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We have a Tree Nursery 

In fact, we have two. 

At the Havant Conservation Forum in July we met Jim Davis of Grove Road Conservation Group.  
Jim is also a trustee of Stone’s Allotments, next to Havant Cemetery in New Lane, and he told us 
that he had transformed three unused allotment plots into a wildlife area.  We asked Jim if a plot 
became available whether it would be possible for us to us it as a tree nursery.  He liked the idea 
and offered us part of his own plot.  The area is 3m X 2.5m and it will be ideal for growing whips for 
hedging. 

 

   The tree nursery in Hollybank Woods 

   Photo:  Terry Smith 

Hollybank Woods has offered us a section of 
the tree nursery in Hollybank Woods, Emsworth. 
This arrangement will allow us to grow more 
stock for hedging and some larger trees.  
 
Hollybank Woods and the friends group have 
many years experience of managing the nursery 
and we can learn a lot from them.  The first task 
will be to clear the ground.  
  
Hollybank Woods is a fascinating woodland and 
we are looking forward to next month’s walk 
there and to working closely with Hollybank 
Woods and the Friends. 

 
Thank you to Jim and Hollybank Woods for making space available.  We are busy checking our 
stock of seedlings and collecting fruit so that we can make the most of these opportunities. 
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A walk along the Hayling Billy Trail (12th September) - Judy Valentine 

Terry led a group of Hayling residents on a walk along the Billy Trail. Autumn is a great time for 
identification as we were able to learn lots of new tree and hedge names from their seeds and 
fruits we saw. 

 

Rose Hips 

 

Black Bryony 

 

Pedunculate Oak 

 

Wayfaring Tree 

 

Talking about trees 

 

Windswept Oak 

 
Hayling Update – Eric Walker 

Hayling Island has a lot of veteran woodland, into which the developers have moved in the last 50 
years.  The evidence for this woodland landscape is the large number (currently 42 recorded) of 
clumps of Butchers Broom.  A lot of them are in amongst the large oaks that were left when the 
properties were built.  It is likely that more will be found now we know what we are looking for.  The 
next challenge will be to photograph the leaf and flower next spring. I am now wondering if there 
are male and female flowers. 

Having moved into this once rural Island, it is surprising how many new residents are using artificial 
turf, shingle or concrete on their land next to the road for their cars.  Many trees are becoming 
mature and producing lots of seeds and leaves, which have to be swept up.  It then follows that the 
large trees have to go.  There has been a lot of chainsaw activity this summer, some nominally 
pollarding and effectively killing the tree, others producing lollipop shaped trees. 

This last month an inventory has been drawn up of the tree plants (now about 180) being grown by 
Terry, Malinda, Judy and others that have been donated.  About a third of the total have 
designated planting sites, but more sites are wanted. Any further donations of tree plants or for 
listing will be gratefully received.  We are looking to keep the bees at Sinah happy.  This year has 
been very fruitful and a list of the available seeds has been made.  All these need sowing and 
sheltered spots are being sought. 

We have continued to input our tree survey data onto Treezilla.  This is currently being frustrated 
by the Google aerial view basis being five years out of date.  Whole estates of houses have been 
built, lived in for years and all we can see is a building site.  

 



About Trees 3 of 11 October 2019 
 

Emsworth Horticultural Show 

 
Emsworth Tree Wardens sold 43 Tree Trail 
books from their stand at the Emsworth 
Horticultural Show on August Bank Holiday 
Monday. 
 
There was a lot of interest throughout the day, 
new contacts were made and several groups 
wanted to arrange tree-related walks.  
 
Yvonne Copeland 
 
 

 
 
 
Ecological Survey by Hollybank Woods 

 
 
Photo:  Hollybank Woods 
 
 

Emsworth Common Road on the northern 
boundary of Hollybank Woods is closed to traffic 
to allow repairs to a culvert.  The road will be 
closed for six weeks from Monday 23rd 
September. During this time Hollybank Woods 
will be taking the opportunity to carry out a 
survey of trees along the edge of the woodland 
together with soil samples.  Among other things, 
the survey will compare populations of some 
invertebrates with previous surveys. 

Hollybank Woods have invited members of 
Havant Borough Tree Wardens to join the 
Friends group carrying out the survey. The date 
of the survey is to be confirmed by Hollybank 
Woods and we will publish further details on our 
website and social media when available. 
Please let us know if you would like to help and 
we will keep you informed. 

 
 
New Wildflower Bank at Hollybank Woods 

The laurel hedge at the entrance to Hollybank 
Woods in Hollybank Lane has become 
dominant to the detriment of more wildlife 
friendly flora.  Hollybank Woods have decided to 
remove the invasive laurel and increase light 
onto the bank.  Topsoil will be sown with wild 
flower seeds and grasses from Hollybank 
Woods seed stock to create a wildlife corridor 
and attract pollinators. 
 
Photo:  Hollybank Woods 
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Our Borough is full of Historic Trees – Malinda Griffin 

Anyone keeping an eye on the Ancient Tree Inventory (ATI) Tree Search page for our Borough will 
have seen a big jump in the number of historic trees on record. 
 

 

Ancient oak coppice on bank with Butcher’s 
Broom.   

Photo:  Malinda Griffin 

Polly and Malinda have been surveying near 
Sinah Lane/Billy Line, and found some beautiful 
old survivors such as this lovely Ancient coppice 
in an old agricultural hedgerow on a complex 
ditch and bank system.  

This tree is on the boundary of the SSSI site 
known locally as Saltmarsh Copse.  This 
contains many Ancient Woodland Indicator 
plants, such as the Butcher’s Broom seen in this 
photo. 

Polly has certainly got the ATI bug and gone 
solo to record more trees.  Her first was a twin-
stemmed coppiced oak with a ground-level 
trunk measurement of 4.25m, near the Hayling 
Gun Site 

Malinda has added a few interesting Emsworth 
area trees; Crack Willow in Brook Meadow, 
Oaks under threat near Horndean Road, and 
Ancient Field Maples along Pook Lane. 

Terry has noticed more heritage trees in the 
heart of the Borough, and will go back to record 
them for the ATI. 

 
At the moment, South Hayling is challenging Emsworth’s previous total of recorded trees: 

South Hayling now has 14 Veterans, 3 Ancients. 

Emsworth has 12 Veterans, 0 Ancients and 4 Notables (Notables are veterans of the future if 
protected from harm). 

Midway between these two challengers is Pook Lane (Warblington) which by itself has another 5 
Veterans and 4 Ancients, with more spotted but unsurveyed so far. 
 

 

 
 
Ancient Field Maples in Pook 
Lane, Warblington. 

Photos:  Malinda Griffin 

 
 

Autumn is an excellent time of year for tree surveying as undergrowth and brambles are less 
troublesome.  Ancient and Veteran trees are living history; they can live for hundreds of years and 
teach us about our localities past.  The ATI exists to record these significant trees so they can be 
looked after to protect their potential longevity.  

See the HBTW site for links to ‘How to record Ancient & Veteran Trees’, and join in for your local 
area.  A summary list of the trees we have found so far is available from the Ancient Trees section 
of our website.   
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Ancient Tree Training 

On Friday 27th September, Malinda, who is a 
verifier for the Ancient Tree Inventory (ATI), led 
some ancient tree training, including 
identification, measurement, assessment and 
recording on the ATI.  We were joined by the 
HBC Councillor for Hayling East, Rosy Raines, 
who is an enthusiastic supporter and posted on 
Facebook: 
 
"I had the opportunity to meet with some of the 
tree wardens recently with Judy Valentine & 
some of her colleagues.  They are a passionate 
dedicated group of volunteers.   A meeting I 
really enjoyed, learning about how they 
document the trees in the Borough & the work 
they do as a team to maintain the trees.  Keep 
up the good work, many thanks Cllr Rosy 
Raines." 
 
Rosy also ranked us 5 stars out of 5!  
 
Malinda issued ATI field guides and tape 
measures, so we will all be out looking for more 
trees to record. 

 

Councillor Rosy Raines measuring an oak tree. 

Photo:  Judy Valentine 
 
 
 
England’s Tree of the Year 2019 – The Woodland Trust Shortlist 

This year, two trees from our area have been included in the shortlist of ten trees.   

 

Great Yew – Kingley Vale, near Chichester 
 

Photos:  The Woodland Trust 

 

Dragon Tree - Brighstone, Isle of Wight 
 
The full list can be seen on The Woodland Trust website which is well worth a look.  
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/vote-tree-of-the-year-2019/england/ 
 
The Guardian gallery includes some different images to the Woodland Trust website.  They are the 
same trees.  https://www.theguardian.com/environment/gallery/2019/sep/09/englands-tree-of-the-
year-2019-the-woodland-trust-shortlist 
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Work Parties to Start in The Queen’s Inclosure – Terry Smith 

During our guided walk around The Queen’s Inclosure in Cowplain with Hugh Milner in May (see 
June issue of About Trees for report) it was clear that the woodland would benefit from some 
management. 

 

After discussion with Forestry England, HBTW will lead 
monthly work parties in The Queen’s Inclosure with a 
view to forming a separate Friends group in due course.  
The first work party will be on Monday 28th October 
(10.00am to 4.00pm).  We will start by cutting back the 
whole of the main path that circles round the wood and 
then identify coupes that need hazel coppicing and 
sycamore removal so as to favour the oak and yew.  
There are plenty of other tasks.  Please let me know if 
you would like to help tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com  

The Queen’s Inclosure is described as a plantation on an ancient woodland site and covers 40 
hectares of mainly oak with some yew, hazel and small numbers of other species.  There are small 
areas of secondary woodland on the east and west edges. The habitat is classified in a 2001 
biodiversity survey as semi-natural broadleaved woodland.  According to the survey report (which 
is available from the HBTW website) there are 35 ancient woodland indicators.  Species recorded 
include all three woodpeckers, nuthatches, sparrowhawks, common cow-wheat, golden rod, five 
different speedwells and wild service tree.  Other birds are regularly seen and heard. 
https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/files/2019/05/The-Queens-Inclosure-
SU69301050-61-0208-01-11-2001-Redacted-Version.pdf 
 
 
The Wood - The Life & Times of Cockshutt Wood by John Lewis-Stempel 

What a pleasure to listen to this audio book.   

 

‘For four years John Lewis-Stempel managed. 
Cockshutt.  It is a particular wood - three and a 
half acres of mixed woodland in south west 
Herefordshire - but it stands as exemplar for all 
the small woods of England.  He coppiced the 
trees and raised cows and pigs who roamed 
free there.  This is the diary of the last year, by 
which time he had come to know it from the 
bottom of its beech roots to the tip of its oaks, 
and to know all the animals that lived there - the 
fox, the pheasants, the wood mice, the tawny 
owl - and where the best bluebells grew.  For 
many fauna and flora, woods like Cockshutt are 
the last refuge. It proves a sanctuary for John 
too. 

To read The Wood is to be amongst its trees as 
the seasons change, following an easy path 
until, suddenly the view is broken by a screen 

of leaves, or your foot catches on a root, or a bird startles overhead.  Lyrical, informative, steeped 
in poetry and folklore, it is both very real and very magical.’ 

If you’re a member of the Hampshire Library Service follow the link to see how you can download 
this audio book for free (sometimes you have to wait for popular books). 

Also available in book form if you order at your local library (not available as an e-book). 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/whatyoucanborrow/ebooksaudiobooks 
 
Judy Valentine 
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Woodland Walk: Hurstwood (28th September) - Rob Foord 

Today, Hurstwood is a dog-leg shaped 22-acre fragment of the former Forest of Bere bounded by 
Hulbert Road and the A3(M) on the Waterlooville side. The Hermitage Stream (whose source is up 
towards the Queen’s Inclosure woodland) flows through the south easterly portion of the woods.  
The woods are designated a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation as they are ancient semi-
natural woodland (including wet woodland where the Hermitage stream flows through the site). It 
would once have formed part of an extensive tract of managed woodland from the Queen’s 
Inclosure to Stakes Hill Coppice, Stakes Coppice, Beech Woods and Neville Park. Sadly, much of 
these woods have now been fragmented and replaced by roads and development. Like much of 
the area the underlying geology is London Clay.  

 

Alder with fungi next to Hermitage Stream 

Photo:  Rob Foord 

The walk was led by Terry Smith, Chairman of 
Havant Borough Tree Wardens. Before we'd 
even got to the woods proper Terry pointed out 
a stand of small-leaved lime which is a scarce 
tree and an indicator of ancient woodland. The 
specimen seemed very tall and had four 
substantial trunks which possibly indicates 
some history of coppicing. There was some 
expectation that it might merit listing as an 
ancient or veteran tree.   

The walk was in two parts forming a figure of 
eight. The first part was along the small wet 
wooded valley created by the stream.  Species 
identified here included alder, ash, beech, 
cherry, dogwood, hazel, guelder rose, hawthorn, 
holly, maple and English oak amongst others. 
One alder specimen was very interesting: a 
linear multi-stemmed tree right on the stream; it 
was easily a metre across creating almost a 
tableau effect, complete with fungi it looked like 
something out of Tolkien. Sadly much of the 
Ash in this section showed evidence of dieback. 
There was some evidence of hazel coppicing 
with several very old coppice stools.  

 

For the second half of the walk, we headed northwards, the 
landscape altering from a shallow wet valley to drier, more 
open upland.  This section was wider than the valley section 
and showed more extensive evidence of coppicing. This 
patch may have previously formed part of Beech Woods.  
The highlight here included several specimens of the rare 
wild service.  An unassuming tree, it would have been easy to 
miss if not pointed out by Terry.  There seemed to be more 
oak, birch and sweet chestnut here, several wilding apple 
trees and one prime beech which measured approximately 
4m in girth (possibly a veteran, but certainly notable).  

Other noteworthy finds included a couple of clumps of 
butchers broom, a fly agaric toadstool amongst other fungi, 
some nice lichen, a lovely hart's tongue fern, some cyclamen 
and some common fleabane. 

Thanks to Terry for leading the walk and to those in 
attendance for sharing their passion and enthusiasm for the 
trees and woodlands in our borough. 
 
Right:  Wild Service saplings 

Photo:  Rob Foord 
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From our Readers 
 
Magnolia Tree – Adele Mallows 

I thought you might like to see my magnolia tree - grown from seed.  At The Rowans where I'm a 
volunteer gardener we have a splendid magnolia.  Last autumn I had a small branch with a seed 
pod from it and kept it in a vase where it was very decorative.  I wondered if I could grow a tree 
from the seed.  I looked up on the internet how to do it:  Remove the seeds from the pod, soak in 
warm water and remove the skin, put in a polybag of compost and place in the fridge for 3 months, 
retrieve and sow.  Quite a saga.  Anyway, I did it and planted about 20 or so seeds.  TWO 
germinated and one died almost straight away leaving me with just one precious one.  It seems to 
be doing quite well, but I don't think I will live long enough to see it flower! 
 

 

 
 
Above:  Magnolia seed pod. 
 
Left:  Magnolia grown from 
seed. 

 

The parent tree at The Rowans 
hospice in Purbrook Heath is 
28 years old. 

 
 
A report from December 1988 Haying Islander – Judy Valentine 
 

 
 
Havant appeal for new trees (HAV – ANT for short) was launched just a year ago as a co-operative 
venture by organisations representing the business community, conservation interests and the 
people of Havant.  

The Hayling Chamber of Commerce, the Friends of Hayling Trees, Hayling Bosmere 100 and the 
Hayling Ratepayers’ Association were in the forefront of those throughout the Borough who wish to 
heal the scars left by the hurricane of October 1987 and to ensure that future generations would 
enjoy green trees to sustain a healthy pleasant environment. 

After a year of fund raising which began with an inspiring talk by Brian Kidd, known to radio 
listeners as “Portsmouth man of the trees”, and included exhibitions at Hayling Expo and Hayling 
Railway Society open day, the appeal has now passed its target of £1,250. 
 
Vital 
The organisers are confidently looking for at least £1,500 from local firms and the public and are 
hoping to add to the final total by grants from public firms.   

Many suggestions for places where trees can be planted to maximise benefits to the public have 
already been received and the appeal committee is now matching available funds to those 
suggestions. 

The appeal is not yet closed, and everyone who shares the belief that trees are the most vital 
element in a healthy environment, both from the view of the natural processes and wildlife they 
support and for the way in which they enhance the landscape, is asked to contribute to the final 
total of money and suggestions for planting. 
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Portsmouth Building Society will accept donations large or small at its Mengham Road branch. 
Money or suggestions can be given to the appeal treasurer, Ralph Hollins at * ********** Road, 
Havant (near the post office) or you can ring him on Havant  ***** 
 
Source: Hayling Library  
 
 
 
Diary Dates 
 
23rd September until 23rd October 2019 – Seed Gathering Season 
Get your local community, or better still a group of youngsters, to join you in this annual Tree 
Council event and help you collect seed to grow your own native trees.  Let us know if you would 
like some help. 
 
 
Tuesday 8th October 10.00am  Steering Group Meeting 

Havant Borough Tree Wardens Steering Group meeting at The Public Service Plaza, Civic Centre 
Road, Havant PO9 2AX 

Please e-mail hbctreewardens@gmail.com  for details.  
 
 

 

Wednesday 23rd October  7.30pm – 9.30pm   
Talk: The Knepp Rewilding Project  

Join Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust for an illustrated 
talk on the Knepp Estate rewilding project in West Sussex, using 
free-ranging animals to create new habitats for native wildlife, by 
Estate Ecologist Penny Green.  Suggested donation £3.  
Contact: Andrew Powling 02392 258457 
or apowling01@btinternet.com  

Warblington School, Southleigh Road, Havant PO9 2RR  
 
 
Saturday 26th October - Woodland Walk in Hollybank Wood 
10.00am – 12.00pm 

Join us for a walk around this fascinating woodland and prepare for some surprises.  One not to be 
missed.  Meet at the entrance in Hollybank Lane, Emsworth PO10 7UN 
 
 
Monday 28th October – HBTW Work Party in The Queen’s Inclosure 

10.00am – 4.00pm  Contact Terry Smith for details tjs.oaktreecottage@gmail.com 
 
 
Thursday 7th November 6.00pm Tree Warden Training at The Public Service Plaza, Havant 

Jamie Gargett MICFor, Arboriculture Manager for Havant BC and East Hampshire DC, will talk 
about Tree Preservation Orders and the Law.  

Jon Stokes of The Tree Council will give a talk: Planting Three Billion Trees 

The training will be open to HBTW Tree Wardens and supporters as well as our local Councillors.  
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Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images.  The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

Please also let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see 
included. 

Deadline for next issue:  24th October 2019 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 


