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Mayoral Tree Planting in Leigh Park Mini-Orchard 

   
 

 

On Thursday 14th November the Mayor of 
Havant planted fruit trees in a new mini-orchard 
at Hermitage Open Space in Leigh Park.   

Havant & District Horticultural Society paid for 
four fruit trees: apple, plum, pear and crab 
apple, and the planting was organised by 
Friends of the Hermitage Stream.   

Left:  The Mayor’s Consort, Mr James Spencer, 
The Mayor of Havant, Diana Patrick, and Dee 
Tupper, Co-ordinator of Friends of the 
Hermitage Stream.   

Photos:  Alex Gillett (Friends of the Hermitage 
Stream) 
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Horndean Road Hawthorns – Malinda Griffin 

Tree planting season has begun, and eleven 
young trees have been planted in the Horndean 
Road (Emsworth) verge opposite The Haven 
development. 

We were all sad to see several trees felled to 
allow excavation for services for the site, so this 
re-planting by the Hampshire Street Trees team 
is very welcome.  Hampshire County Council 
would normally plant their usual nursery 
specification “feature” trees but had to be aware 
of the condition of the soil following construction 
works and disturbance. These smaller sized 
hawthorns will establish better, and should in 
time reach 5m or so.  

This extensive line of hawthorn will be 
spectacular in May with masses of creamy-
white blossom that will attract bees. During the 
autumn, the red fruits (haws) will be eaten by 
many species of birds. If we’re lucky, we may 
see scarce yellowhammers feasting on these 
haws. 

 

Newly planted hawthorn on Horndean Road. 
 

 

Summer wild flowers on Horndean Road verge 

 
Hawthorn is invaluable as habitat for many 
species, including 149 insect species (only oak, 
willow and birch support more). 

Interestingly, the verge burst into bloom this 
summer with many types of wild meadow 
flowers as the seeds brought to the surface 
germinated.  Field poppy, chamomile and 
mayweed would flower again under the 
hawthorn trees if Hampshire can be persuaded 
to adopt wild-flower friendly verge management; 
this will make space for nature as well as saving 
the money spent on mowing. 
 
 

 
More information at: 
https://www.plantlife.org.uk/application/files/3315/7063/5411/Managing_grassland_road_verges_Si
ngles.pdf 
 
 
Correction 

This image, taken in front of the Calvados apple tree planted at 
Hayling Library, accompanied the article on The Twinning Trees 
in our November issue. 

We incorrectly said the Mayor of Havant shown was Frank 
Pearce.  The photograph was taken on the 10th anniversary of 
the Hayling-Gorron Twinning Association and the Mayors shown 
are Jean Marc Allain (Gorron) and Councillor Vic Pierce Jones 
(Havant). 

We apologise for the confusion.  
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Hayling Update  

MHCLG (Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government) is making available £1.35 
million for Pocket Parks with grants of up to £15,000 for new pocket parks and £25,000 for 
renovation of existing parks and this is the last year.  This is an opportunity for us to apply for 
Havant.  Grants will be paid to the appropriate principal local authority and match funding of a 
minimum 30% is required.  The maximum size for a project is 400 square metres, the size of a 
tennis court, so the hunt is on for a suitable site or sites.  Portsmouth has three such parks 
established in recent years.  The closing date for applications is 31st December 2019. 
 
The Woodland Trust kindly donated 30 hedging plants to us this year, which we planted just before 
30th November on HBC land in two places on Hayling as part of the Big Climate Fightback. The 
Woodland Trust is offering trees for delivery in March next year for planting by schools and 
community groups.  Our target is to find land to plant another 320 trees and that's on the Hayling 
Island part of Havant!  Offers of sites for these trees anywhere in Havant would be welcome. 
 
Eric Walker 
 
 
Tree Failures at The Oysters 

In December 2015 Havant Borough Council granted planning permission for Barratt Homes 
Southampton to construct 76 residential units and 1,000 m2 of light-industrial accommodation on 
land north of Station Road, Hayling Island.  The development has been completed and is known as 
The Oysters.  

 

Map prepared by Polly Mitchell 

The map shows the current condition of trees included 
in the landscaping requirements for the development:  
15 dead, 3 half dead, 3 missing, 1 needs re-staking 
and 1 to be replaced by insurance. 
 
A condition imposed on the development requires any 
tree that dies or is otherwise removed within the first 
five years to be replaced. 
 
Polly has worked hard to ensure the trees are replaced 
and following a recent site visit we have received 
confirmation that replacement trees will be planted this 
season, most likely in January 2020.  
 
The HBC Enforcement Officer commented: 
“It would appear that at an early stage of planting, 
some trees had not been planted due to a 
misunderstanding with revision of plans supplied to 
contractors. However, sadly, it has also become 
apparent that some of the trees have been vandalised 
or in some cases, removed by home owners.” 

 
This Magpie Ink Cap was seen near to a young street tree 
(cherry) where wood chippings had been distributed.   
 
They are poisonous and widespread in the southern half of 
Britain, but rather infrequent, occurring most often in deciduous 
woodland, particularly under beech trees and less frequently 
under oaks, preferring alkaline soil. 
 
Photo:  Polly Mitchell  
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Woodland Walks 

Highlights from our recent walks. 
 
Hollybank Woods, Emsworth 
Saturday 26th October 

Battins Copse & Great Copse, Leigh Park 
Saturday 30th November 

 

Above:  Serpentine common 
yew growing towards oak. 
(Photo:  Terry Smith) 
 
Right:  Veteran crab apple with 
fire damage - Battins Copse. 
 
Far Right:  Diehard oak – 
Great Copse. 

Photos:  Rob Foord 

 
 

 
 

 
The next walk is at Hermitage Open Space on Saturday 28th December.  Everyone is welcome to 
join us.  See Diary Dates for details. 
 
 
Christmas Trees 

 

 
Five 20 foot Christmas trees provided by Havant 
Borough Council have gone up around the 
Borough in Havant, Leigh Park, Hayling Island, 
Waterlooville and Emsworth to bring that extra 
festive feeling. 
 
 
 
Left:  The Christmas tree in Waterlooville 
shopping precinct. 
 
Photo:  Terry Smith 
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Free Yew Trees 

 

 
We have been offered two yew trees in pots. 
They are 80cm (32 ins) tall by 35cm (14 ins) wide and were 
supplied by Hilliers Nurseries.   
 
If you can find a home for them please contact Michelle 
West at michele.framfield@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Increasing Tree Cover in Portsmouth 

The national environmental organisation, Friends of the Earth, is campaigning to double tree cover 
across the UK by 2045.  In support of this aim, Portsmouth Friends of the Earth (PFoE) has 
published a new report, ‘Increasing Tree Cover in Portsmouth’, calling for tree cover in Portsmouth 
to be doubled, to 20%.   
 
Many more trees need to be planted in order to help combat climate change by absorbing carbon 
dioxide.  More trees will also improve air quality by absorbing nitrogen dioxide, provide much 
needed shade and shelter and their beauty helps us enjoy our local environment and improves our 
mental well-being.  The report has been forwarded to Councillors and Council Officers, but this is 
not just a job for the Council.  We all need to help plant more trees.  PFoE is calling on anyone with 
a garden, all schools, communities and major land owners such as the Navy, University, NHS, 
National Rail, water companies and the Port to get planting too. 
 
According to Portsmouth City Council’s (PCC) 
recent report ‘Assessment of Tree Cover in 
Portsmouth’, “there are approximately 86,500 
trees in total across Portsmouth; total tree 
canopy coverage across the city equates to 
9.8% of the land area of the city.”  On this basis, 
increasing tree cover in Portsmouth to 20% 
would mean planting a minimum of 86,500 
additional trees by 2045.  
Planting on Horsea Island has involved 50,000 
new trees, although not all may survive.  This 
means a minimum of 36,500 additional trees 
should be planted by 2045, equivalent to 1,460 
each year. 
 
About 20% of Portsmouth’s trees grow in public 
spaces such as parks, recreation grounds, play 
grounds, allotments, churchyards and 
cemeteries, commons and civic spaces.  

 

Bastion 3, Hilsea Lines, Scott Road, Hilsea 

Photo:  Terry Smith 
 
About 10% of Portsmouth’s trees are street trees.  PFoE understands that planting street trees is 
extremely expensive because of the contract with COLAS, who charge £25,000 for each additional 
street tree to cover planting and lifetime maintenance costs.  PFoE recommends that PCC 
approaches COLAS to investigate the possibility of bringing street-tree planting and maintenance 
back in-house. This is particularly important, given that many of the wards with the lowest tree to  
person ratios are also areas of the city with some of the highest levels of deprivation, below 
average levels of health, and some of the worst air quality.  Additional street trees would help to 
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improve air quality for local residents in these areas, as well as helping mental wellbeing through 
reducing stress and anxiety. 
 
31% of trees in Portsmouth (equivalent to 27,000 trees) are planted in private gardens. 
 
The report includes a list of 85 suggestions for (mainly) neglected patches of land where trees 
could be planted.  These ideas were collected from local residents by PFoE. They are confident 
that residents could make many more suggestions. 
 
The report is available from the Portsmouth Friends of the Earth website. 
https://portsmouthfoe.org/resources/ 
 
Source:  Portsmouth Friends of the Earth 
 
 
 
Ancient Tree Walk in Cowdray Park (19th October 2019) - Terry Smith 

I met the Sussex branch of the Ancient Tree Forum at the Cowdray Farm Shop, Easebourne.  
Before we left the car park, boots were disinfected and we were given a brief history of Cowdray 
Park by Richard Everett, the Head Forester.  325 trees in the Cowdray Park and Gardens are 
registered on the Woodland Trust’s Ancient Tree Inventory.  That compares to 2,000 within the 
South Downs National Park and 5,000 within Sussex (East and West).  Five of the Cowdray trees 
(maidens and pollards) are over ten metres in girth and there are some larger coppice stools. 
 
Landscape improvements, including re-landscaping of formal gardens around the house, were 
made in the 1760s and 1770s by Capability Brown at the request of the 7th Viscount Montague. 
The plans were destroyed with the Tudor house in a fire during renovations in 1793. 
 
The estate covers 16,500 acres stretching to Haslemere with 35% woodland cover and is 
managed by a team of eleven foresters with conservation objectives, including Heyshott Common 
SSSI.  15,000 tonnes of timber are harvested per annum, mainly conifer with some hardwood.   
 

 

We crossed the A272 Petworth road to The Race, an 
avenue of large trees, mainly sweet chestnut with some 
oak.  An 18th century map of the avenue shows an 
extensive line of trees to the main house.  The age of the 
trees is unclear although Capability Brown would have 
brought some in and some may be older.  Sweet 
Chestnut grows well on greensand and the trees here 
are larger than those of a similar age in other areas.  135 
of the trees in the avenue are recorded on the Ancient 
Tree Inventory; the largest has a girth of 8 metres while 
the average is around 5m. 
 
The Race is a well-used permissive path.  Some of the 
trees have retrenched and a few are dead.  We stopped 
for a discussion on safety issues and possible 
approaches to management.  

 
We turned right through a gap onto a footpath and up a gentle slope across a field.  Through the 
hedge at the far end we passed an avenue with 55 Lime and London Plane and stopped at the 
Halfway Hut on the golf course for refreshments.  31 trees on the golf course are recorded on the 
ATI and two ancient oaks could be seen from the hut.  There are more sessile oaks than 
peduncular oaks in Cowdray Park. 
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We walked into the old deer park which has been grazed 
continuously, where we stopped at an oak, estimated to be 
around a thousand years old, in its final stage of life.  The tree 
was completely hollow with less than half of the trunk remaining 
and a large slab of the trunk on the ground nearby.  However, it 
was clearly still alive and appeared healthy with plenty of foliage. 
 
The highlight of the walk was the Queen Elizabeth I Oak with a 
girth of 12.6m, second only to the Marton Oak in Cheshire.  The 
tree was given its name after Queen Elizabeth I sat under its 
branches during a hunting trip in August 1591.  This tree is also 
thought to be approximately 1,000 years old.  In 2002 it was 
designated by The Tree Council as one of fifty Great British 
Trees to mark the golden jubilee of our current sovereign, as 
explained on the plaque. 
The tree had been pollarded in the past and the inside had been 
burnt.  It was fenced twenty years ago as protection from grazing 
stock. 

 

 

 

The Queen Elizabeth I Oak 

 

The Lady in Waiting. 

 
A short distance away and part way up a hill is the Lady in Waiting, another sessile oak, which was 
fenced this year to protect it from grazing stock, particularly overwintering polo ponies, and to deter 
visitors from climbing inside to take photographs.  The tree has produced acorns this year and 
some are being grown to provide trees for succession. 
 
Our next stop was the 450 year old Cowdray 
Colossus (see photo), not the tallest or fattest 
sweet chestnut on the Cowdray Estate, but the 
largest in terms of overall size at 26m tall and 
11.8m girth at 1m.  Ponies were repeatedly 
scraping bark away and now that it has been 
fenced there is some new growth from the base.  
There were some concerns that if there is 
substantial new growth that may cause the tree 
to retrench.   
 
We passed a black poplar (one of 38 in the 
whole of Sussex) on the edge of the arboretum 
which is laid out like the spokes of a wheel and 
can clearly be seen on Google satellite view 
near to Benbow Pond.  There are just over 
1,000 trees of 126 species in the arboretum.  
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Crossing the A272 we measured a tall sweet chestnut at the entrance to Moor Farm as 9.95m at 
1.5m.  Along a gated road we stopped at another impressive oak where concrete had been 
pumped into a cavity.  In the 1960s and 1970s this was common practice to stabilise trees and 
several other trees on the estate have received the same treatment.  It can cause further problems 
for the health of the tree and if the tree needs to be removed and is no longer considered good 
practice.  There was a fence around the tree to prevent public access and the large enclosure was 
regenerating naturally with oak which had been re-spaced a few years ago.   

 

Above:  Measuring the sweet chestnut at the 
entrance to Moor Farm. 
 
Right:  The ‘concrete’ oak.  

The walk was about four miles, but took over four hours because we had lots of stops to look at 
and talk about the wonderful trees.  We were spoilt for choice and trees that would normally be the 
highlight of a walk were passed without comment because we were focused on particular 
specimens.  The trees look a lot more impressive in real life. 

Ancient Tree Inventory https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/ 
Ancient Tree Forum http://www.ancienttreeforum.co.uk/ 
 
A longer version of this article with more photographs can be downloaded from the Havant 
Borough Tree Wardens website. 
 
 
Fascinated by Fungi? 

 

A revised and enlarged second edition (450 pages 
containing well over 1,000 colour photographs) of Pat 
O'Reilly's bestselling Fascinated by Fungi covers much 
that you won't find in any other book.  It includes an 
identification guide to more than 400 mushrooms, 
toadstools and other fungi, explains their roles and where 
to find them, pairs trees with their fungi and more.  
 
Suitable for both beginners and experienced mycologists, 
Fascinated by Fungi is written in jargon-free plain English 
with a lively and highly readable style by one of the most 
entertaining and perceptive writers on wildlife and 
countryside matters; it would make a great Christmas 
present for anyone with an interest in fungi. 
 
Available from the Plantlife website for £28.00. 

See https://shop.plantlife.org.uk/collections/gifts/products/book-fascinated-by-fungi for more 
information. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Wednesday 18th December  7.30pm  HIWWT Christmas Wildlife Quiz 
An evening of fun with a Christmas Wildlife Quiz and mince pies.   

Please join the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust, South Downs Group at  
St Wilfrid’s Church Hall, Padnell Road, Cowplain PO8 8DZ.  

Free Parking.  Non members welcome.   Admission £3 donation.   
Contact Deryn Hawkins on 02392 598000 or website:  
https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/events/2019-12-18-christmas-wildlife-quiz-nibbles. 
 
 
Saturday 28th December  10.00am – 12.00pm  HBTW Woodland Walk  
A walk around the areas managed by Friends of the Hermitage Stream. 

Meet at 10.00am at Hermitage Open Space, Purbrook Way, Leigh Park, PO9 3RU 
 
 
Monday 30th December  10.00am – 4.00pm  HBTW  Work Party in The Queen’s Inclosure 

We will finish cutting back the main path circling the woodland. 

Meet at the main entrance in Park Lane, Cowplain, PO8 8AB at 10.00am.   
Parking in Park Lane (please do not park on the verge) or in Winscombe Avenue. 

Please bring gloves, a packed lunch and refreshments.  Boots or stout shoes are recommended. 
Please also bring a high visibility vest if you have one.   
 
 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 
Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
Deadline for next issue:  24th December 2019 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given. To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images. The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

If you embed images in documents, please also send the images as attachments. 

Please let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see included. 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. 
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Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 
 
Havant Borough Community Lottery 

You can also support us through the Havant Borough Community Lottery.  You have the chance to 
win up to £25,000, plus additional prizes in special draws, and we receive 50p from every £1 ticket.  
A further 10p is paid into a community fund and grants for specific projects are distributed from the 
fund to eligible good causes every six months.   

https://www.havantlottery.co.uk/support/havant-borough-tree-wardens 
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