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Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Annual Report 

Year Ended 31st March 2019 

 
 
This has been a year of transition for Havant Borough Tree Wardens.  We held a general meeting 
on 1st May at which a formal constitution based on the Tree Council template was adopted and a 
Chairman and Co-ordinator were appointed.  A Treasurer and Committee Member were 
subsequently co-opted.  Prior to the committee structure the group operated with a Co-ordinator.   
 
We have raised our profile and increased the level of interest in trees generally with our monthly 
newsletter ‘About Trees’ which was launched in June and had a circulation of 172, including 38 
Havant Borough Councillors, and a total readership of over 200 for the March issue. 
 
We have been joined by six new tree wardens during the year, Judy Valentine, Lesley Berry and 
Polly Mitchell from Hayling Island, Rob Foord in Havant Town, Charles Robert in North Emsworth 
and John List from Horndean, making a total of 24 for the Group as a whole.   
 
Judy set up our Twitter and Facebook accounts and produced a Tree Warden recruitment poster, 
initially for Hayling Island, but followed by versions for Havant Town and Emsworth.  We also have 
a new website, which will become the primary source for information on Havant Borough Tree 
Wardens. 
 
We have set up a bank account and become network members of The Conservation Volunteers 
who host our website and carry out annual checks for insurance purposes.  Membership allows us 
to be represented at Havant Conservation Forum, a regular gathering of conservation groups 
within the Borough.   
 
We led two tree walks in May as part of the ‘Walk in the Woods’ festival and a further walk in July 
as part of a Summer Fun Day for Friends of the Hermitage Stream, where we had a stand.  We 
also accepted the offer of a stand at the ‘Planning for Biodiversity’ talk by Hampshire & Isle of 
Wight Wildlife Trust, hosted by Friends of the Earth in November. 
 

 

Measuring a yew tree in St Mary’s churchyard, 
Hayling Island.  Photo: Judy Valentine 

 
Eric Walker (Hayling Island TW) has been 
particularly active and, under his guidance, we 
have surveyed all the trees in St Mary’s 
Churchyard and in other locations on Hayling 
Island.  The trees around Long Copse Lane, 
Emsworth, where a housing development is 
planned, have also been surveyed.  The results 
of tree surveys have been entered on Treezilla.   
 
Eric has been liaising with both Hampshire 
County Council and Havant Borough Council to 
identify and map the trees for which those 
authorities are responsible and trees with TPOs 
and has revised and reissued a self-guided walk 
booklet on the ‘Trees in Hayling Park’. 
 

 
We have held two informal gatherings, primarily for tree wardens on Hayling Island, where 
identification of trees from winter twigs was an entertaining and educational feature. 
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Planning 

We have commented on planning applications for large housing developments (such as Forty 
Acres and Long Copse Lane), in some cases objecting to the proposals where negative impacts on 
significant trees will be caused. 
 
As a group, we regularly review and comment on planning applications affecting trees or where 
work on TPO trees is requested and considered excessive or unnecessary.  
 
Malinda Griffin was invited by the Borough’s Arboriculturist to contribute to the new Tree Strategy 
for the Borough.  She also submitted tree related comments on behalf of HBTWs on three Policies 
in the Pre-Submission Local Plan 2036 - (P8 - Development north of Long Copse Lane, E14 – 
Protected Species and E18 – Trees, Hedgerow & Woodland). 
 
 
Planting and Projects  

In May, Malinda organised a Hedgerow Surveying training day, led by Jon Stokes, Director of The 
Tree Council and Hedgelink.  In August, Malinda and Charles Robert surveyed the hedgerow in the 
Westfield Close field, and established it met the “Importance” tests set out in the Defra Hedgerow 
Regulations.  Jon Stokes confirmed the survey data, and supported the case for protection to 
Havant Borough Council Planning Department.  Also in August, Emsworth Tree Wardens began a 
five year local project surveying Ash Dieback, using the Tree Council Chalara Toolkit. 
 
In September, Malinda applied for free tree whips (TCV/OVO), and distributed them to local 
conservation groups (including Nore Barn Woods, Hampshire Farm Meadows and Peter Pond).  
 
We have helped other local conservation groups with work parties on tree-related tasks, including 
preparing ground and planting new hedging, planting whips to fill gaps in previous planting and 
removing invasive trees and shrubs from woodland.   
 
In November, Emsworth Tree Wardens led a Tree Seed Planting Afternoon with Year 6 pupils at 
Emsworth Primary School, using tree seeds collected from local woodlands earlier in the autumn. 
 
Brendan Gibb-Gray invited the Mayor of Havant 
to the March planting of six standard Oaks on 
Hampshire Farm Meadows.  These trees were 
jointly funded by Emsworth Tree Wardens and 
Havant Rotary. 
 
 

Right:  The Mayor of Havant planting an oak 
tree at Hampshire Farm Meadows.   
Photo:  Terry Smith 

 

 

 
Also in March, we planted 135 whips to fill gaps 
in hedges on the Hayling Billy Trail, weeded 
around the trees planted last year and mulched 
with wood chips.  Ten tree wardens were 
involved in four work parties for that task, 
clocking up a total of 64 hours. 
 
 
 
 
 
Left:  Havant Borough Tree Wardens planting a 
new hedge next to a field bordering the Hayling 
Billy Trail.  Photo: Judy Valentine 
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Malinda and Rob Foord have surveyed several very large trees for submission to the Ancient Tree 
Inventory. Several in the Long Copse Lane and Westwood Close area have now been verified as 
Veterans and are on the Inventory website.  They have also met twice with the Havant Civic 
Society for preliminary planning of a Havant Town Tree Trail, linked to the Havant Heritage Trail 
leaflets and intended as a joint HBTW/HCS project. 
 
Emsworth Tree Wardens have extensively improved and published their 5th edition of the 
Emsworth Tree Trail as a book. Brendan will host an official launch in June and there are plans to 
issue it as a web book. 
 
 
Malinda Griffin represented us at the National Tree Warden Co-ordinators’ Conference in 
Birmingham in July to which she invited Terry as an observer.  We were represented by Terry, Eric 
and Judy at the South East Tree Warden Forum at Laughton, East Sussex in October.  Our Co-
ordinator, Malinda Griffin, has been elected as the Deputy Regional Representative for the South 
Central region on the Tree Council’s Tree Warden Pilot Advisory Group. 
 
Overall, this has been a successful year for the network; more people are aware of the work of 
Tree Wardens and the existence of the Havant Borough network.  Most importantly, people are 
taking a greater interest in trees and their contribution to our lives, and in their local trees in 
particular.  We look forward to building on these gains, continuing to raise our profile, and to 
carrying out more practical work in the coming year. 
 
 
The following people have served on the Committee during the period. 

Terry Smith  Chairman   1st May 2018   to      31st March 2019 
Malinda Griffin  Co-ordinator   1st May 2018   to      31st March 2019 
Peter Wallbank Treasurer   23rd June 2018  to      31st March 2019 
Eric Walker  Committee Member  3rd December 2018  to      31st March 2019 
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