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Some damage to trees has been seen recently 
following routine mowing and strimming of grass.  If 
you see any recent damage to trees, please let us 
know with details of the location, date seen and type of 
tree, if known, and photographs of the damage and the 
tree. In the picture (right) there seems have been 
herbicide by the wall, but around the stem too? 
 
Having made the enquiry about the locations of the 
ancient woodland indicator, Butcher’s Broom, it came 
as a big surprise that on Hayling Island, 13 plants can  
be seen on private land and another 12 plants on roadside verges and there is one group in the 
Recreation (Legion) Field.  The follow up is to see if the nearby trees to these plants are at least 
veteran, if not ancient. 

 
Emsworth – Brendan Gibb-Gray 

Having launched the Emsworth Tree Trail book, we are pleased to announce that more than 500 
copies have already been sold which will give a “profit” of more than £2,000.  These monies are to 
be spent in the coming planting season on 20 new street trees for the roads and avenues in the 
town.  We are doing this in conjunction with the Highways Dept of HCC and one of the criteria laid 
down by the Council is that close neighbours to the location of the new trees are agreeable.  
Fortunately, about 80% are and it is surprising that about 20% give rather poor reasons for 
objecting.  None so queer as folk! 

Carrying on our tradition of planting English Oaks on Hampshire Farm Meadow, we will be 
allocating a further £500 to this project in the coming winter planting season.  We hope to see 
many Tree Wardens at the Emsworth Show on Bank Holiday Monday (26th August) where we will 
have a stall, mainly to sell the remainder of our excellent Tree Trail book. 
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Veteran trees help to halt green field housing development - Malinda Griffin 

Recognition of the need to protect veteran trees was among the reasons given by Havant Borough 
Council for refusing permission to build 36 houses on a green field site in Emsworth, (Westwood 
Close field, APP/18/00672). 
 
Initial Tree Officer opinion had been that the trees and part of hedge to be removed were of “low 
quality” and made little contribution to local character.  No objection to their removal.  
 
However, in the 2019 Delegated Report recommending refusal of the application, the Tree Officer 
noted that two Field Maples and the two oaks within the hedgerow had now been officially listed as 
‘veteran’ on the Ancient Tree Inventory.  Consequently, the Tree Officer objected to the felling of 
the two Field Maples (which have an estimated age of 300 years). 
 
The Tree Officer also noted that the root 
protection area (RPA) of the two Oaks had to be 
amended to give a minimum of 15 times the 
stem diameter for veteran trees or 5 metres 
beyond the canopy (which ever is the greater). 
Until this revision has taken place, the Tree 
Officer objects to positioning two houses within 
that RPA. 
 
In summary, HBC’s Tree Officer, following the 
trees’ “new classification”, advised that the 
Council should be in tune with national policy 
and raise objection to any harm to the veteran 
trees.  
 
The Tree Officer advice to object to any harm 
concluded with a statement from the NPPF  
(National Planning Policy Framework): 
 “Ancient woodland, ancient trees and veteran 
trees are irreplaceable. Consequently you 
should not consider proposed compensation 
measures as part of your assessment of the 
merits of the development proposal.” 

 

Ancient Field Maple (at one time coppiced and 
now a sculptured survivor). 

Photo:  Malinda Griffin 
 
 
Following on: Veteran trees are the focus for new collaboration 

Jamie Gargett (Arboricultural Manager) has asked HBTWs to devise a format for an innovative 
register of Havant’s Ancient & Veteran Trees.  
 
He envisages this as offering a two-fold benefit: 

• a way to keep his officers up-to-date with local trees that meet necessary criteria for 
classification as ancient or veteran, and for protection,  

• and also a publicly available celebration of Havant’s heritage trees. 
 
This is a very welcome collaborative project that could increase public awareness of the wealth of 
exceptional trees in every area of our Borough, and pave the way for better protection of those 
trees in partnership with our Tree Officers. 
 
Please contact Malinda with details of any trees you’d like surveyed for inclusion on the Woodland 
Trust’s Ancient Tree Inventory, and then into Havant’s Heritage Tree data base. 
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Recognising a Veteran Tree 

Ancient/veteran trees stand out as unusual.  They are often gnarled, hollow, twisted-shaped, multi-
stemmed with large lower trunks and dead branches sticking out of the main canopy. There is 
guidance on the Woodland Trust and Ancient Tree Forum websites, also see:    
www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk  
If you have got one or know of one, get permission from the landowner to measure, then e-mail 
Malinda with the location, girth, species and photos of the tree. 
 
 
Bedhampton Show – Terry Smith 

Thank you to everyone who came to speak to us about trees at the Bedhampton Show.  The 
organisers were expecting 2,000 people and thought that had been exceeded.   

We had a steady flow of visitors to our gazebo (it started with other stall holders before the show 
began) and we talked to lots of people.  The questions were varied, we were offered a 5 foot 
walnut tree in a pot and we made some useful contacts. 
 
We were also given an oak tree in a pot a few weeks ago and it has become our mascot, joining us 
at events. 
 
Two people wanted to send us photographs so that we could identify trees for them and 16 people 
signed up for the newsletter. 
 

 

Above:  Our gazebo at the show.  (Photo: Terry Smith) 

Right:  Signing up for the newsletter.  (Photo: Rob Foord)  

 
 
Ivy - Boon or Bane?  

A recent planning application that included the removal of the ivy from the trees brought to the 
surface the Arboricultural Practice Note APN 10 which deals with Ivy - Boon or Bane?  

This article from the Arboricultural Association is an interesting read if you’re trying to decide if you 
should remove the ivy from your trees.  It sets out the arguments for and against and says there is 
no prevailing view on whether ivy should be removed. 

The CO2 capture of these plants is not dealt with in the document and the conservation aspects get 
little mention.  The Practice Note can be seen at 
https://www.trees.org.uk/kenticotrees/Trees.org.uk/files/f0/f0e3a76b-926f-4cde-b703-
417563ae93df.pdf 
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Bere Copse Walk – Terry Smith & Hugh Milner 

On Friday 12th July, four tree wardens joined Pete Hodges of The Friends of Park Wood and Hugh 
Milner for a guided tour of Bere Copse, Soberton Heath, a 1.5 hectare remnant of the Forest of 
Bere that once covered much of the area.   

Bere Copse used to be known as Bere Row.  The main wood was grubbed out in the 1960s, but 
was re-growing until it was sold and grubbed out again for farmland.  A tithe map from the 1840s 
shows the land was part of the Holywell Estate, owned by Lord Clarendon.  The wood was in 
private ownership until March this year when it was left to Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife 
Trust (HIWWT). 

 

The two trees on the left and the 
‘telegraph pole’ behind Hugh are all 
part of the same stand of small-
leaved lime. 

Grants have been received for fencing and a deer and 
rabbit fence has been installed where the wood borders 
farmland and a cutting of the old Meon Valley Railway.  
Coppicing (with grants from the Forestry Commission) and 
thinning of the overstorey, in the last five years, has been 
carried out by members of the Hampshire Coppice Group 
and some of the oak standards have been used for new 
buildings at Butser Ancient Farm.  Soberton and Newtown 
conservation group, known as the ‘Sober Newts’, undertake 
general management. 

The previous lack of active management has resulted in 
crowding and some very tall trees, mainly ash with some 
oak.  Most of the ash was suffering from varying degrees of 
dieback and some in the more advanced stages will need 
to be felled. 

A little way into the woodland, we moved off the path into a 
section with coppiced small-leaved lime and a very tall lime 
stand.  The flowers of small-leaved lime appear above 
foliage, distinguishing it from common lime where the 
flowers hang below.   

The combined operations of coppicing and thinning have allowed light onto the ground and 
encouraged seedlings to grow.  In this section it was mainly hawthorn and hazel, but further along 
there was a multitude of small-leaved lime seedlings, all carefully marked for a regeneration project 
and to avoid accidental damage. 

 

Small-leaved lime seedling. 

 

Marker used to avoid accidental damage. 

There are six lime woods in the Meon Valley, four in this area, the best example being Great Lion 
Copse.  The woods were all part of Waltham Chase, historically gifted by the King in Anglo-Saxon 
times to the Bishop of Winchester. This link with religious houses may have spared the lime when 
other woodland was cleared to make room for more commercially viable hazel.   
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Bast, the inner bark of lime was used for cordage and rope-making until around 1700.  Lime was 
also used for hop poles in some places although sweet chestnut is more durable.  Until about 1850 
hops were grown up tripods.  After that date it became usual to have poles at either end of a row 
with wires between them and string for hops to climb up, and the demand for hop poles declined 
significantly. 

Most woods in the country were cut in the 1940s for the war effort and were subsequently invaded 
by birch which has since died, having a life of only 60 to 70 years. This applied to Bere Copse. The 
southern end of the woodland has been left for ‘continuous cover’, to regenerate from natural 
seeding and so diversify the genepool, unlike coppice regrowth. 

Small leaved lime is thought to rarely regenerate from the base of a mature tree.  Some of the 
trees showed basal growth, although it was not nearly as prolific as on common lime which is a 
hybrid of large-leaved and small-leaved lime.  Where such growth arches over and touches the 
ground, small leaved lime is known to root; this is self-layering. If a lime falls over it often produces 
new growth along its length, known as ‘linear cloning’. 

Lime is really shade tolerant and is almost as good as beech in that respect, although it clearly 
responds well to light.  The lime in Bere Copse has been coppiced in three coupes.  The section 
coppiced one year ago showed vigorous growth; up to three metres growth in one year is 
considered good. This is only possible here because of the exclusion of deer by the fence. 

 

Mixed in with the lime were seedlings of oak, hawthorn, 
holly, field maple and hazel with small wild currant bushes.  
There was also blackthorn along the fence line, ash, wild 
privet, beech, rose and bramble with wild cherry seedlings 
and some larger crab apples.  There was no sign of fruit on 
that occasion, but crab apples were found on a diminutive 
bush during a subsequent visit. 

Treading carefully between the various seedlings, we 
reached the section with the wild service. These trees are 
rarely found, so it is unusual to find several in different 
stages of growth in the same woodland.  Wild Service 
appears not to respond well to coppicing when mature; one 
large stool had been coppiced and died.  Fortunately, there 
were plenty of seedlings and another tree of intermediate 
size, so there was no need to repeat the experiment. 

Left:  Wild service seedling. 

Despite the widespread honeysuckle, which was 
mainly young, there was no sign of dormice and 
this may be the reason for the unusually high 
germination rate for the wild service, although it is 
known that the seeds suffer from predation by a 
small insect, leaving only some 5% to grow. 

The far end of the footpath joins the Meon Valley 
Trail.  The oak benches placed along the trail have 
been created from trees grown in this woodland. 

Right:  This image gives an idea of the size of the 
            trunk on the largest wild service tree. 

 
 
We did not pay great attention to the wild flowers in the woodland, but those seen included St 
John’s wort, dog’s mercury, self-heal and Solomon’s seal.  Earlier in the year there was wild garlic, 
wood anemone, bluebell and early purple orchid. 
 
Photos:  Terry Smith 
 
The full version of this article is available from the HBTW website. 
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Diary Dates 

Bank Holiday Monday 26th August - Emsworth Show 
Emsworth Horticultural Society will hold their 100th anniversary show in the grounds of 
New Life Christian Church, 134 Main Road, Emsworth, Hants, PO10 8BN.  
(Entrance via Thorney Road) 
 
Emsworth Tree Wardens will be selling their Tree Trail booklets, a bargain at £3. 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images.  The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

Please also let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see 
included. 

Deadline for next issue:  28th August 2019 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 


