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The Ancient Tree Inventory Needs Us 

Take a closer look at the trees you pass 
from now on – there are many ‘Ancient’ 
and slightly younger ‘Veteran’ trees in our 
local parks, hedgerows and cemeteries, 
and they are worthy of recording on the 
on-line Ancient Tree Inventory, jointly 
sponsored by The Ancient Tree Forum 
and the Woodland Trust.     
 
Whether truly Ancient or Veteran they are 
hugely interesting biologically, culturally 
and aesthetically, but many of these highly 
individual survivors have already been 
felled to make room for developments, 
intensive agriculture or for insurance 
reasons. 
 
Currently, there are 160,000 recorded 
nationally, but only 19 of them are in 
our borough! 

 
 
Gnarled, twisted, full of dead wood and holes, 
this Ancient Oak is a biodiversity treasure trove. 
 
Photo:  Ancient Tree Forum 
 

 
Of those on record, many are in Staunton Country Park, a few in north Waterlooville, and just 
three Yews in the south of the borough.  And of these, not one is also recorded as important to 
bats, or invertebrates, or fungi or plant forms such as mistletoe.  
 
Can this picture be accurate, or are most of our Borough’s special trees, and the important 
habitats they provide, simply left unrecorded? 
 
We can fill the gaps to ensure our special trees are identified, and get the special care and 
protection they need to continue to impress and delight with their gnarled, bent, hollow and 
knobbly appearance. 
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Ancient sweet chestnut. 
 
Photo:  Ancient Tree Forum 

 
Though the real age of a tree is hard to 
determine, these Ancient and Veteran trees 
will have three key features: a wide, squat 
trunk showing distortions and hollowing.  In 
an Ancient tree this is because it has passed 
beyond full maturity, and the crown begins to 
shed redundant parts and accumulate dead 
wood. 
 
As the tree continues to age, the decaying 
wood attracts fungi, and, as more hollowing 
and cavities occur, a complex colonisation of 
different insects and animals develops when 
the tree can be regarded as more than a 
habitat, but a veritable ecosystem. 

 
Species is crucial; an Oak is deemed to be ancient at 400 years old, but a Birch at only 150 
years; a Field Maple at 300 years and a Yew at 800 years old.  Their past history will also be 
recorded in their appearance; pollarding, coppicing, strong prevailing winds will all create an 
unusual, unique appearance the longer a tree lives. 
 
A Veteran tree is probably younger than an Ancient, and can be thought of as a battle-scarred 
survivor.  Its age is shown preserved in characteristics due to natural damage or management 
such as coppicing, so they will often have multiple trunks and idiosyncratic growth because of 
that damage. 
 

 

 
 
Veteran hedge trees that were last coppiced 
decades ago.  Both Field Maples are under 
threat from development. 
 
Photos:  Malinda Griffin 

 
The Ancient Tree Forum offers this rough rule of thumb for oak which can be adapted for other 
species 

♦ Trees with a diameter at breast height of more than 1.0m (girth 3.2m) are potentially 
interesting. 

♦ Trees with a diameter of more than 1.5m (girth 4.7m) are valuable in terms of 
conservation. 

♦ Trees with a diameter of more than 2.0m (girth 6.25m) are truly ancient  
(p.13 Veteran Trees: A guide to good management.) 
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Once you have location, girth and species, it’s easy to submit your records and photos on-line. 
See the quick guide at:  
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/how-to-record/recording-guide/how-to-record-a-quick-guide/  
 
They will be verified by the expert team who will tell you whether you have recorded an Ancient 
or a Veteran Tree.  
 

The stages in the life of an ancient tree 

 
 
Extract from 'The Tree Ageing Process' Neville Fay 1997 (with permission) 

 
There are two additional categories included on the Ancient Tree Forum’s national map;  these 
are Heritage and Notable Trees: 
 
The term Heritage is applied to trees that are part of national history and culture, such as 
the 1,000 year old hollow Major Oak in Sherwood Forest linked with Robin Hood, or the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs’ Tree in Dorset, protest meeting place of the first trade unionists in the 
1830’s. 
 
Notable designates trees that are locally significant…..so what do we have hidden in 
Havant Borough? 
 
 
Malinda Griffin 
 
 
Saved from the Chainsaw 

 

An application was made to fell a copper 
beech and two lime trees (all subject to a 
TPO) at Khandala Gardens, Crookhorn.  The 
trees have previously been reduced.   

15 objections were submitted, mainly from 
neighbours who enjoyed looking at the trees 
and the wildlife they attracted.  The 
application was refused.   
 
Photo:  Terry Smith 

 
 
2019 Calendar 

It is not too late to take some photos for the 2019 calendar.  If you have any that would be 
suitable, would you please send them to Eric Walker eric.walker377@gmail.com by Sunday 
16th September.  Images need to be landscape pdfs, ideally not less than 2MB.   

Calendars are expected to be available by the end of October and will be £5 including an 
envelope.  If you would like them posted to you, please add £1.35 for postage and packing.   

Please let us know your requirements by e-mail by Friday 21st September so that we can place 
the order.  Payment should be made into our bank account at the time of ordering, using your 
name as the reference.   
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Progress with Ash Dieback Monitoring 

At the June National Coordinators’ Conference in Birmingham, The Tree Council put out a call 
for as many Tree Wardens as possible to help monitor the health of the Ash trees around them. 
 
A set of guidance was provided, with an Ash Health Monitoring template, an explanation of what 
the monitoring programme sets out to achieve, and explanation of how Richie Cotterill 
(Herefordshire Tree Warden Network) developed the technique we are asked to follow. 
 
 It is extremely easy to use: 
 
Simply select a number of Ash trees that you can photograph: 

♦ at the same time of year (when trees are in summer leaf) 
♦ at the same time of day 
♦ preferably with the same weather conditions (all blue sky or all grey sky) 
♦ preferably with an uncluttered background e.g. sky 
♦ illuminated rather than shaded out or back-lit – e.g. not facing south at mid-day 

 
In Emsworth, Yvonne Copeland and I between us have recorded twelve local Ash trees, in 
varying states of states of health.  Sadly, trees we inspected were not doing as well as we had 
assumed during daily journeys past them.  At least three showed distinct signs of disease, 
including dieback of extremities and whole branches, and one showed deep lesions in its trunk. 
 

 

Ash tree showing dieback in its branches 
 
Photos:  Malinda Griffin 

 

          Lesions in Raywood Ash tree bark 

 
And yet other Ash trees, although in close proximity, looked to be in full health, with full 
canopies and sound bark.  
 
Chalara infection was first recorded in our area in 2014, and is already leading to the felling of 
trees in Stansted Park, and nearby at the Dell Piece East, Horndean roundabout.  A journey 
from Rowlands Castle towards Emsworth along the Horndean Road makes the spread of 
diseased trees clear. 
 
If you’d like to record the health of Ash Trees in your area ask Malinda for the Ash Health 
Monitoring pack. You can also report Chalara on the Forestry Commission Tree Alert site noted 
below.  
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Chalara (Hymenoscyphus fraxineus) – infections confirmed in the Wider Environment as at 2nd July 2018 

 

Chalara Map from Forestry Commission website 

Dark Blue - infections confirmed in 2012 
Dark Red  - infections confirmed in 2018 

 
 
What is Chalara? 

Chalara dieback of ash is a serious disease of ash trees caused by a fungus which was 
previously called Chalara fraxinea, now known as Hymenoscyphus fraxineus. The disease 
causes leaf loss and crown dieback in affected trees and is usually fatal. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sI7hgFZ-4g       Steve Scott, Area Director for the Forestry 
Commission shows how to spot the tell-tale signs of Ash Dieback. 
 
Download the Forestry Commission picture guide (pdf,0.3MB) 
https://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/Symptoms_guide_Chalara_dieback_of_ash_2012.pdf/$FILE/Sy
mptoms_guide_Chalara_dieback_of_ash_2012.pdf 
 
Where can I find out more? 

For more information on Chalara dieback of ash please see the Chalara pages of the Forestry 
Commission website.  https://forestry.gov.uk/chalara 
 
How do I report Chalara? 

We would encourage all members of the public to report the disease in new (unshaded) areas. 
If you suspect you have found a new infection, please report it using Tree Alert on the Forestry 
Commission website.  https://treealert.forestry.gov.uk/ 
 
 
Malinda Griffin 
 
 
Christmas Cards 

We are considering having packs of Christmas cards printed to help raise funds for the network. 
If you would be interested in ordering some or you have any thoughts on designs, pricing, 
where to get them printed or anything else, please let us know. 
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Tree Care 

The Tree Council's annual Tree Care Campaign runs from March to September and highlights 
the need for better care for all trees in order to ensure their survival and increase the number 
reaching maturity.  The campaign was launched in 1999 to urge anyone who has planted trees 
in the past five years to revisit them and carry out a few simple tree care tasks, such as clearing 
weeds, mulching and checking ties. These actions can save young trees from dying and allow 
them to develop into mature trees that enhance our urban and rural landscape, provide shade, 
help to mitigate the effects of climate change and support biodiversity. 
 

Fruiting hedge maintenance by PAWARA Environment Group in Purbrook during August. 
 
Photos:  Terry Smith 
 
 

Seed Gathering Season - Sunday 23rd September to Tuesday 23rd October 2018 

 

 

Rowan berries 
 
Photo:  Terry Smith 

 
The Tree Council has been organising Seed 
Gathering Season since 1998.  The annual 
campaign to inspire everyone to gather 
seeds, fruits and nuts and grow the trees of 
the future is particularly aimed at involving 
children, to start growing the next generation 
of tree enthusiasts.  The festival starts each 
year on the autumn equinox, considered to 
be the first day of autumn, and continues for 
a month. 
 
Growing trees from local seed can have 
great benefits in restocking areas with trees 
of local provenance. Trees that have adapted 
to local conditions are more likely to flourish 
and help restore, conserve and beautify local 
urban and rural spaces. 
 
At a time when trees are being ravaged by 
newly imported pests and diseases, one 
important factor for the survival of some 
species is diversity of stock.  Growing seeds 
from healthy local UK trees on home soil is 
one of the best ways of ensuring there will be 
strong saplings to plant where gaps appear.  
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Seed Collecting 

Only collect seeds from trees that are growing well and obviously suited to local conditions.  
When ripe, seeds should be picked from the tree or gathered from the ground.  The first seeds 
to fall from a tree are often of poor quality and should be avoided.  Seeds are an important 
source of food for wildlife, so always leave some.  Place seeds in a paper or cloth bag; plastic 
bags may cause seeds to sweat and become mouldy, which will reduce the chances of 
germination.  Keep seeds from different species separate and label them.   
 
Seed Preparation 

Cones can be placed in a paper bag and left for a few days to dry out naturally, avoiding direct 
heat.  The cones will open and release the seeds which are ready to be sown.  Other seeds 
need to be extracted from the fruit, cleaned and stratified for the winter to increase the chance 
of germination.  Most tree seeds need to be exposed to the cold of at least one winter before 
they start growing.  Stratification is a technique that aims to mimic this natural process.  A 
typical stratification mixture is one part potting compost to one part coarse material such as bark 
chips, sand or grit.  Equal amounts of the mixture and seeds are combined and placed in a pot 
with drainage holes which is then covered to prevent birds or animals from eating the seeds and 
left outside or in a cool outbuilding.  The mixture must be kept moist. 

In the spring, empty the pot, remove any seeds that have germinated and sow them.  Remove 
any seeds that have rotted and replace the remainder in the stratification mixture.  Check 
weekly to see if any others have germinated.  Some seeds may need two winters. 
 
Seed Growing 

Small seeds, such as birch or alder, should be sown on the surface of the compost or soil and 
covered with a thin layer of sharp sand.  It is best to sow several small seeds in a container and 
then thin out to leave the strongest seedlings.  Larger seeds are usually sown individually and 
covered to a depth of about one and a half times their length.  If sown in pots, ensure there are 
drainage holes to prevent water logging and water regularly, especially during dry weather. 
 
With acknowledgement to ‘The Hedge Tree Handbook’ published by The Tree Council. 
 
 
Hayling Update – Eric Walker 

Notable last month was the map and list of street trees on Hayling Island received from 
Hampshire County Council.  They are so good that I have asked for those in Havant and 
Emsworth, so when the holidays are over I am hoping to get them.  With that data and the TPO 
data from East Hants, an informed start can be made on Long Copse Lane, Emsworth. 
 
 
A look at the planning application for the 
development at Sinah Lane, Hayling by 
Barratts showed what an experienced 
developer can do.  However, the use of 
landscaping submissions from Malmesbury 
leads to questions about the selection and 
survivability of the plants within 110m of the 
sea in Langstone Harbour.  This is closer to 
the sea than their previous development on 
Hayling.  The other aspect of this 
development and its landscaping plan is the 
missing long-term plan to maintain the street 
plants over the life of the houses, say 120 
years. Will Hampshire County Council pick 
up this tab? 
 

 

The struggle to survive on Langstone beach, 
Hayling Island. 

Photo:  Eric Walker 
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Measuring a yew tree in St Mary’s churchyard, 
Hayling Island. 
 
Photo:  Judy Valentine 

 
The inputting of tree data to Treezilla away 
from Google maps coverage has yet to be 
resolved. I'm hoping find a way ahead for that 
and the CAVAT data shortly.  
 
For the tree data, by mid-August I was 
looking at four methods of measuring tree 
height. With hundreds of trees to be 
measured on Hayling and probably 
thousands in Havant, getting a resolution of a 
few centimetres was time-consuming and so 
was set on one side. With a not too 
expensive Clinometer, a compromise has 
been reached, with a lower resolution of 
measurement, easy skill acquisition and 
quick measurement time, putting the task in a 
reasonable timeframe.   
 
All this is probably old hat to you, but to me 
real progress. 
 

 
 
Diary Dates 
 
Seed Gathering Season 
Sunday 23rd September – Tuesday 23rd October 
The Tree Council’s annual campaign to inspire everyone to gather seeds, fruits and nuts and 
grow the trees of the future.  Please see the article in this issue. 
 
 
October 
 
Saturday 6th October - South East Regional Tree Warden Forum 
hosted by East Sussex Tree Wardens. 
 
Laughton Village Hall 
Church Lane, 
Laughton, Lewes 
BN8 6AH 
 
9.30am – 4.30pm 
 
In the afternoon we will visit Vert Woods, 171 acres of mixed woodland managed as a social 
enterprise and working woodland that benefits both the local community and ecology. 
 
£15 per person includes lunch, tea and coffee. 
Booking essential.  This is a popular event, so don’t delay. 
Please let us know if you would like to share a car or can offer a lift. 
 
 
New Members 

Robert Foord   –  Havant 
Judy Valentine  –  Hayling Island  
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Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be 
appreciated.  If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who 
is so that credit can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high 
resolution images.  The ideal image size is 500KB or less. 

Deadline for next issue:  23rd September 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please 
send an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a 
membership fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or 
the running of the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a 
member, please request a membership application form by e-mail to 
hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


