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Malinda and I attended the National Tree Warden Co-ordinators’ Conference in Birmingham on 
28th June (see separate report).  We had an opportunity to speak to Sara Lom, the new Chief 
Executive of the Tree Council, who has experience in the charity sector and, particularly, in fund 
raising and is keen to raise the profile of both The Tree Council and Tree Wardens. 

On the journey we saw the various stages of ash dieback in different areas with some trees 
looking perfectly healthy contrasting with strips of trees in full decline.  More on ash dieback 
later in this issue. 

Driving through the more affluent suburbs of Birmingham we saw some impressive specimens, 
including Silver Lime and Raywood Ash, which were new to me, and three monkey puzzles in 
different front gardens.  One was tall with a massive trunk and a natural shape  but so close to 
the house you could almost lean out of the window and touch it, another had such a severe 
crown lift that it looked like an umbrella while the third had part of the side nearest to the house 
removed which spoiled the shape.  In a narrow pavement outside commercial buildings we saw 
a line of London Plane while in residential streets there were rows of limes.  All had the 
branches removed so that they looked like totem poles.  They reminded me of The Tree 
Council’s principle of ‘More trees, of the right kind, in the right places’. 

Terry Smith  
  
 
Mayoral Tree Planting on Hayling Island  

 

 
 
This flowering cherry was planted in the north-
east corner of Hayling Park on 27th April by 
the Mayor of Havant. 
 
Each year the Havant Mayor plants a tree on 
Hayling.  This tradition dates back to the first 
mayor who was from Hayling.  The planting 
was organised by George Fulcher and the 
digging and preparation was done by Andrew 
Skeet and his colleagues from Norse.  
 
Photo:  Eric Walker 
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National Tree Warden Co-ordinators’ Conference 

The Keynote Speaker was Professor Alan Simson, a Chartered Landscape Architect and Urban 
Forester from Leeds Beckett University, who spoke about ‘next practice’ rather than ‘best 
practice’.  A key point was that, worldwide, 60% of the expected urban area by 2030 has not yet 
been built.  That suggests large numbers of trees will need to be incorporated into urban 
settings to compensate for those lost and urban forestry will need to be taken more seriously.  A 
‘Species Selection for Urban Architecture’ booklet will be launched soon. 
 
Presentations were given by: 
 

♦ Jon Stokes, The Tree Council’s Director of Rural Programmes, on The Origins of Tree 
Wardening.  The Tree Wardens were launched in 1990 and the scheme will be 30 years 
old in 2020.  How should that milestone be celebrated?  I suggested ‘Plant Plenty in 
2020’.  I was sitting next to Sara when I said it, so you may see that slogan again. 

 

♦ Frances Jannaway, who relaunched the HBTW network in 2006, spoke about the Suffolk 
Tree Warden network.  Six District Councils had been reduced to three.  There were 185 
parishes organised into 11 areas with Area Co-ordinators.  Regular meetings were 
arranged in the form of walks in the woods, picnics and other tree-related events.  The 
network had received a Heritage Lottery Fund grant to plant trees as replacements for 
those lost to ash dieback.   

 

♦ Ian McDermott talked about the multi-cultural spread of Tree Wardens in the West 
Midlands with a wider age range than most networks, including teenagers.  Ian, a trained 
arborist, had been giving training to various groups twice a month for three years and 
emphasised the need for Tree Wardens to be seen by Tree Officers as professional.  
There was a lack of engagement in several areas; some networks no longer existed and 
some were not represented at the conference.  The more active and stronger networks 
have strong Co-ordinators. 

 

♦ Jon Stokes and Sara Lom on The Present and Future of Tree Wardening.   
Although The Tree Council had been active and has a high profile within government 
circles, particularly, Defra, The Tree Council and Tree Wardens are not well-known 
generally.  The Tree Council will appoint two new senior people in September, including 
a Head of Communications.   

The focus for the future would be on Inspiration, Proliferation and Conservation and we 
can expect to hear more over the coming months. 

The Tree Council wants to establish tree trails for historic and heritage trees and 
commemorative trees. 

There are a number of threats to trees.  The most serious threat at present is Ash 
dieback (see separate article) and that is expected to be joined soon by the Emerald 
Ash Borer beetle.   
 

 

 
Emerald ash borer adult feeding on ash leaf (laboratory image) 
 
Photo:  Leah Bauer, USDA Forest Service Northern Research 
Station, Bugwood.org  
 

 
(As at May 2018 the Emerald Ash Borer is found in 33 states of the USA and three provinces of 
Canada where hundreds of millions of ash trees have been killed by the larvae which feed on 
the inner bark of ash trees, disrupting the tree's ability to transport water and nutrients.  The 
beetle was discovered near Detroit, Michigan in the summer of 2002 and probably arrived in the 
United States on solid wood packing material originating in its native Asia and carried in cargo 
ships or aircraft.   
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The Emerald Ash Borer was recorded in the Moscow area in 2007, has become established in 
surrounding broadleaved woodlands and is spreading towards other European countries.) 
 
 
We did not have an opportunity to walk around a woodland or arboretum and, instead, 
delegates were split into discussion groups to consider three questions. 
 
1.  At NATIONAL level, would an Advisory Group consisting of Co-ordinators and Tree 

Wardens be beneficial? 
If yes,  

♦ What would it require to set up? 

♦ How would it look? 
 
If not an Advisory Group at a National Level, 

♦ Is there another structure you’d suggest to help run the networks across the UK 
more cohesively? 

What are the pros and cons of having an advisory Group? 
 
2.  There are various different models for running Tree Warden Networks at a LOCAL level (with 

or without Local Authority support). 

♦ What are these models? 

♦ How can a group be successful with the varying degrees of Local Authority 
involvement? 

 
3.  Would a NATIONAL online forum help connect Co-ordinators and Tree Wardens across the 

UK to share experiences, knowledge and opportunities, or do you have ideas for 
alternatives? 

 
What other resources would be helpful for Co-ordinators/Tree Wardens? 

 
 
From the initial feedback it was clear that many tree warden networks had been adversely 
affected by local authority cutbacks.  A common theme was that more training was required and 
Regional Co-ordinators were suggested.  The comments will be reviewed and analysed by The 
Tree Council and will be made available. 
 
 
The Herefordshire Tree Warden Network had been piloting an Ash Health Monitoring scheme.  
A selection of trees had been photographed at intervals to document the decline in canopy 
cover.  Three of the fifteen trees monitored had fallen down due to honey fungus infestation of 
trees weakened by ash dieback.  Google maps could be used to share photos and files are 
exportable to other mapping systems.  The monitoring form and guidance notes will be made 
available and it was hoped that other networks would monitor ash health using the same 
procedures to give a clearer picture across the country.  Sycamore, Oak, Walnut and Black 
Poplar are considered suitable replacements for Ash because they have a similar bark. 
 
A leaflet on the ‘Health Benefits to Humans from Trees’ has been printed and this is the start of 
a bigger kit.  The resource section of the Tree Council website will be expanded. 
 
The final session was an open discussion and the first topic considered was how to attract more 
volunteers, especially the younger generation.   
 
John Fleetwood from Broadlands, Norwich had encouraged a teaching assistant from a local 
school to become a tree warden and eight children aged 8 – 10 from a local school spent one 
morning a month working around the school, helping older people with their gardens and 
helping to plant a hedge along an ancient wood.  They were able to measure trees and spot ash 
die-back.  They had also written to the local council pointing out that veteran trees become 
ancient trees, but not if they are cut down.  The council took notice and refused permission for 
some oak trees to be cut down to make way for a housing development. 
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Walsall had 500 Junior Tree Wardens who collected tree seeds for growing and transplanting.  
A Junior Ranger scheme covering a variety of environmental projects was oversubscribed. 
 
It was generally thought that it was easy to engage primary school children while secondary 
school children were more difficult.  One possibility was the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
which includes a volunteering section. 
 
Trees could be used to demonstrate seasonality as required by the National Curriculum at 
stages 1, 2 and 3. 
 
Funding Opportunities: 

♦ 2,400 copies of a ‘Trees in Surrey’ book had been printed and sold with a £1,800 grant 
from councillors. 

♦ Some County Tree Warden Networks charged an annual subscription of £25 to 
parishes. 

♦ Cotswold Tree Wardens issued a magazine tree times a year and charged six 
advertisers £50 pa. 

♦ There was a record grant of £50,000 from HLF to buy an ancient wood in Hampshire. 

♦ A similar grant had been received for urban tree planting in Plymouth. 

There was a need for five year plans instead of funding on a project-by-project basis. 
 
We left feeling positive that Tree Wardens would receive more support from The Tree Council 
than has been the case over the last couple of years. 
 
Terry Smith 
 
 
Calendar 

It has been suggested that Havant Borough Tree Wardens produce a calendar for 2019.  The 
calendar would be A4 with one month to a page and would allow us to add significant dates and 
campaigns, such as Walk in the Woods festival, Seed Gathering, National Tree Week, etc. 
 
The calendar with an envelope is expected to sell for £5 and would be available at the end of 
September / early October. 
 
Do we have enough suitable photographs of trees and tree-related subjects of a high enough 
quality taken in the Borough of Havant?  If you have any suitable photographs, please send 
them in.  It’s not too early to start taking seasonal photos for the following year or for the 
newsletter. 
 
Would there be sufficient demand to make the calendar worthwhile?  The minimum quantity 
would be fifty.  It could be the answer for all those awkward people you don’t know what to buy 
for Christmas.  Please let us know if you would be interested in buying a calendar and, if so, 
how many.  This does not need to be a firm order, but we need an indication of numbers to 
determine whether the idea is viable. 
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Woodland Glade Community Project at Bosmere School 

A proposal by Postcode Publications is under consideration to preserve and enhance mature 
woodland in South Street, Havant by a structured landscaping scheme designed by Jennie 
Leadbeater of the Martin Critchley practice in Havant.  The proposal will be funded by Postcode 
Publications and supported by land owners Hampshire County Council and Kathryn Robinson, 
Head Teacher of Bosmere School.  
 
This woodland area appeared to have been neglected over the years, so the decision was 
taken to manage it and create a children’s learning trail there. The Glade will provide a much 
enhanced public view of the west side of South Street and develop an area in which school 
children can enjoy and learn from planting and the seasons as species flower in turn to provide 
constant change.  The Glade will also provide planned habitat provision for appropriate species, 
as advised by local experts.   
 
The exact plans are still under preparation following a study and report commissioned by 
Postcode Publications and carried out by Arboriculture Consultant Bernie Harverson. This 
followed consultation with Jamie Garget, the tree officer at Havant Borough Council, who will 
provide guidance for trees protected by Tree Preservation Orders. 
 
Eventually, with all necessary consents and safeguards in place, Michael Reed is expected to 
carry out tree works and a landscape contractor, under the architect’s supervision, will create 
the trail with extensive seasonal planting and tree replacement.  HCC approved plans will be 
made available before submission of a planning application.  
 
If you have any questions, ideas that could add to the value of this project or you would like to 
be further involved, perhaps becoming a warden to help manage the land on behalf of Bosmere 
School, please contact David Guest at editor@postcodepublications.com 
 
 

 
 
Trees at Bosmere School in South Street, Havant 
 
Photo:  Terry Smith 
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Branch News - Emsworth Tree Wardens 

Emsworth Tree Trail  

 
 
Red Horse Chestnut  
No 11 on the Emsworth Tree Trail 
 
Photo:  Malinda Griffin 

 
Like all the Wards in our diverse borough,  
Emsworth has its fair share of significant 
trees and, in 2008 under the leadership of 
Frances Jannaway, it was decided to 
record those in and around the town 
centre.  In due course we had sufficient 
data and information about the trees that a 
Trail booklet was published and sold in 
shops and cafes around the town.  This 
was successful and a reasonable number 
were sold for £1 each, adding much 
needed funds to our coffers.  The booklet 
was revised slightly in 2010 and again sold 
well.   
 
The Emsworth group are currently 
conducting a further revision and hope this 
will also be available for sale.  On a 
glorious Saturday morning early in May, 
members of the Emsworth group began 
this task by reviewing the trees in the 
central area and bringing the text in the 
booklet up-to-date. So far, we are delighted 
to say that the original trees featured are 
doing well with none dying or the victim of 
the axe! 
 
We hope with this revision to split the trees 
into small groups, ideal in the education of 
children and for residents to get to know 
the names of trees and come to treasure 
those in their community. 
 
Brendan Gibb-Gray  
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Hayling Island 

 
This last month I have been supporting the 
Hampshire Ranger and Hayling Coastal 
Conservation Group on a couple of occasions 
at Sandy Point as they deal with the gorse to 
get it into grassland or pasture for the cows.  
My principle activity has been getting the 
booklet ‘Trees in Hayling Park’ together.  It is 
now in the proof reading stage and a printer 
has been approached for costs. 
 
The other activity was to prepare all 90 tree 
survey documents for the hedge surveying on 
Hayling. Then the first hedge surveys on the 
Hayling Billy Trail were completed, where I 
was joined by Terry Smith and a new 
volunteer, Judy, who is from Hayling.  Making 
clean copies showed up weaknesses in the 
document pack that need to be corrected. 
Only 88 more surveys to be done and for that 
a lot more effort is required to get landowner 
permissions.  
 
Help will be needed for the surveys and an 
essential element is measuring tree 
characteristics which really should not be too 
onerous. 
 
 

 
 
Golden Rain tree in Hayling Park. 
 
Photo:  Terry Smith 

I received my copy of the Tree Warden Handbook Part 15, Treezilla, which made me very 
excited; not one tree recorded on Hayling Island, so there is another challenge.  My comment 
about the National Tree Map was that it did not record all the trees there are, so here is another 
opportunity. 
 
Eric Walker  
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Two easy ways to be a Tree Champion 
 
1. Look out for damage caused by the careless use of machinery close to trees. 

Strimmers and grass mowers can accidentally cut into the bark of the main trunk or remove 
sections of bark by banging into the tree.  Though bark can heal, a bad case of ring-barking 
(removing the bark from all around the trunk) or repeated damage can either kill the tree outright 
or make it susceptible to infections that will stunt or kill it slowly (see photos on next page). 
 
A tree’s bark is the essential outer covering of a tree and protects it in many ways.  It helps the 
tree to conserve water, wards off the worst of weather extremes whether scorching sun or 
drying winds and defends it from attack by disease, animals and insects.  The living tissue that 
transports water and the soluble organic compounds made during photosynthesis are in the 
innermost layer of the bark.  Unnecessary damage to that essential bark layer can be heart-
breaking after all the hard work needed to plant and nurture young trees. 
 
If you come across cases around the Borough, please make a note of the location, date and 
species (a photo would help), and send to either Malinda or Terry. We will then be able to take it 
up, and get something done. 
 
 
2. Watch out for young trees struggling with the current drought. 

For the first couple of growing seasons, newly planted trees use a lot of energy getting their 
roots established. As a result, they have a difficult time dealing with heat and drought.  
 
Watch out for young trees that haven’t been mulched with wood chips and are beginning to 
show signs of stress (wilting or browning leaves). 
 
Could you help keep the soil around the tree moist?  Perhaps a small group of neighbours could 
share the job? 
 
Avoiding the heat of the day, water the soil under the tree’s canopy (not just immediately around 
the trunk) with about 5 gallons (22 litres) every other day to keep the soil moist.  If the soil is 
hard, apply the water in stages, giving it time to soak in. 
 
You can check the water is not just on the surface and has soaked into the soil by gently 
digging a small hole to a depth of 2 inches, taking care not to damage the roots. The soil at the 
bottom of the hole should be moist to allow the tree to survive. 
 
Please report these trees, with their location, to Terry or Malinda, in case official water bowser 
visits can be arranged. 
 
Malinda Griffin 
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Repeated strimmer damage has effectively 
ring-barked and killed this tree. 
 

 
 
The neighbouring tree has sustained serious 
repeated strimmer damage, but is still alive. 
 
 

 
 
The third tree has also suffered repeated 
strimmer damage, but otherwise appears 
healthy. 
 
 

 
 
The three hornbeams are next to each other 
and this photo shows the second tree is much 
smaller than its neighbour with less damage. 
 

Photos:  Terry Smith 
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Ash Dieback Alert 

 
 
This group of ash trees is on the Asda 
roundabout at Havant.  Individually the trees 
are not significant, but together they form an 
attractive landscape feature. 

Photo:  Terry Smith 

 
 
Ash Dieback threatens 95% of all European 
ash trees and has already killed or severely 
damaged a quarter in southern Sweden and 
destroyed more than 80% of young ash trees 
in Norway. However, in its native Asia, where 
the Chalara fungus is widespread, it is 
harmless to Asian ash species.  It is certain to 
be spreading through our Borough’s ash trees 
already, we just don’t know to what extent. 
 
Caused by a fungus that spreads through the 
branches of an ash, the disease attacks the 
tree’s vascular system, and starves it of water.  
 

 
A useful Forestry Commission video published in Nov 2012 shows the diagnostic signs of the 
disease as it progresses through a tree https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8sI7hgFZ-4g 

♦ Dark brown or orange lesions on wilting ash leaves are the first sign of disease.  

♦ Then lesions of dead cells appear on shoots, causing them to go purplish-brown 

♦ Diamond-shaped lesions appear on the trunk, spreading out from side branches and 
stems. 

♦ Finally, the crown of the tree dies back in successive stages.  
 
The fungus either kills the tree, or weakens it so it succumbs to other pests or pathogens (such 
as Honey Fungus).  The result is likely to be the loss of millions of the UK’s ash trees, leading to 
a devastating thinning of our town treescapes and woodlands. 
 
 
What can we do? 

 
Herefordshire Tree Wardens, together with the 
Tree Council, have trialled and developed an 
Ash Dieback Protocol. 
 
They need input and help from as many Tree 
Warden groups as possible to monitor how 
fast the disease affects individual trees across 
the UK by recording the impact on a tree’s 
canopy through four stages of decline. 
 
It’s a simple job.  Find local ash trees that you 
can photograph from the same position at 
successive points in the year to show impacts 
on the canopy. You’ll be given guidelines and 
a recording form on which to feed your results 
back to the Tree Council. 

 
 
This Raywood Ash on the outskirts of 
Chichester is a cultivar of the Caucasian Ash 
and has yellow-pink leaves in the autumn. 

Photo:  Terry Smith 
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Please contact Malinda on 01243 373531 or hbctreewardens@gmail.com if you can help to 
provide the information it will take to find a long-term solution. 
 
This will probably include:  

♦ maintaining as much genetic diversity in ash trees as possible with the aim of ensuring 
the presence of ash in the long term; and  

♦ minimising impacts on associated species and wider biodiversity. 
 
Malinda Griffin 
 
 
Planning Application – Forty Acres Farm, Farlington 

Barratt David Wilson Homes have submitted a planning application for the erection of 320 
dwellings (including a 30% provision of affordable homes), 66 bed care home, provision of 
public open space, habitat mitigation zone, allotments, closure of existing access and creation 
of 2 new access points and associated infrastructure following demolition of existing buildings 
on land at Forty Acres Farm, Havant Road, Havant 
 
There are 293 documents relating to this application, including 66 objections from residents and 
organisations across the borough. Some of the objections refer to a petition signed by almost 
4,000 people. 
 
The main comments are: 

♦ The application is premature and has been submitted ahead of the Examination in 
Public of the Council’s draft plan by a Government appointed inspector. 

♦ It is grade one agricultural land and we need more land to grow food, not less. 

♦ The site is not suitable because it is subject to flooding.  Development may cause 
flooding to nearby properties.  The ground will need to be raised which will cause 
overlooking. 

♦ There will be more traffic on already busy roads leading to road safety concerns. 

♦ Additional pressure on overloaded schools, doctors, dentists and hospital. 

♦ The mitigation arrangements for displaced Brent geese and waders are inadequate. 

♦ Little thought has been given to other wildlife using the area. 

♦ Trees are being removed and there is insufficient information on mitigation 
arrangements. 

♦ The application was rushed, there are too many documents to review, information is 
insufficient and out-of-date, insufficient time was allowed for comments, documents were 
difficult to access due to HBC system problems and some documents are not in a readily 
accessible format. 

 
The Arboricultural Assessment prepared by Barrell Tree Consultancy states that the trees on 
the proposed development site have been individually inspected and the removal of a number 
of trees can be justified on management grounds due to their poor condition. The removal of a 
relatively small number of additional trees is proposed to facilitate the development and none of 
those trees are considered to be of high value. Two distinct linear belts of existing trees will be 
retained  
 
It is unclear exactly how many trees will be removed.  Individual trees and groups of trees have 
been listed, but the number of trees in each group is not stated.  Neither is it clear how many 
trees will be planted in mitigation.  The Arboricultural Assessment and Method Statement notes 
in section 1.5 that "the final selection of species, sizes and location are flexible and open to 
amendment, as appropriate."  
 
HBTW submitted comments concentrating on tree aspects of the proposal. 
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The Landscape Architect for Havant Borough Council has commented that individual species 
are not sufficiently identified within the planting plan and they need to see the locations, number 
and densities of species.  The site is adjacent to as SINC and SSSI and all non-native species 
need to be omitted and replaced with UK native species.  More native trees are needed to help 
mitigate the visual impact of the site.  There is a lack of tree planting within the streetscape, 
there are a number of large areas of amenity grassland which has enough space to support 
trees. A number of areas propose specimen shrubs which could be used for legacy trees.  
Additional tree planting around some of the picnic benches is recommended to offer dappled 
shade and a place to shade from the sun.  
 

Several other consultees have said that insufficient information has been supplied or the 
information is out-of-date or flawed.   
 

The closing date for submissions was 19th June.  The documents can be found on the HBC 
planning portal at https://planningpublicaccess.havant.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=DCAPR_243510 
 

 

Part of the site is currently used for car boot 
sales. 

 

Railway at the southern end of the site. 

 

Existing line of trees to be retained.  Looking 
south from the Havant Road. 

 

The western section of the farm with existing 
houses to the right of the picture. 
 

 
Report and photos:  Terry Smith 
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Diary Dates - July 
 
Saturday 7th July - Portsmouth Community Gardens Open Day 

Community Gardens all over Portsmouth, including Hilsea Fruiting Hedge, will be open to 
visitors from 11.00am to 3.00pm to celebrate the city’s green urban spaces. 
This is a free opportunity to drop in and see what goes on, find out how to get involved and 
learn how to grow your own fruit and vegetables.  
 
See link for locations https://www.aboutmyarea.co.uk/Hampshire/Portsmouth/PO6/Whats-on-in-
Portsmouth/Exhibitions-and-Open-Days/316711-Portsmouths-Community-Gardens-Open-Day 
 
 
 
Tuesday 17th July – Bat Walk at Bushy Lease 
 
 
 
Free walk organised by Friends of the 
Hermitage Stream  
 
For more information and to book a place, 
contact Dee:  denise.tupper@ntlworld.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Saturday 28th July – Hermitage Summer Fun 
 

 

 
Friends of the Hermitage Stream would like 
assistance with setting up gazebos for their 
Summer Fun day.  The event runs from 
11.00am – 3.00pm.  Setting up starts at 
9.00am. 
 
Activities include raffle, tombola, face painting, 
stream dipping, bug hunt, hook a duck, ukulele 
band and school of dance.  There are also 
craft stalls, a barbecue and refreshments. 
 
Havant Borough Tree Wardens will be in 
the TCV gazebo.  Join us on a tree walk. 
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Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be 
appreciated.  If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who 
is so that credit can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high 
resolution images.  The ideal image size is 500KB or less. 
 
Deadline for next issue:  24th July  
 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please 
send an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a 
membership fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or 
the running of the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a 
member, please request a membership application form by e-mail to 
hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 


