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Happy New Year to all.  So, when we said 2020 vision we meant we had a clear vision of what we 
have done in the past.  Well here we are in the year 2020 and the opportunities to achieve what we 
want are available.  Again, if you want anything enough you can do it.  

 
2020 – A Year to Champion Trees by Malinda Griffin 

Whatever the past year was like for you as an individual, there can be no doubt that for wildlife and 
habitats, 2019 was extremely challenging.  On the global scale we’ve seen vast areas of rainforest 
and Australian bush destroyed. Deforestation is a global threat and, sadly, we are not without 
examples of large tracts of tree loss to accommodate developments of various kinds in the UK 
either. 

 

Five stemmed oak on the edge of the development area 
at Sinah Lane, Hayling Island.  (Photo:  Malinda Griffin) 

 
In the autumn, the most recent State of 
Nature report 
www.nbn.org.uk/stateofnature2019 
highlighted widespread pressure on 
England’s nature caused by human 
activity: “There has been no let-up in the 
net loss of nature in the UK.” 
 
Figures from the National Biodiversity 
Network (reported 3rd January 2020) 
show that Portsmouth City has records 
of only 2,334 species, placing it 299th 
out of 380 locations.  Fareham ranked 
higher with 2,499 species.  However, 
Havant is worse with only 1,620 
species.   
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It is questionable how reliable these records are and why the local species counts rank so low.  It 
could be that the biodiversity is higher, but species are not recorded and that may be true for all 
areas.  Either way, despite the requirement for developers to increase biodiversity, it is clear that in 
some cases there will be a marked reduction in biodiversity if plans are approved as submitted. 
The Campdown Development Application (see separate article) is a case in point. 
 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust commented: "This means we'll need to robustly defend the 
Solent and its wildlife from the impacts of humans, but also invest in a nature recovery network”. 
All this serves to highlight the invaluable efforts being made to recover our natural heritage through 
conservation activities that depend hugely on the support of volunteers such as Tree Wardens. 
 
 
Highlights of Havant Borough Tree Wardens’ Year 

We have built on last year’s achievements and activities have included: 

♦ Planting hedging and helping other local groups with their work parties - planting hedging 
whips with The Friends of Hampshire Farm Meadows and helping Friends of Hermitage 
Stream with a mini orchard at Hermitage Open Space.  Emsworth TWs jointly funded six 
standard Oaks with Havant Rotary and planted them at Hampshire Farm Meadows with 
help from the Friends and others.  The latter two events were attended by the respective 
Mayors of Havant. 

   

Volunteers planting oak trees at Hampshire Farm Meadows.  (Photos:  Terry Smith) 
 

♦ Organising work parties in the Queen’s Inclosure, Cowplain with the local Forestry England 
Ranger and the assistance of members of other local conservation groups. 

♦ A programme of monthly walks around woodlands within the Borough so that we can get to 
know our area better and encourage others to appreciate our surroundings. 

 

 

 
 
Measuring a Western Red Cedar in Havant 
Cemetery. 
 
Photo:  Bob Comlay 
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♦ Continued involvement with the Citizen Science tree mapping system, Treezilla, for Havant. 
In October our contact at the OU wrote "It continues to be a superb effort - over £1 million 
of ecosystem services accounted for and >13,000 trees. You can see all the Havant data 
 at:  https://www.treezilla.org/treezilla/map/?z=12/50.8405/-
0.9907&q=%7B%22mapFeature.geom%22%3A%7B%22IN_BOUNDARY%22%3A%2268
%22%7D%7D   

♦ Involvement with another Citizen Science project run by the Woodland Trust and The 
Ancient Tree Forum – HBTWs surveyed for veteran and ancient trees at various sensitive 
sites in the Borough. We now have 60 ecologically important trees verified on the Ancient 
Tree Inventory and have shared the data with HBC’s Arboriculture Manager, Jamie Gargett, 
to ensure these trees are protected as directed in Natural England’s guidance. 
You can find our Borough’s records using the “Tree Search” button at 
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/ 

 
A list of Ancient and Veteran trees identified in the Borough can also be downloaded from 
the HBTW website. 

 
A spin-off from our survey work has been our growing awareness of planning issues affecting our 
local trees. As a result, HBTWs have made responses to planning applications and appeals 
affecting trees, particularly TPO trees, and those of special significance to people living near much-
loved trees.  For example, we made comments regarding the proposed felling of trees in Khandala 
Gardens, Purbrook, the SINC woodland adjacent to the Havant Asda and an important hedgerow 
in Westwood Close field.  Hopefully, that contribution helped secure the decision to reject felling. 
 

♦ Securing more street trees by Hampshire County Council, e.g. trees on the Horndean 
Road, Emsworth verge removed by developers for services have now been replaced with 
Hawthorns and the developer at The Oysters on Hayling Island will replace tree failures. 

♦ Emsworth Tree Wardens published a very successful Tree Trail book in the spring and 
have received requests to lead tree walks as a result. 

♦ Tree seed collection and planting and offers of two sites for nurseries for our growing 
collection of saplings. 

♦ Building a strong collaborative working relationship with Jamie Gargett (HBC Arboriculture 
Manager) and Jon Stokes (Director of the Tree Council) through our Steering Group 
meetings. 

 
This is not a comprehensive list and more will be included in our next annual report. 
 

Hayling Update – Eric Walker 

The Woodland Trust kindly donated 30 hedging plants which we planted at the end of November 
as part of the Big Climate Fightback.  This planting was on Havant Borough Council land in two 
places on Hayling.  The Woodland Trust is offering trees for delivery in March for planting by 
schools and community groups.  Our target is to find land to plant another 320 trees that are on 
offer!  Offers of sites for these trees anywhere in the Borough would be welcome.  

 

There is apparently a common mistake 
being made by contractors planting trees 
whereby mulch is piled up directly around 
the trunk, known as “volcano mulching”.  

Is this error a lack of knowing why they are 
mulching, or what? The advice is that if the 
mulch is in direct contact with the stem of a 
tree it can cause it to soften, making it 
vulnerable to diseases. 
 
Photo:  Dee Thomas-Ashley 
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Mulch can help the roots stay moist, but too much can starve the roots of oxygen.  The Tree 
Council advice is to use 10cm (4in) deep mulch maximum around newly planted trees and clear 
directly around the stem to a distance of about 2.5cm (1in). 
 
Hampshire County Council was alerted to this problem some time ago and they said they would 
ask their contractor to correct things.  These photographs are of street trees that are not HCC 
responsibility and not those reported last month in About Trees, but have just been planted to 
replace the previous trees that had died! 
 

Here is an interesting photograph (right) of a tree recently treated 
to new mulch, no change there.  However the angled stake, 
which is usually used on slopes, is doing nothing; there is no tie. 
The double stake method, as in the previous photograph, is 
useful on windy sites hence its use on Hayling.  
 
The photo (below left) shows stem damage above the tie 
between the single stake and the tree.  In the windy position 
where the tree is growing, the single stake could not hold the tree 
and the damage resulted.  
 
The photo (below right) shows the same tree with two stakes 
now being used and new ties holding the stem firmly.  These will 
need to be adjusted in a year's time to avoid them girdling (that's 
a new word for me) the tree.  These stakes and ties were put on 
the tree during the last month.   

Photo:  Dee Thomas-Ashley 
 

 

Damage to stem from single stake and tie. 

Photos:  Eric Walker 

 

Two stakes and ties prevent further damage.   

 
 

Wildflower Planting on Hayling – Eric Walker 

In mid-October Wildflower Island planted an 
amazing 2,500 bulbs - snowdrops, crocus, 
bluebells, wood anemones, with some 
primroses and wildflower seeds in the copse 
near Mill Rythe Infants School on Hayling 
Island.  
 
These snowdrops are just the beginning. 
 
Photo:  Eric Walker 
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Hedge Planting in Purbrook – Terry Smith 

 

Before work started. 

In December PAWARA Environment Group 
planted hedging on the corner of Purbrook 
Gardens.  The site had been neglected and 
overgrown for several years and had started to 
be used for dumping.  Two work parties in the 
spring and summer dug out brambles and some 
not so small horse chestnut saplings, cut back 
sycamore branches to allow more light onto the 
ground and removed bricks and other rubbish.  
A further session in November cleared the 
ground in preparation for hedges to be planted 
next to the road, opposite Purbrook House, and 
in front of the wall next to The Co-op (formerly 
The Leopard public house).   

 

 

Clearing the site. 

 

Spreading woodchips around the newly-planted 
whips. 

The aim is to turn the site into a wildlife garden and create dense hedges with nesting potential and 
protection from cats, squirrels, magpies, etc, nectar, fruit and visual amenity, so the hedge will 
have to work hard.  

A mixture of hawthorn, blackthorn, dogwood and beech was planted in three rows with the 
intention of adding other species when available.  The majority of the whips were supplied by OVO 
Energy through The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) with half a dozen beech saplings from my 
garden.  The wood chips came from a local tree surgeon.  There are no rabbits or deer, so no need 
for protective tubes.  We cleared (and cleaned) the planting areas thoroughly, so there should be 
no need for markers either. 

We will sow wild flower seeds (from Growing Wild) and thicken up the hedging on the other two 
sides in March.  And all without spending a penny! 
 
 
Campdown Development Application – Terry Smith 

Persimmon Homes have applied to build 780 new dwellings on the Campdown fields and college 
car park between College Road, Crookhorn and the A3M motorway.  On Wednesday 8th January, 
Malinda and I met with Jim Graham for a walk around the parts of the site causing most concern. 
Although the Developers have played down the number of trees and length of hedgerow to be 
removed and claimed they are of low value, a visit to the site tells a different story. 
 
One of the hedgerows includes some large crab apple trees with an abundant crop of fruit on the 
ground around them.  The trees are worth recording and preserving in their own right and more 
valuable as part of a continuous habitat. 
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A second section, also on a field bank, includes a row of veteran field maples, hawthorn, 
blackthorn, dog rose and the oldest spindle I have seen.  There is enough here for the hedgerow to 
warrant formal protection as an important hedgerow under the hedgerow regulations.  It is also 
important as habitat for foraging bats; seven species have been recorded in the nearby woodland. 

 

Above:  Veteran Hedgebank crab apple trees. 

Right:  One of several veteran field maples in a 
hedgerow. 

Photos:  Malinda Griffin  
 
Well-established willows and alders were growing in a boggy area and while we were there a flock 
of twenty or so siskins flew in to feed on seeds in the alder cones.  All three of these important 
habitats are considered by the Developers to be low value and are to be removed. 

Other species we observed during our visit included buzzard, two herons, song thrush, robin and 
we heard a green woodpecker and a wren.  We also saw numerous field mice and their runs were 
apparent over the whole field.  Although we did not see any deer while we were there, we did see 
hoof prints.   

Apart from the points mentioned, Jim is particularly concerned about displacing brent geese and 
curlews.  On occasions, 100 curlews have been seen there at the same time.  This must be 
unusual anywhere and certainly in this area.   

In March 2017 eight mature oak trees were cut down as preparation for development.  I 
understand that was before the current developers, were involved although I have had two 
conversations on the subject with their representative, so they are aware.  Those trees cannot be 
replaced, however, we should press for a minimum of eight native trees, preferably oaks, to be 
planted and allowed to grow as heritage trees without interference.   

There are plenty of reasons to oppose the application in its current form.  Application documents 
can be found on the Havant Borough Council Planning Portal  
https://planningpublicaccess.havant.gov.uk/online-applications/  (Application No APP/19/01101) 
The closing date for comments is 23rd January. 
 
 
Diary Dates 
 
Saturday 25th – Monday 27th January  Big Garden Birdwatch 

Claimed to be the world’s largest wildlife survey.  Choose an hour any time over the three days and 
count the maximum number of each bird species that lands in your garden at any one time during 
the hour.  https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/ 

If you are not already feeding birds, you could start now and encourage birds to visit your garden 
ready for the count.  If you start feeding birds you should be prepared to continue. Whatever time 
of year, birds become dependent on the food and water you offer them. 
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Monday 27th January  10.00am – 4.00pm  HBTW  Work Party in The Queen’s Inclosure 

Our main task will be the removal of invasive parrot feather which has formed a thick blanket over 
the surface of the pond.  Other non-native plants will also be removed. 

Wellington boots, waterproof jackets, trousers and gloves will be useful (we will have some 
waders). Please bring a packed lunch, refreshments and a high visibility vest if you have one.   

Meet at the main entrance in Park Lane, Cowplain, PO8 8AB at 10.00am.   
Parking in Park Lane (please do not park on the verge) or in Winscombe Avenue. 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 
Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  24th January 2020 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 
 
Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 
 
 
 

 


