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We had several work parties planned for the second half of March and they will have to wait until 
we are advised it is safe to resume group activities.  The hedge planting will probably take place in 
the autumn.  Other groups were able to plant trees before the government advice on social 
distancing came into effect and reports are included in this issue.  If you are stuck at home, we 
have ideas for citizen science projects you can contribute to and some suggested reading. 
 
You could also write an article for ‘About Trees’ or send us a photograph.  We welcome 
suggestions for future articles and feedback from readers and if you have a question about trees 
we will do our best to find an answer. 
 
 
Allotment – Terry Smith 

 

Tree whips in the allotment awaiting planting in 
the autumn. 

 
The allotment has proved particularly useful at 
the moment.  Following the issue of a licence 
from Portsmouth City Council, Ralph Cousins 
obtained a grant from the Apex budget for 
environmental projects in Leigh Park and 250 
whips were ordered to infill the hedge at 
Stockheath Common on Saturday 21st March; 
most now have a temporary home in the 
allotment. 
 
We also have 80 goat willows that we currently 
have no plans for.  If you know of a suitable site 
or you can use any or all of them, please let us 
know. 
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Hayling Update – Eric Walker 

As we got into March it was evident that there would be no tree or hedge planting this Spring. 
Indeed, the routine maintenance on the trees we planted earlier was also in abeyance. I just felt 
sorry for those who had made preparations to plant in March or April and hoped the plants had not 
left the nurseries when the 'halt everything' message was delivered.  
  
So, as we go to press, planting in November this year and the spring of 2021 seems to be where 
we are going. Just how many trees could we plant on Hayling next winter is a good question.  As a 
target, let’s see if we can find places for 400 trees.  However HCC is forming a ‘Climate Change' 
team so this may facilitate the further planting of trees, in our case on Hayling Island. 
  
One option is to work from the list of HCC Street Trees.  With that list there are several challenges. 
Basically, HCC has been identifying those that had gone and have replaced them.  So that leaves 
the gaps which can be filled, so exactly where are they?  The aerial views on various web sites are 
about four years out of date.  If we can identify the possible locations then, when we are able to 
visit the sites, we can check them out. 
  
Both HCC and HBC have land not covered by SSSI or SINC where the introduction of tree planting 
trees could be possible. There are several housing estates with a large area of grass surrounded 
by houses; again, we are seeking support from the residents’ associations to plant trees in their 
area. 
 
 
The Queen’s Inclosure – Terry Smith 

 

Our February work party was postponed to the 
following Monday due to high winds and 
predicted heavy rain.  Our January work party 
concentrated on removing parrot’s feather weed 
from the main pond.  This time Peter pulled on 
the waders once again and removed the 
pickerel weed, another invasive species.   
 
There was a large deposit of frog spawn at the 
back of the pond where it was protected from 
the numerous very active news; these are 
believed to be smooth newts, also known as 
common newts.   

A few branches had been returned to the pond and were removed again; some were used to fill in 
holes around the fence to stop dogs from gaining entry under the fence.  The remainder were 
moved away into the trees, piled up and covered with leaves to create a hibernaculum. 

 

Filling in a hole next to the fence around the 
main pond. 

 

Building a hibernaculum with branches retrieved 
from the main pond. 
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After lunch we moved to the smaller pond.  The 
last time I had seen the pond, at the end of 
November, it was no more than a large puddle; 
it had been considerably enlarged by the recent 
rain and visited by breeding frogs.  
 
A channel had been scraped through the gravel 
path to the nearby stream and the pond had 
been repeatedly drained.  We built a dam in the 
gap, filled in the channel and raked leaves and 
mud from the pond to build up the banks before 
returning frog spawn to the pond. 
  
 

 

Filling in the channel across the path next to the 
smaller pond. 

 

Returning frog spawn to the smaller pond after 
the repair work. 

 
As previously, we were joined by experienced volunteers from several local conservation groups, 
including PAWARA, Friends of Nore Barn Wood and Friends of Park Wood.  I was impressed with 
the way everyone saw what needed to be done and just got on with it.  When we resume work 
parties we will make a start on coppicing the more mature hazel. 
 
 
Tree Planting in Waterlooville 

At the beginning of February, Winchester City 
Council organised a tree planting at Newlands 
Walk Open Space, Darnel Road in Waterlooville 
as part of the Council's pledge to improve green 
spaces and take action to tackle the climate 
emergency.  The 300 whips and 42 larger trees 
including oak, sweet chestnut, birch and 
hornbeam were planted over two days  
(Friday 31st January and Saturday 1st 
February). 
 
More than 30 volunteers included local 
residents, members of Winchester Action on 
Climate Change (WinACC), University of 
Winchester students, council staff and 
employees of local businesses and other local 
organisations. 

 

Tree planting at Newlands Walk Open Space. 

Photo:  Kay Mitchell (WinACC) 
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The whips were purchased by WinACC using money donated to the charity via the ‘Love Miles 
Levy’.  The levy is calculated according to the duration of flights and is split equally between 
planting trees and working towards a net-zero carbon Winchester District.  The scheme is still open 
should anyone wish to donate in the future.  WinACC hopes that this first tree planting will be the 
start of a rise of positive action to combat climate change locally.  https://www.winacc.org.uk/ 
 
Winchester City Council has pledged to plant hundreds more trees across the district as part of its 
Carbon Neutrality Action Plan. 
 
 
More Tree Planting in Portsmouth – Pauline Powell 

 

Trish Bell (Charles Dickens Community 
Orchards) and Pauline Powell (Portsmouth & 
Southsea Tree Wardens) with other Tree 
Wardens and volunteers in Victoria Street Park. 

 
On Sunday 8th March, to celebrate the 10th 
Anniversary of Portsmouth & Southsea Tree 
Wardens, we planted ten heritage fruit trees in 
Victoria Street Park in association with the 
Portsmouth Pocket Park project (Emma 
Loveridge), the Charles Dickens Community 
Orchards (Trish Bell and Dennis David), PCC 
Landscape Architect (Helen Bergin), 
Portsmouth Friends of the Earth (Rachel 
Hudson), Stacey Centre (Tracey Jones), 
GoodGym and The Tree Council (Jon Stokes).   
 
City trees and shrubs provide a host of benefits 
for people and wildlife in our urban landscape. 
We all want to see more trees planted, of the 
right kind, in the right places and better care for 
those we already have.  

 
Our final formal fruit tree planting of the season 
took place on Saturday14th March.  We planted 
five cherry trees, some hazel and elders around 
the green space in Britain Street, Portsea.  
Izambard Kingdom Brunel was born in Britain 
Street in 1806.  This completes the latest phase 
of the Charles Dickens Community Orchard 
Trail.  Very many thanks to all our dedicated, 
hard working volunteers for making it happen. 
 
Right:  Tree Wardens and other volunteers at 
the green space in Britain Street. 

Photos: Jon Stokes 

 

 
 
 
When Tree Warden Activities are cancelled, what alternatives are there? – Paul Diaper 

All is not lost, even if you are stuck at home during this Covid-19 crisis.  It is still possible to do 
some useful voluntary work, helping our environment and trees. 
 
How is this possible? 

There is a global trend on the internet called Citizen Science.  The idea is that you work on a 
computer connected to the internet.  In your web browser you look at photographs, maps or hand 
written text and enter what you observe into a database on a web site.  Scientists and other 
professionals then use the data to do research.  This is very valuable because it allows scientists 
and researchers to focus on science and research! 
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What projects are out there? 

There are quite a few subjects, ranging from 
tree surveys to penguin tagging.  I will briefly 
describe a few here, but if these projects don't 
interest you then just use the links to find 
something you like. 

 

 
 
i-Tree Canopy https://canopy.itreetools.org 

This Forest Research project uses Google Maps to create tree canopy surveys. This is achieved 
by selecting a ward area to study and then using the web based tool to determine statistically the 
tree canopy in that ward. Havant Borough Tree Wardens have completed Havant, but there are 
lots of wards that have not been started.  
Contact Eric Walker eric.walker377@gmail.com or canopycover@forestresearch.gov.uk for 
detailed advice.  
Most questions should be answered by the User Guide, so please read it before you contact Eric. 
 
iSpot https://www.ispotnature.org/ 

This is a platform set up by the Open University to support a range of citizen science nature 
projects. Check the list of projects for more details. Subjects include Bumblebees, Fungi and many 
others. 
 
Arctic Botany https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/cmnbotany/expedition-arctic-botany 

This involves viewing photographs of Canadian botany specimens and entering the label 
information into the form provided online. 
 
Reading Natures Library https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/mzfasdg2/reading-natures-library 

The project involves reading and entering label data of specimens held at Manchester Museum. 
The labels and objects contain a treasure trove of information that can help answer the 
fundamental questions about our world and the people that live in it. 
 
For the full range of Zooniverse projects, visit the home page:  https://www.zooniverse.org/ 
 
 
Year of The Tree (BBC Radio 4 PM) – Terry Smith 

The PM programme on BBC Radio 4 has nominated 2020 as the Year of The Tree.  Each 
afternoon there is a five minute slot that concentrates on trees.  Those I have heard are walks in 
the woods.  I have tried to find the ‘Year of The Tree’ slots online, but it appears you will need to 
listen to the programmes.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qskw 
 
Other Radio 4 programmes about trees you may enjoy: 
 
A collection of programmes and features about trees. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p012czgd 
 
How trees are talking to you and how to listen to them 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/4dD47MJg8JyKzM21648lDNL/how-trees-are-talking-
to-you-and-how-to-listen-to-them 
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The Glorious Life of the Oak – Terry Smith 
by John Lewis-Stempel 

 

 
This book was Neil Oliver’s choice on A Good Read - BBC Radio 
4 Tuesday 3rd March. 
 
Neil Oliver the TV archeologist from Coast, A History of Scotland 
and Rise of the Clans chose a nature book ‘The Glorious Life of 
the Oak’ by John Lewis-Stempel.   As the title suggests, it's a 
loving tribute to the tree that is inextricably bound up with the 
history of the British Isles.  Neil Oliver says he likes to read 
nature writing these days as a way to escape the uncertainty and 
unrest of the world. 
 
You can listen to the programme here:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000fvvr 
 
I haven’t read the book, so I can’t make a personal 
recommendation.  There are a number of favourable reviews 
online and I have included some extracts. 
 

 
Woodlands Awards 2019: Woodland Books of the Year 
John Lewis-Stempel has established himself as one the country’s leading nature writers, with his 
deft combination of a bright and engaging style, thorough research and an infectious passion for 
his subject. 
 
The Glorious Life of the Oak … works very well … as a miscellany to dip into, a handsomely 
presented gift-book, attractively illustrated with black-and-white engravings. With its mix of history 
and natural history, poems, stories and myths, it covers all aspects of the oak, great and lesser-
known, including its crucial role in architecture and shipbuilding, its medicinal uses, druid lore, oak 
proverbs, famous oaks, oak-leaf wine and acorn coffee, and so on. You will end up sharing John 
Lewis-Stempel’s sense of admiration and wonderment. An oak is a living world of its own: “In 
botanical jargon it is also a ‘keystone plant’, supporting more species than any other tree.” And it 
can live for 900 years or more. 
https://www.woodlands.co.uk/woodlands-awards/2019-award-winners/#books 
 
Good Reads (Reader rating 3.78/5) 
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/39667681-the-glorious-life-of-the-oak 
 
International Oak Society 
His research led him to discover that there are 115 oaks in England with a girth >9 meters, but only 
96 in the whole of the rest of Europe.  More importantly, he finds that the mature oak can be the 
home to upwards of a thousand different species: more than any other plant. 
 
John Dryden (1631-1700) summed up the life of the oak in these lines: 

The monarch oak, the patriarch of the trees, 
Shoots rising up, and spreads by slow degrees; 
Three centuries he grows, and three he stays, 
Supreme in state; and in three more decays. 

https://www.internationaloaksociety.org/content/book-review-glorious-life-oak 
 
Hardback 96 pages £8.99  Published by Doubleday 
ISBN 0857525816    e-book available. 
 
NB Judy Valentine recommended The Wood (Woodlands Awards Winner 2018)  
also by John Lewis-Stempel in the October 2019 issue of About Trees. 
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Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  23rd April 2020 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/ 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 
 
Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 

 

 


