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Partnership.  In practice this means identifying and monitoring sites according to 
criteria, and proposing the list to Havant for adoption in the Local Development 
Framework.  HBIC’s field surveyors survey SINCs on a rolling basis to characterise 
their habitat features.  Havant is able to prioritise survey of certain SINCs within the 
Borough by agreement with HBIC.  Any given SINC may have features which qualify 
under one or more of the criteria as detailed below: 
 
Criteria for Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)  
– visit www.hants.gov.uk/biodiversity/hbic for expected updates to these criteria 
 

Woodland  

1A Ancient¹ semi-natural² woodlands.  
 
1B Other woodland where there is a significant element of ancient semi-natural woodland 
surviving.  
 
1C Other semi-natural woodland if; (ii) they comprise important community types of restricted 
distribution in the County, such as yew woods and alder swamp woods  
  
1D Pasture woodland and wooded commons, not included in any of the above, which are of 
considerable biological and historical interest.  
 

1 Ancient - refers to woodlands which have developed particular ecological characteristics as 
a result of their long continuity. Those identified to date which are over 2ha are included on 
the Hampshire Inventory of Ancient Woodlands (Provisional).  

2 Semi-natural - modified types of vegetation in which the dominant and constant species are 
accepted natives to Britain and that locality, and the structure of the community conforms to 
the range of natural vegetation types.  
 
Neutral/acid/calcareous grassland  
2A Agriculturally unimproved grasslands³  
 
2B Semi-improved grasslands which retain a significant element of unimproved grassland.  
 
2D Grasslands which have become impoverished through inappropriate management but 
which retain sufficient elements of relic unimproved grassland to enable recovery.  
 
3 Agriculturally unimproved grassland - grassland that is composed of a mixed assemblage of 
indigenous species in essentially semi-natural communities which has been allowed to 
develop without the major use of herbicides or inorganic fertilisers.  
 
Heathland  
3A Areas of heathland vegetation; including matrices of dwarf shrub, acid grassland, valley 
mires and scrub.  
 
3B Areas of heathland which are afforested or have succeeded to woodland if; (i) they retain 
significant remnants of heathland vegetation which would enable their recovery, or (ii) they 
are contiguous with, or form an integral part of an open area of heathland,  
 
Coastal habitats  
 
4A Semi-natural coastal and estuarine habitats, including saltmarsh, intertidal mudflats, sand 
dunes, shingle, brackish ponds, grazing marsh and maritime grasslands.  
 
Wetlands  
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5A Areas of open freshwater (eg. lakes, ponds, canals, rivers, streams and ditches) which 
support outstanding assemblages of floating/submerged/ emergent plant species, 
invertebrates, birds or amphibians.  
 
5B Fens, flushes, seepages, springs, inundation grasslands etc. that support a flora and 
fauna characteristic of unimproved and waterlogged (seasonal or permanent) conditions.  
 
Species 
 
6A Sites which support one or more notable species

4
. 

 
6B Sites which regularly support a significant population of a species which has a restricted 
distribution or has substantially declined in population or range. Such sites may be used 
seasonally or for only one part of a species life-cycle.  
 
6C Sites which support an outstanding assemblage of species.  
 
4
 Notable species include Red Data Book species, Nationally Scarce species, species 

covered under Schedules 1,5 and 8 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, Annex 1 of the EC 
Bird Directive 79/409 and Annex II & IV of the EC Directive 92/43/EEC 'The Habitats 
Directive', and those covered by the Bern, Bonn and Ramsar Conventions. Notable species 
will also include species which are considered 'County Rare' or 'County Scarce'. County Rare 
= those species recorded in 1% or less tetrads in Hampshire or either of the two vice-counties 
(11 & 12) separately. County Scarce = 4% or less tetrads.  
 
Social value  
 
7A Sites of nature conservation interest which occur in areas otherwise deficient in such 
interest, and/or are known to be of particularly high value to local communities e.g. community 
wildlife sites. 
 
Sites selected under this criteria will be rigorously confined to those which, if lost, would result 
in a considerable and demonstrable loss to the local community which would be very 
difficult/impossible to replace. Because of the widespread distribution of sites of nature 
conservation interest in Hampshire, and the high threshold used to define critical importance, 
only a limited number of sites are likely to meet this criteria.  
 
Geology and geomorphology  
8A Sites which have been designated as Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological 
Sites (RIGS)  
 
Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Sites are sites of regional importance 

excluding SSSIs. RIGS are analogous to biological non-statutory sites.  

 
 

2.4 Designated Sites in Havant 
 
Havant has a significant proportion of the county’s internationally important 
designated areas for biodiversity, including part of the extensive Solent coastal area. 
Section 1 outlines the categories of site designation for biodiversity.  The sites 
designated for their biodiversity in the Borough are shown in Map 1 and summarised 
in the following table: 
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Designation Number 

in 
Havant 

Havant number 
as % total 
Hampshire 
number 

Area in Havant 
(hectares) 

Havant area as 
% total 
Hampshire 
area 

Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) 

1 8 2274 6 

Special Protection Area 
(SPA) 

1 1 2436 6 

Ramsar  1 2 2433 7 

Site of Special 
Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) 

4 1 2682 9 

Local Nature Reserve 
(LNR) 

5 9 171.6 10 

Site of Importance for 
Nature Conservation 
(SINC) 

135 
 

4 863.3 3 

 
Havant can be seen to contain significant areas designated as SAC, SPA and 
Ramsar sites, accounting for over 30% of the total area of the Borough. 
 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 
 
Solent Maritime SAC 
 
The Solent encompasses a major estuarine system on the south coast of England 
with four coastal plain estuaries (Yar, Medina, King’s Quay Shore and Hamble) and 
four bar-built estuaries (Newtown Harbour, Beaulieu, Langstone Harbour and 
Chichester Harbour).  The Solent and its inlets are unique in Europe due to their four 
tides each day and the complexity of the marine and estuarine habitats present within 
the area.  Sediment habitats within the estuaries include extensive estuarine flats, 
often with intertidal areas supporting eelgrass and green algae, sand and shingle 
spits, and natural shoreline transitions.  The mudflats range from low and variable 
salinity in the upper reaches of the estuaries to very sheltered, almost fully marine 
muds in Chichester and Langstone Harbours.   
 
Solent Maritime is the only site for smooth cord-grass (Spartina alterniflora) in the UK 
and is one of only two sites where significant amounts of small cord-grass (Spartina 
maritima) are found.  It is also one of the few remaining sites for Townsend’s cord-
grass (Spartina x townsendii) and holds extensive areas of common cord-grass 
(Spartina anglica), all four taxa thus occurring here in close proximity.  It has 
additional historical and scientific interest as the site where S. alterniflora was first 
recorded in the UK (1829) and where S. x townsendii and, later, S. anglica first 
occurred.  
 
The Solent contains the second-largest aggregation of Atlantic salt meadows in south 
and south-west England.  Solent Maritime is a composite site composed of a large 
number of separate areas of saltmarsh.  In contrast to the Severn estuary, the salt 
meadows at this site are notable as being representative of the ungrazed type and 
support a different range of communities dominated by Sea-purslane (Atriplex 
portulacoides), Common sea-lavender (Limonium vulgare) and Thrift (Armeria 
maritime).  As a whole, the site is less truncated by man-made features than other 
parts of the south coast and shows rare and unusual transitions to freshwater 


