poplar needs immediate positive action to prevent any further decline in numbers. A large, 
fast-growing, broad-leaved tree, it was once common on flood plains and in river valleys, but the 
destruction of habitat and hybridisation with other species has meant that this ecologically 
important tree is now seriously endangered. 
 
Thanks to those who suggested further sites for trees on Hayling Island.  Further preparations are 
on hold until "normal working is resumed".  It was good to see Norse watering the plants on the 
roundabout by Beachlands, Hayling, on 19th May.  Even better was Norse not cutting all the 
verges so we can see the wildflowers that Netty and Wildflower Island are seeking. 
 
Replacements for Ash Trees 

We have been told that HCC has set aside funds to deal with the ash dieback trees.  Jon Stokes of 
The Tree Council strongly recommends that the replacement trees are not ash.  We understand 
that HCC has about 80 ash street trees on Hayling and HBC have about 75 in the parks, we know 
there are some ash trees in gardens so the loss of all these trees could be very noticeable. It may 
be that the trees gradually die back more each year and so they will not all disappear in a short 
space of time.  This last winter a large sick ash in Hayling Park was removed in the interest of 
public safety by HBC as it had a well-used footpath under its canopy. 
  
Recent research indicates that locations with a high density of ash trees, such as ash woodland, 
are more severely affected by dieback than trees in open canopies (hedges, isolated trees) or 
trees in forest with a mixture of tree species and just a few ashes.  This gives hope that some ash 
will survive and could justify planting them sparingly.  (Editor) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-52582304 
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Elm 

We have watched with dismay the decline of the elm, a 
majestic woodland tree, felled by the bark beetle.  Generally 
the roots send up shoots and these grow for some time.  
Forest Research says the best way to conserve hedgerow 
elms at present may be to keep them trimmed, since 
prominent elms are more likely to attract the bark beetles for 
feeding. Optimistically, they say that although further cycles 
of disease can be expected, elm will survive to provide a 
potential contribution to future landscapes. There is one 
mature elm in Hayling Park, close to the Bacon Lane 
entrance; it has lost its two companions and they are now 
just bunches of shoots on old roots, so it will be good to 
keep monitoring them all. 
 
 
Right:  Elm in Hayling Park  (Photo: Ann Jones) 

 
 
Street Trees 

There are two places, one on Beach Road one on Staunton Avenue, where big trees have recently 
been removed from gardens and there is now room in the verge for street trees.  

 

Staunton Avenue  (Photo:  Eric Walker) 
 

 

Tree felling in Beach Road - Just started. 

 

Nearly finished.  (Photos:  Eric Walker) 
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The Tree Council ‘Branching Out’ Fund is open - apply now! 

The Tree Council has funds available to assist schools and community groups who would like to 
plant trees or hedgerows this winter.  Projects between £300 and £1,500 (excluding VAT) will be  
100% funded provided young people up to the age of 21 are actively involved in the planting.  The 
intention is for planting to take place during National Tree Week – 28th November to 6th December 
2020.  Payment will be made after completion of the project.  Applications will be considered as 
they are received, and all projects must be completed and payments claimed by 31 March 2021.  If 
the project cannot go ahead this winter due to social distancing restrictions, the deadline will be 
extended to the following year.  

A strong application will detail how the trees will be sourced, planted and cared for, whilst also 
demonstrating excellent value for money and active educational engagement of children and 
young people, up the age of 21.  The planting site must be on public/trust owned/leased land. 

Free tree packs for schools are supported by the Tree Angel Orchards Fund.  

The application form and guidance materials can be downloaded from the Tree Council website.  
https://treecouncil.org.uk/take-action/grants-for-trees/ 
 
 
What do ancient and other veteran trees need for the future? 

 

The Ancient Tree Forum is asking people who 
care about ancient and other veteran trees to 
help shape its work by completing a short 
survey.  The results will feed into a strategy 
review and help inform work for the next five 
years. 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AOVTsurvey 
 
 
Left:  Ancient Oaks, Staverton Thicks, Suffolk. 
Some of these trees are over 1,000 years old. 

Photo:  Gary Battell 

 
 
Portsmouth Tree Wardens - Pauline Powell 

My latest tree photo for Tree Council's ‘Walk 
Where You May campaign’. 

Common Whitebeam (Sorbus aria) in Gatcombe 
Park, Hilsea, Portsmouth on my 16th May walk. 
I wonder what the little girl is looking at?  I like 
this tree for its compact shape, lovely blossom 
and leaves and promise of red berries to come. 

The Cornwallis Community Orchards group is 
busy planning restarting fruit tree planting in the 
autumn around the City; Portsmouth and 
Southsea Tree Wardens are on board for this 
project, which includes some school grounds.  
They have been recruiting tree wardens and 
other volunteers to help water the new fruit trees 
planted earlier this year. We are also involved in 
the plans to plant 75 native trees on the 
Southwick Estate during the next planting 
season to commemorate the anniversary of VE 
Day.  And planning a memorial tree of our own. 

 

Common Whitebeam in Gatcombe Park 

Photo:  Pauline Powell 
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Lockdown Photos 

 

Bird Cherry 

The leaves look like cherry, but the bark does 
not have the typical shiny appearance with 
horizontal markings.  Although the individual 
flowers look like cherry, most cherry species do 
not have flower spikes. 
 
Apparently, the bark has an unpleasant, acrid 
scent that is so strong it was placed on doors to 
ward off the plague.  It could come back into 
fashion! 
 
 
Left:  Bird Cherry, St John’s Avenue, Purbrook. 
Sunday 26th April.  Photo: Terry Smith 

 
 
This Manna Ash (also known as flowering ash) 
fraxinus ornus was seen in Gatcombe Park, 
Hilsea.  It’s outside the Borough, but worth 
showing.  Thursday 23rd April 2020. 
 
Photo: Pauline Powell  
(Portsmouth & Southsea Tree Wardens) 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Above:  Apple blossom (April) 

Left:  Horse chestnut (April) 

Photos:  Rob Foord 
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Hornbean Illegally Felled in Southampton Cemetery 

On Sunday 17th May a large hornbeam was illegally felled at the Lordswood end of Hollybrook 
Cemetery, Southampton.  It is believed the tree was cut down with a chainsaw at around 10.20pm.  
There had been recent sightings of teenagers riding motorbikes across graves in the cemetery and 
a neighbour thought he heard dirt bikes being revved up again that evening.  It has been described 
as a mindless act and a planned act of vandalism that has shocked the local community. 
 

 

The cemetery, opened in 1913, contains more 
than 53,000 graves and is home to the 
Hollybrook Memorial, which honours almost 
2,000 people who died in the First World 
War and have no known grave.  A memorial 
seat near the chapel commemorates 
civilians killed during the Second World 
War.  No graves were damaged when the 
tree was felled.   

 
The hornbeam in Hollybrook Cemetery. 

Photo:  Southampton City Council 
 
Staff at Marwell Zoo, which is run by a charity, contacted the council after seeing social media 
posts about the felling.  Keepers have filled 21 barrels with twigs and foliage stripped from the tree 
and the browse will be fed to the zoo's ruminant species, including giraffes, okapi, bongo, and 
pygmy hippo, to help reduce costs at a time when the zoo is receiving no income from visitors. 
 
Southampton City Council will plant two trees as replacements in the autumn.  The culprits have 
not been found.  Anyone with information can contact police on 101, quoting crime reference 
number 44200176294.  
 
 
Foamy Canker 

 

These photos of foamy canker were taken in a 
beech grove on the Isle of Wight. 

Photos:  Polly Mitchell  

 
Foamy Canker (also called slime flux, alcoholic flux or wetwood) appears as white foaming 
bubbles, similar to washing-up liquid mixed with water, exuding from cracks or holes in bark, 
commonly on elm, liquidambar (sweet gum), oak, and pittosporum.  The cambium and inner bark 
(phloem) may be discoloured, mushy, or dead.  The foam may smell like fermenting yeast or 
alcohol, hence the alternative name of alcoholic flux. 



About Trees 9 of 11 June 2020 
 

 
Damaged bark allows bacteria to enter the tree and drought stresses reduce the tree's ability to 
resist infection.  While small infections may be treated by carefully pruning infected branches and 
removing damaged bark without cutting into healthy cambium, there is no cure. To prevent 
infecting healthy tissues, disinfect all pruning tools with a mixture of equal parts alcohol and water. 
Severely damaged trees will need to be removed. 
 
Damage to bark can be avoided by not using lawnmowers and strimmers near to trees.  Watering 
the tree during hot dry months can reduce stress and increase resistance to bacteria. 
 
 
Walk Where You May 

 

This tree is in one of the Warblington Castle 
Farm fields that have Pook Lane bordering to 
the west and overlook Langston Harbour. It has 
had a hard life with either cold north winds or 
salt laden south winds, and soil compacted too 
by cattle. To the right of this shot you'd see 
Warblington Castle itself. 

Saturday 9th May 

 
Left:  Dead but beautiful, oak tree at 
Warblington. 
Photo: Malinda Griffin 
 
 

 

 

Ash stump in Hayling Park.   
The darker fungus looks like Cramp Balls or 
King Alfred’s Cakes (Daldinia concentrica) 
The lighter fungus looks like Turkeytail  
(Trametes versicolor/Coriolus versicolor)  
Can anyone confirm this? 

Photo: Polly Mitchell 

 

This fastigiate form of the Golden Elm Ulmus 
hollandica ‘Wredei’ which originated in Germany 
was planted some twenty years ago.   
 
Photo: Michele West 

 
There are more photos on our website and our Facebook page.  If you see something interesting 
during your daily exercise or in your garden, please send us a photo. 
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Diary Dates 
 
1st to 30th June – 30 Days Wild 
This June the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust invites you to do one wild thing a day 
throughout the whole month: for your health, well being and for the planet. That’s 30 simple, fun 
and exciting Random Acts of Wildness. 

Free, downloadable pack to help you plan your wild month, plus lots of ideas.   

https://action.wildlifetrusts.org/page/57739/petition/1 
 
 
Thursday 4th June - Green places, successful places: Webinar 3 
Why greening the UK’s cities, towns and neighbourhoods matters and how to do it successfully. 

2:00pm - 3:30pm 

https://www.tcpa.org.uk/Event/green-cities-webinar-series-making-places-greener-practical-tools-
and-insights?utm_source=Green+Infrastructure+Partnership&utm_campaign=018740934f-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_06_26_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f4eb0dc7a3-
018740934f-103373281 
 
 
Friday 5th June  Webinar:  Nature-Based Recovery: A path to a global green recovery 
On World Environment Day, Climate Action and the Capitals Coalition, team up to explore how our 
natural world, biodiversity and conservation could hold the answers to a global green recovery. 

4.00pm – 5.00pm 

http://www.climateaction.org/webinars/nature-based-recovery 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  23rd June 2020 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/ 
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Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 
 
Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 
 
 
 

 


