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Saturday Survey in Mengham – Malinda Griffin 

Following an e-mail from Terry, showing photos of interesting field maple coppice in Mengham, 
South Hayling, Polly and Malinda met to survey the trees.  Luckily the rain stopped for the day, and 
we were able to measure five field maples and an oak. 

We established the Grid Reference location of each tree; historic records of this part of South 
Hayling show that this footpath linking Legion Field to the Halyards housing development was once 
part of a complex network of field boundaries. 

 
Above:  The position of the field maples 
registered as ancient trees. 

Right:  The red line on the historic map from 
c1875 indicates the position of the hedge. 
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The trees Terry noticed are all survivors of a field hedgerow, which was banked and ditched to 
allow surface water to run off without flooding the fields.  The trees in the hedgerow would have 
been managed to keep the hedge thick and a good barrier for livestock, as well as producing a 
harvest of useful timber.  All the trees we looked at had been coppiced, and some pollarded as well 
at a later date. 
 

   
 
We took a girth measurement for each – this wasn’t at all straightforward as each tree has multiple 
stems rising from an almost ground level stool. They were also very burred and knobbly, and 
growing on the slope of the old bank running alongside the footpath.  We had to find the smallest 
girth around all stems, avoiding bumps and gnarling, and run our tape round the tree at just above 
ground level where brambles grow thickly! 
 
Then, we had to assess each tree’s condition, its age and ecological value.  Decaying wood in the 
crown, holes and water pockets, and dead wood on the ground all offer important information 
about each tree. 
 
We also looked for epiphytes (plants which grow on other plants), fungi and invertebrate activity. 
Sadly, due to the recent building works nearby, there was limited bird presence. 
 
Lastly, we took a lot of photos to support our submissions of four Field Maples onto the Ancient 
Tree Inventory – they are verified as Veterans, and their idiosyncratic growth patterns are 
fascinating. 

https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/tree-
search/?v=1589486&ml=map&z=15&u=1&up=v&nwLat=50.80663588317902&nwLng=-
1.0141233608872335&seLat=50.7860473418204&seLng=-0.9404806301743429 
 
The next step will be to prepare a sensitive management programme to ensure they can live on as 
long as possible, as a living reminder of local culture and history.  
 
Malinda will follow up the lead mentioned by an interested local resident; she gave us the name of 
the Halyards Management Company, and also said, if the Tree Wardens had plans to look after 
the hedgerow, she would help and donate trees. 
 
 
Previous Newsletters are available from our Website 

Due to restrictions on file sizes, some newsletters were previously only available on request.  
Those issues have been recreated as smaller files and all back issues are now available from the 
website. 
 
The Annual Report for the year ended 31st March 2019 is also available from the website. 
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Main Points from Annual General Meeting held on 10th June 
 
Committee 
Chairman    -  Terry Smith  
Co-ordinator    -  Malinda Griffin  
Treasurer    -  Peter Wallbank  
Secretary    -  Judy Valentine  
Committee Members  -  Eric Walker and Rob Foord  

Steering Group - meetings to be re-instated.  Initially, two per year. 

Constitution 

♦ Co-ordinator to be added to section E (i) Executive Committee Officers. 

♦ The Purpose as stated in the constitution was limiting; ‘… through the planting, care, 
nurture and cultivation of trees …’ did not allow for education or awareness.  The scope 
needed to be widened. Any changes would need to be confirmed with The Tree Council. 

 
Activities for the Next Year 

Walk in the Woods - Arrange walks for May and National Tree Week. Involve schools. 
Seed Collecting Season - Possible seed gathering at Halyards on Hayling Island with a 
small group of families. 

Tree Planting 

♦ Street Trees – Opportunities for additional street trees to be identified and agreed with 
HCC.  HBTW would need to pay half the cost and agree to look after the trees for three 
years.  Submit application to Waitrose to fund additional street trees in the Borough. 

♦ Seeds to be gathered from ancient trees and planted to grow replacement trees. 

Social Activities 

♦ A picnic with a walk to be arranged.  Possible locations: Hampshire Farm Meadows or 
Hermitage Open Space 

♦ End-of-year gathering in November with a speaker. 

Tree Nursery to be pursued. 

Publicity – HBTW to continue with stalls at local events. 

Communication between Tree Wardens 
Last year Malinda had asked TWs for permission to circulate contact information so that TWs could 
contact each other direct. Only three responses had been received.  Request to be re-issued. 
 
 
Bullace Trees along the Hayling Billy Trail  

 

 
There are several bullace trees in fruit along the 
Hayling Billy Trail in Langstone.  Looks like a 
bumper crop this year. They're on the Mill Lane 
side of Langstone. They ripen quite late 
apparently and I understand are best after the 
first frost. 
 
Rob Foord 
 

Bullace is a wild plum with a very acidic, sharp taste, probably like sloe.  It is sold, very useful in 
fruiting hedges and for promoting local wildlife.  The cost as a bare-root whip is £20, and as half 
standard £30.  Well worth growing our own!  We plan to gather some of the seeds to plant in the 
autumn with a view to growing trees that can help to restore some of our historic hedgerows.   

Malinda Griffin 
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Barriers in Havant Park  

We were approached at our stall at the Havant 
& District Horticultural Society Summer 
Gardening Event by various concerned 
members of the public who wanted to know why 
there were barriers around some of the trees in 
Havant Park.  We were not aware of it, so Rob 
took a look. 
 
There are about eight London Plane trees with 
barriers in this image of the North Walk and a 
further three in the West Walk; there could be 
others.  
 
It is clear from the photograph that the footpath 
surface has been lifted by tree roots.  We have 
been informed by Norse South East that all 
parties are 100% aware that trees must not be 
damaged when the surface is repaired. 
 
Rob Foord    
 
 
Gracing our Streets with Trees! 

As a result of the financial success of our latest tree trail book we are able to continue our co-
operation with Hampshire County Council Tree Officers and select and fill further “gaps” in our tree 
lined roads.  We are working hard to identify sites and we will be able to donate up to £2,000 to this 
year’s planting programme.  On average HCC plant/replace about 20 trees each year in and 
around Emsworth and this year, thanks to our financial contribution, the number will be increased 
to 40 trees, a considerable achievement for a relatively small group. In identifying sites we have to 
ensure the neighbouring home owners approve of the planting and will undertake basic care of the 
tree such as watering in times of drought; this seems to us a sensible precaution. 
 
Brendan Gibb-Gray   
Emsworth Tree Wardens 
 
 
Witch’s Broom 

 

 
 
 
Photos:  Ralph Cousins 
 

This example of a ‘witch’s broom’ on hazel was seen in Leigh Park.   
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A witch's broom is a deformity in a woody plant, typically a tree, where a dense mass of shoots 
grows from a single point.  The shoots are usually shorter, stockier, and grow more upright and 
compact than normal, with the resulting structure resembling a broom, as in this case, or a bird’s 
nest, which is the more common form found on birch.  
 
Witch's broom may be caused by many different types of organism, including fungi, insects, 
mistletoe, mites, nematodes, viruses or bacterial parasites spread by sap-sucking insects.  The 
broom growths may last for many years, typically for the life of the tree.  
 
In most cases, a growing point dies, resulting in the prolific growth of side shoots. The growth 
around the witch’s broom may become less vigorous, indicating that nutrients may be diverted from 
other parts of the plant.  
 
The growths may also be caused by physical damage or a mutation.  In the latter case, they are 
sometimes propagated for the breeding of dwarf plants.  Pruning a tree improperly and thereby 
weakening it or failing to observe hygienic practice can infect the tree. 
 
Witches' brooms can be inhabited by a wide variety of species, including some species of moths 
which are specific to particular types of witches' brooms, relying on them for food and shelter for 
their larvae.  In North America, flying squirrels have been known to nest in witches' brooms where 
they occur high up in pine trees. 
 
 
Trees Removed for Road Improvement – Terry Smith 

Five lime trees on the western corner of College Road and Purbrook Way were felled in March in 
preparation for work to upgrade the existing junction to traffic lights with an integrated North/South 
pedestrian crossing.  Trees on the edge of Gundymoor Wood on the opposite (eastern) side of 
College Road have also been felled.  The work is scheduled for 8th July to 31st October. 

 

 

Above:  Lime tree stumps at College Road 
junction.   
 
Left:  Trees removed from the edge of 
Gundymoor Wood. 

 

Khandala Gardens 

The trees at Khandala Gardens, Crookhorn have survived an appeal against the decision by 
Havant Borough Council to refuse permission for them to be felled.  However, there is another 
application for them to be significantly reduced. 

The Inspector considered the trees made an important contribution to the street scene and agreed 
with one of the objectors that the area would appear ‘bare and lifeless’ without them.  He went on 
to say that all three trees offer valuable habitats for insects, birds and a variety of other wildlife –  
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where there are otherwise few such sites in the immediate area. In his view this makes a 
significant contribution to the rather limited natural characteristics of the area.  He concluded that 
felling these trees would be a serious loss and would cause significant harm to the character and 
appearance of the appeal site and the area in its vicinity.  
 

 

The Copper Beech – new application to reduce 
to six metres. 

 

The Limes – new application to reduce to eight 
metres. 

 
The appellant argued that the trees deprive the back garden of sunlight almost entirely.  The 
Inspector had visited the site and explained the reasons why the period for which the entire garden 
is in shade was likely to be relatively limited. 
 
The applicant had not considered the potential growth of trees and likely problems, such as leaf 
clearing and falling branches before moving to the property.  The issue of falling branches 
appeared to be exaggerated and the Inspector pointed out that leaf-fall is inevitable when living 
near deciduous trees, occurred during a relatively brief period and was a matter of routine 
maintenance. 
 
Pigeon droppings from the lime trees, ‘honeydew’ produced by lime aphids and pollen irritation 
were mentioned.  The Inspector described the first two as inevitable consequences of proximity to 
these trees and did not justify removal, while pollen could not reasonably be excluded from the 
surroundings of an individual dwelling.  
 
The appellant argued that cracks in the brickwork were caused by the proximity of the beech tree 
to the house.  However, no investigation had been done and no clear connection was established. 
 
The Inspector said that much could be done in terms of removal of epicormic growth, crown 
reduction, removal of ivy, and of any dead wood. Properly considered, and with regular inspection, 
these measures could have the effect of significantly reducing shading, removing vulnerable 
branches, and reducing the quantity of leaf fall.  
 
Overall, the Inspector did not consider felling the trees would be justified by the appellant’s 
concerns. 
 
A subsequent application has been submitted to reduce the Copper Beech to six metres and the 
Limes to eight metres.  There has not been the same level of objections against the latest 
application, although the neighbours who live nearest to the lime trees strongly object to the 
proposal. 
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Hayling Update – Eric Walker 

I was hoping by now that Havant street trees would be input on Treezilla; all we have are those for 
Havant Cemetery where about a third have been done.  On Hayling, the data entry for Mengham 
Park has started and is about 25% completed. 

 

 
 
Measuring a Western Red Cedar in Havant 
Cemetery. 
 
Photo:  Bob Comlay 
 
 

 
There have been a lot more sightings of butchers broom this last month.  I had understood that it is 
an ancient woodland indicator, but have now learnt it is the only one of its type in England.  There 
was disaster in one place where the landowner has removed the plant with the rubbish outside the 
garden wall as he owns the verge to the road, after we had recorded it at the beginning of June.   
  
July and August are good times for identifying ash dieback.  West Sussex County Council are 
starting the removal of diseased trees and informing the public before work starts.  Of course, they 
will be dealing with the street trees and those in their parks.  Those ash trees in private property 
are the responsibility of the landowner, which must be a worry if the trees are next to a road or 
footpath. 
  
Proposals have been drafted for the planting of trees on Hayling and these are being co-ordinated 
with the Wildflowers for Hayling group. 
  
One charity I know of has produced their 2020 calendar already and is busy designing their 
Christmas cards. I have one photograph to hand and will be looking for eleven more at the end of 
August.  
 
 
Diary Dates 
 
Saturday 6th July – HBTW Stall at Bedhampton Show 

2.00pm – 5.00pm  Bidbury Mede, Bidbury Lane, Bedhampton, PO9 3JG 

After a Teddy Bear’s Picnic at 1.00pm, the Mayor of Havant will open proceedings at 2.00pm.  

Proceeds will go towards the Beacon Food Bank and charity work of St Thomas’s and St 
Nicholas’s Churches. 

https://bedhamptonvillage.com/summer-show-2019 

 

Friday 12th July - Tree Walk - Bere Copse, Soberton Heath 

Bere Copse is a 1.5ha remnant of a much larger wood, but with small-leaved lime, wild service and 
wych elm aplenty, the Copse has a really rare stand-type with such Ancient Woodland Indicators. 
The walk will be led by Hugh Milner. 

Meet at 9.45am beside the pond at Soberton Heath at the junction of Heath Road and Chapel 
Road, SO 32 3PP 
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Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images.  The 
ideal image size is 250KB or less. 

Please also let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see 
included. 

Deadline for next issue:  28th July 2019 
 

Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 

Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com or download it from our 
website. 
 

Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 


