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Campdown Development Application – Malinda Griffin 

Persimmon Homes have submitted a hybrid application for 130 houses, and outline planning 
application for up to another 650 in three successive phases on land east of College Road, 
Campdown, Purbrook. 
 
HBTWs are increasingly concerned by the incremental loss of Priority Habitats in the Borough 
because of housing development on green fields.  This is leading to a rapid and on-going 
fragmentation of essential wildlife ‘green’ corridors that allow our depleted species to move safely 
to the places they need for food, nesting, breeding etc.  Without these basic, joined-up ecological 
networks of existing and future habitat, all our wild creatures will struggle to cope with changing 
climate demands and decline more quickly towards local extinctions.  
 

The application site lies only 1.3km north of 
Langstone Harbour, and the recent granting of 
permission to develop the Forty Acres site 
between the coast and Campdown underlines 
the scale of pressure on all species being 
caused by loss and degradation of habitat.  
Development of Campdown will effectively close 
the north-south ecological route. 
 
We are particularly concerned that woodland, 
mature trees and hedgerows are being felled, or 
inadequately replaced by developers, and those 
that are flagged up for retention are poorly 
protected, leading to losses by reduced tree 
health. 
 

 

Landscape value of trees and hedgerows at 
Campdown.  Photo:  Terry Smith 
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The map on page 2 illustrates the site’s strategic position in the main wildlife corridor from East 
Hampshire, through various natural habitats to the important Farlington Marshes nature reserve 
and Chichester and Langstone Harbours.  These habitats need to be protected and enhanced as 
an essential nature recovery network. 
 
Building on Campdown would cut the corridor in half; all that would be left at that point is the track 
along Scratchface Lane, the motorway embankment and a narrow belt of trees to the side.  
Chunks of the green corridor have already been built on, eg Dunsbury Park to the east of A3(M) 
junction 3 and the houses to the west of A3(M) junction 5.  The eastern end of the Forty Acres site 
has been designated as a refuge for Brent geese and waders, which just maintains the link to fields 
to the north of the A2030 Havant Road, although wildlife will have to cross both the A2030 and the 
A27 to reach the harbour. 
 
Our key objections, mainly in relation to Phases 2, 3 and 4 are: 

♦ There is a fundamental lack of adequate or up-to-date Tree Survey work included in the 
applicant’s proposals and therefore a paucity of consideration to avoid, minimise or offset 
harm to significant woodland, trees and hedgerows.  

♦ Consequently unjustified harm is likely to be caused to significant woodland, trees, 
hedgerows, archaeological features and heritage assets. 

♦ Individual and groups of ancient and veteran trees on site should be given Tree Protection 
Orders in recognition of their individual characteristics and potential for Visual Amenity in 
any future development. 

♦ We take issue with the assessment that trees on site are “low quality trees with very little 
potential to contribute to local character because of the backdrop of large trees to be 
retained.”  

♦ We disagree that the trees to be felled are “not individually prominent” and all in “poor 
condition or of “small size.” 

We have made our own surveys, and logged our data with the Woodland Trust’s Ancient Tree 
Inventory. 
 
Please make your own comments by 14th February 2020. 
 
Visit https://www.havant.gov.uk/search-and-comment-planning-applications 
select ‘View planning applications and comment via Public Access’ and enter Reference Number 
APP/19/01101 to read the applicant’s proposals and supporting documents, and some of the 
objections from bodies as varied as the RSPB, Historic England, Chichester Harbour Conservancy, 
the Hampshire County Council Ecologist, the Highway Authority, Hampshire Constabulary and 
even from overseas groups such as the International Wader Study Group. 
 
 
Hayling Update – Eric Walker 

At the end of December the Woodland Trust announced they had planted 3.5 million trees (whips) 
last year, so they were quite right to celebrate their successes in 2019.  Here on Hayling, we were 
much more modest with 30 trees planted and with the help of County Councillor Lance Quantrill we 
are hoping to plant a further 40 standards this year.  Spurred on by this we would like to plant 300+ 
trees next winter on Hayling.  We now have further help from a growing band of supporters to 
identify suitable sites for enjoyment by the public, but we could always do with more.  How about 
one new tree for everyone on the Island, 17,700? 
  
We have seen some mature trees felled this January and replacement trees are puny by 
comparison.  If East Hants District Council is to plant a tree for every person in the District it is 
hoped that Havant BC will have a similar scheme. 
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January saw the removal of a large, diseased Ash tree in Hayling Park.  In Hayling Park are /were 
three elm trees (below left) one was down some time ago and one was blown over last year. The 
third is a mature tree that is just shedding a few small branches and a few twigs.  Now the stumps 
are starting to sprout (below right) and we wonder if the Park authorities will trim them to 
encourage a single stem.  
  
In reviewing the situation in New South Wales, Australia, we found the Forestry Corporation there 
has a tree nursery constructed at Blowering to produce a crop of 10 million trees per year.  It is 
said to be growing the Californian Pinus radiata (Monterey pine). Then, came Chris Packham on 
TV showing eucalyptus being grown in America on an industrial scale, can that be right? 

 

Above:  The three elm trees in Hayling Park 
 
Right:  Elm stumps showing new growth.  
 
According to Octopus Energy, the carbon footprint for an average UK home using a years’ worth of 
electricity is 645kg of CO2 per year and 322 trees would need to be planted to offset the CO2 
emissions.  That the average UK home could never grow 322 trees in their property shows the size 
of the problem, but planting any will make a start.  (Octopus Energy has not stated the source of 
these figures and it should be remembered that they are selling ‘green’ energy.  Ed) 
 
 
 
Emsworth Primary School Celebrates Trees – Malinda Griffin 

Thank you to the children of Emsworth Primary School for boosting my chilly post-Christmas walks 
with some extra colour and a sense of mystery.   
 

 

At that quiet ‘downtime’ of the year, a group of 
four young cherries in Brook Meadow wore eco-
friendly, hand made messages that spun and 
fluttered in an expression of celebration and 
love of trees.  Dan Mortimer and other Brook 
Meadow volunteers worked with groups of 
children to achieve this first Tree Dressing 
event, and look forward to more in the future. 
 
Tree Dressing Day falls on the first weekend of 
December: initiated by Common Ground in 
1990, it has grown into various community 
events across the UK.       
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In our area, Afton Park Apple Farm (IoW) decorate their 
trees with figs, cards and ribbons, and The Weald & 
Downland Open Air Museum hang home-made 
lanterns from aspen trees for their winter dark 
celebrations.  https://www.commonground.org.uk/tree-
dressing-day/ 
 
The celebration of trees has its roots deep in legend 
and ancient customs, in the UK echoing the Green Man 
stories that symbolise the cycle of death and rebirth in 
the natural world. 
 
World-wide, trees are honoured for their spiritual and 
cultural significance, and there are many variants of 
Tree Dressing: Hindus tie coloured strings to branches 
to call for nature’s protection of loved ones, and the 
Japanese decorate trees with strips of folded paper 
carrying wishes or poems. The Celts tied cloth dipped 
in holy well water to ‘clootie trees’ with prayers or 
messages of praise.       
 
Very soon, trees will be quickening towards spring, and reminding us of all we can do to make our 
Havant trees the centre of attention, all year round. 
 
 
The Queen’s Inclosure – Terry Smith 

The January HBTW work party concentrated on removing invasive Parrot’s Feather weed and 
branches from the pond.  As previously, we were supported by volunteers from other local 
conservation groups.  Peter provided the waders and entered the water while the rest of the group 
raked from the bank and forked the weed into the wheelbarrow.  We didn’t count the number of 
times we filled the wheelbarrow, but it must have been about forty.  There is very little Parrot’s 
Feather left and in February we will take out some of the remaining plants and dig out and 
strengthen the bank of a small pond that in previous years was popular with spawning frogs.  We 
hope the work will encourage them to return. 

  
 
 
Replacement Hedgerow for Biodiversity at Saxon Corner, Emsworth – Malinda Griffin 

Local feelings ran very high when Barratt Developments “accidentally” removed the mature 
agricultural hedgerow between the Selangor Avenue site and the A259 Emsworth Road in two 
separate mistakes during 2019.  The combined mishaps brought a fresh sharp focus onto the 
tendency of some developers to disregard planning conditions set at the permission stage; this 
hedgerow had clearly been noted for retention.  
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The rural nature of the A249 going east from the A27 roundabout was suddenly an “ugly gash” *, 
and the realities of development on this very sensitive, undeveloped gap between Denvilles and 
Emsworth were laid bare. 
 
Of equal concern to HBTWs was the loss of hedgerow and hedge trees that had been important 
features in providing local biodiversity habitat and species connectivity from Langston Harbour and 
Warblington Castle farmland north to Southleigh Farm and East Hampshire.  
 
HBTWs were among local groups asked to propose plans for the compensatory planting.  
Our suggestions were for: 

♦ Taller, more developed whips than normal to be planted to produce an effective 
replacement habitat hedgerow as quickly as possible 

♦ For two staggered rows each side of a blackthorn and hawthorn row to provide a thick 
centre for migration, roosting and nesting. 

♦ For native hedgerow species, with the emphasis on providing fruit and nectar forage,  

♦ Trees to be planted within the hedge to mature as hedge trees. 

♦ The soft landscaping under, and to the sides of the hedge be left as tussocky grassland. 
 
The agreed Replacement Hedgerow Planting Schedule for Hedgetrees includes Hazel, Rowan, 
Crab Apple, Hawthorn and Spindle.  The hedging whips include wild dog rose, guelder rose, privet, 
dogwood, hornbeam and field maple. 

 

Remnants of the old hedge running north south 
in the field to the east of the access road.  

 

New hedge planting next to the A259.   

 
Since we are aware that six trees on the south side of the A259 are due to be removed for access 
roadwork, we also asked that logs from the mature poplar are integrated into the base of the 
hedgerow: this will allow the survival of over wintering pupae of various hawk moths, and provide 
an essential decaying wood habitat for other species. 
 
The condition requires replacement of any landscaping that dies within five years, and the HBC 
Landscape Officer is to agree with developers effective integration of the old and new hedgerows 
at the extreme east of the site boundary. 
 
* Emsworth Cllr. Lulu Bowerman. 
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Hedge Planting at Widley Gardens – Terry Smith 

In January, PAWARA Environment Group planted another hedge in Purbrook.  This time it was on 
the edge of a small wood at Widley Gardens.  A mixture of hawthorn, blackthorn, dogwood and 
hazel was planted in three rows with alternating hazel on the woodland side and alternating 
dogwood facing the road.  Other species will be added when available.   

The majority of the whips were supplied by OVO Energy through The Conservation Volunteers 
(TCV) ‘I Dig Trees’ scheme with some hazel saplings from The Woodland Trust.  TCV were 
originally offering guelder rose as a component of the Wildlife & Shrubs packs, but were not 
satisfied with the quality of plants available and made up the numbers with other species. 
 

 

Preparing the ground. 

 

Whips planted. 

 
As for the hedges at Purbrook Gardens, the aim is to create a dense hedge with nesting potential, 
nectar, fruit and visual amenity.  A total of 74 whips were planted at 15” centres with rows 12” 
apart.  This is closer than the whips at Purbrook Gardens which were planted at 18” centres with 
rows 15” apart, so it will be interesting to compare the results. 
 

 

Applying the wood chips. 

 

Job done. 

 
The planting area was thoroughly cleared of ivy and brambles and the whips were planted forward 
of the mature trees to maximise light.  Wood chips were supplied by a local tree surgeon.  We did 
not need to use protective tubes because there are no rabbits or deer in the area.  There is space 
for more hedging further along the road and that will be a job for the next planting season. 
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Free Flower Pots  

These plant pots were left behind following the landscaping of a relative’s garden.   

 

The respective capacities / sizes are as follows, 
starting from the right: 

♦ 44 round 5 litre pots (1 column) 

♦ 131 round 2 litre pots (3 columns) 

♦ 86 square 2 litre pots (4 columns) 

♦ 71 square 9 x 9 x 9.5/10cm high (1 column)  

Clearly, these are the sizes most used by 
nurserymen / women. 

If you need some for striking cuttings / growing 
on seedlings, etc, please contact Michele West 
michele.framfield@gmail.com 

Michele is based in Havant. 

 
The yew trees advertised by Michele in the December issue of About Trees have found a home at 
Hampshire Farm Meadows. 
 
 
East Hampshire Tree Wardens - Rob Foord   

Wow!  What a turnout!  Over 100(!) people turned out to learn more about the rejuvenated Tree 
Warden Network in East Hampshire on Monday 27th January at the Rose Room in Petersfield's 
Festival Hall.  The Mayor was there, together with at least one Councillor and staff from East 
Hampshire District Council including the Climate and Environment Officer for East Hampshire and 
Havant. 

 

Pippa Greenwood addressing the meeting. 

It was so encouraging to see so many attend.  
Interesting and inspiring talks were given by 
Kieron Doick (Forest Research), John Stokes 
(Tree Council) and Dr Andy Moffat 
(Environmental Consultant).  And Havant 
Borough Tree Wardens were cited as an 
example of what could be achieved with a little 
enthusiasm, dedication and hard work.   
38 volunteers signed up on the evening. 
 
Let's wish this neighbouring Network well and 
trust that they'll soon be inspiring us with their 
exciting plans in the near future. 

 
 
Diary Dates 
 
Wednesday 19th February 7.00pm -  Free Talk: Local Wildlife and how we can save it 

Community wildlife officer Sarah Hughes will be talking about our local ‘wildlife corridor’ – a strip of 
valuable habitat that links the South Downs National Park with Chichester Harbour and is a vital 
area in which animals can move around, find food, breed and thrive.  The talk will cover the many 
endangered and rare species in Westbourne, what they need to survive, and how we can all help. 

Organised by Greening Westbourne. 

The Meeting Place, North Street, Westbourne. 
 
This is likely to develop into a cross-border collaborative project with the River Ems as a 
central part of the mutually essential Green Corridor. 
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Wednesday 19th February 7.30pm - Are there Dragons in Your Garden?  

An illustrated talk on how to identify and attract frogs, toads, newts and other amphibians to your 
garden by Dr Tony Gent, Chief Executive of the Amphibian & Reptile Conservation Trust. 

Organised by Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, South Downs Group.  

St Wilfrid’s Church Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain, PO8 8DZ 
Free Parking.  Non members welcome.  Admission £3 donation including refreshments.   

Contact Deryn Hawkins on 02392 598000 or website:  
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/events/2020-02-19-are-there-dragons-your-garden 
 
 
Monday 24th February  10.00am – 4.00pm  HBTW  Work Party in The Queen’s Inclosure 

Our main task will be finishing the removal of invasive plants from the pond.  We will probably also 
dig out a small pond to encourage frogs to spawn. 

Wellington boots, waterproof jackets, trousers and gloves will be useful (we will have some 
waders). Please bring a packed lunch, refreshments and a high visibility vest if you have one. 
 
Meet at the main entrance in Park Lane, Cowplain, PO8 8AB at 10.00am. 

Parking in Park Lane (please do not park on the verge) or in Winscombe Avenue. 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 
Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  22nd February 2020 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
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Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 
 
 
 

 


