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Emsworth Tree Trail book - Brendan Gibb-Gray 

The newly produced Emsworth Tree Trail book is 
selling well and it has become a talking point with 
residents and visitors alike with people commenting 
on its clear text, maps and stunning photographs.  It 
has been well supported by the local residents’ 
association and equally by Emsworth businesses, 
some of whom sponsored its production.  We are 
delighted with the interest shown in trees in the town 
and we have been asked to produce other trails 
around Emsworth.  The book has certainly achieved 
one of our objectives which is to heighten awareness 
of trees, both visually and environmentally.  The 
book has been offered free to our three schools and 
so far one has accepted 20 books to help with field 
trips and exploration by the children of the town.  We 
hope the other schools follow suit. 
  
The Mayor of Havant, Councillor Diana Patrick, will 
formally launch the book in the beautiful garden of 
the Driftwood Café on Tuesday 11th June in the 
presence of our sponsors, business people and local 
councillors.  We hope the publicity from this will help 
maintain our sales drive!  The book costs £3 and can be purchased from me 
brendan.gibbgray@talktalk.net or Bookends, Starrs the Butchers or The Spring Arts Centre in 
Havant.  The sales of the book should generate sufficient profits to fund our ambitious tree planting 
programme for the winter of 2019/20. 
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Tree Surveys in Havant and Hayling - Eric Walker  

With the past month being so dry, tree surveying on Hayling Island has been 
productive, though only in two hour stints.  That is quite enough for the tree 
data to be transcribed onto a permanent record at one time. Most of the data 
has been put on Treezilla. 
https://www.treezilla.org/treezilla/map/ 
 
The Hampshire County Council tree data for Havant has now 
been edited ready to go on Treezilla.  There are about 10,000 
trees on the list.  In the last ten years, 2008 to 2018, about 1,400 
trees were planted in the Borough by Hampshire County 
Council.   

Some Hayling tree data is already on the Treezilla website.  So 
far, we have 1,248 trees recorded in Hayling.  These are mainly 
street trees but also include Legion Field and St Mary’s 
Cemetery.  These trees remove 305,661 kg of carbon dioxide 
per annum and filter 9,648,257 litres of storm water per year. 

The screen shot shows the Hayling Trees (shown as green dots) on Treezilla. 
  
 
Interesting Facts about Ash Die Back - Eric Walker  

There are about 900 ash trees on the Street Tree list for Havant and it is now thought they will all 
succumb to ash dieback. There are other ash trees in the parks, schools and gardens where the 
public safety aspects need to be addressed.  The early signs of the disease are easy to detect at 
this time of year and Treezilla is one way to record the trees now, but when they are felled they will 
need to be deleted.  A number of County Councils, e.g. Devon, Herefordshire and Kent, have a 
strategy to plant up to three replacement trees when a large ash has to go. 
 
 
Honey Fungus on Ash - Terry Smith  

On a recent walk with The Ramblers in the Southwick Estate, we saw this ash tree stump with 
large bracket/honey fungus. The tree had succumbed to ash dieback and fell across the footpath 
last winter. A fresher example of the fungus was on a nearby log. This is just outside of Havant 
Borough, but interesting and the first example I have seen. 
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Butcher’s Broom - Eric Walker  

I thought Butchers Broom is an ancient woodland indicator plant.  Well it is, but 
what a surprise to find it on three sites on Hayling, where it is growing very well 
and two of them are in a roadside verge.  Having said that, there is one site 
where an over enthusiastic Norse grass cutter has wiped it out.  The question 
is, 'How do we protect it?'  It is not a hedge or tree where a TPO could be 
applied.  When I first came across Butchers Broom, I was told that it used to be 
used by butchers to clean their meat chopping block.  However, I was surprised 
the other day to find it did not have leaves!  Another indicator of ancient 
woodland, I understand, is pendulous sedge. I have only seen it in the woods        

                               or maybe a garden, but is it elsewhere? 
 

First Aid 

The Tree Wardens now has two trained first aiders, Polly Mitchell and Judy Valentine.  Judy 
recently attended a free course provided by TCV.  
 

The Charter for Trees, Woods and People 

Created by 70 plus organisations working together with the Woodland Trust, The Charter for Trees, 
Woods and People celebrates the 800th anniversary of The Charter of the Forest, which was set 
up to complement clauses in the Magna Carta and referenced the forests of the land, and re-
established the rights of the people using them, for grazing livestock, collecting firewood and food. 

This new Charter, ‘The Charter for Trees, Woods and People’, is relevant for people today by 
supporting a future in which trees and people stand strongly together and sets out how each can 
benefit the other.  https://treecharter.uk/ 
 

Tree Charter Day  

The last Saturday of November each year is Tree Charter Day and is a great way to start National 
Tree Week where the whole of UK society unites in celebrating the value and importance of trees 
and woods to people.  Communities, schools, organisations and individuals will be marking Tree 
Charter Day with activities and events that celebrate and reinvigorate the relationship between 
people and trees.  We hope we can organise an event for Havant to celebrate this. 
 

Disease in Holm Oak - Judy Valentine 
 

 

When walking by the Par 3 golf course on Hayling, I noticed all the Holm Oaks had a browning on 
the leaves.  Have you seen any occurrences?  Could it be a rust or Holm Oak leaf-mining moths? 
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Hi-5 Event Hayling  

Havant Borough Tree Wardens took part in the Hi-5 family fun day at Hayling College on 27th April 
2019.  Hi-5 was expertly organised by Lou Earp.  We were given Splat the Rat game to run and 
profits were shared 50/50 with the Hayling schools.  We only raised £10 but it gave us the 
opportunity to tell people about what we do.  Councillor Michael Wilson came to the stall and spoke 
with us. 
 
 
A Walk in the Woods (The Queen’s Inclosure) – Terry Smith 

On Friday 24th May, nine tree enthusiasts met Hugh Milner for a guided walk in The Queen’s 
Inclosure, Cowplain.  Hugh has forty years experience of forestry, gained with the Forestry 
Commission, and has prepared management plans for local woodlands. 
 
Roger Clooney, a local expert on the Forest of Bere, gave an introduction with a detailed history of 
the uses and ownership of the woodland.  The Queen’s Inclosure is described as a plantation on 
an ancient woodland site.  The woodland is owned by Forestry England, previously known as the 
Forestry Commission, and covers 40 hectares of mainly oak with some yew and small numbers of 
other species over London clay.  Oak performs well on heavy ground.  Around the oak are clumps 
of butcher’s broom which also likes heavy ground.  A number of other ancient woodland indicator 
species are present.  There are small areas of secondary woodland on the east and west edges.  
The habitat is classified in a 2001 biodiversity survey as semi-natural broadleaved woodland.  The 
survey report is available from the HBTW website.  
https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/files/2019/05/The-Queens-Inclosure-
SU69301050-61-0208-01-11-2001-Redacted-Version.pdf 
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The woodland is a remnant of the Forest of Bere and was a purlieu of the manor of Chalton.  There 
are various definitions of ‘purlieu’.  According to Roger, a purlieu is an area of forest with the right 
to take wood in lieu of grazing rights.  In 1324, 134 oaks were felled and carried to Portchester 
Castle without the permission of the landowner.  Damages of £95 were paid to the owner, John le 
Strange.  The manor of Chalton changed hands several times in the 16th and 17th centuries and in 
1647 it was conferred to Oliver Cromwell.  In 1661, after Cromwell’s death, ownership was restored 
to the Marquis of Worcester, a member of the Beaufort family.  The manor was purchased by 
Jervoise Clarke Jervoise, a Whig MP, in 1774.   
 
The oaks are tall and straight, suggesting they were planted close together and successively 
thinned.  Most oaks appear to be around 120 years old with a few around 200 years.  There are 
numerous oak stumps cut close to the ground to avoid wasting useful timber.  Hugh suggested 
these trees were felled during the Second World War, showing the durability of the heartwood; the 
size of the trees around the stumps appears to confirm that.  Birch has taken advantage of the 
Second World War felling.  Sessile and pedunculate oaks are said to have been planted in 
Nelson’s era.  Both are native species although only sessile oak is an ancient woodland indicator.   
 
Several oaks have a ‘stag’s head’ appearance with dead branches at the top of the tree while the 
tree otherwise appears healthy, indicating a problem with the roots.  There were a large number of 
dead or dying yew trees with a small amount of yew regeneration.  Several yews had been blown 
over, possibly in the October 1987 storm, and had branches growing vertically from the fallen 
trunks.   
 
The oak was last thinned out 18 years ago, leaving gaps in the canopy which allowed other 
species to take advantage of the light.  Other tree species included hazel which had been 
coppiced, although not for some years, willow, ash, hawthorn, birch, small numbers of sweet 
chestnut (a few very large) and some wild cherry.  There was one area of sycamore with a range of 
ages, perhaps up to 40 or 50 years.  Most ash showed signs of dieback and one large ash had 
already been felled and left at the side of a path. 
 

 
 
Patches of honeysuckle, together with the large areas of hazel, are a good habitat for dormice 
which use the honeysuckle bark for lining nests.  However, the biodiversity survey showed no 
indication of the presence of small mammals and suggested that was due to domestic cats.   
 
Chiff chaffs, blue tits and robins were heard throughout the walk.  During a subsequent visit, long-
tailed tits, several families of young blue tits, great tits and a great spotted woodpecker were seen, 
along with the more common robins, wood pigeon and numerous blackbirds picking over the leaf 
litter.  A larger brown bird could be glimpsed flying away through the tree canopy, most likely a 
buzzard. 
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Climate Emergency 

The Tree Council has welcomed the latest report published on 2nd May by the Committee on 
Climate Change.  For further details read the Tree Council’s full response on their website.   
https://www.treecouncil.org.uk/Press-News/Tree-Council-responds-to-Climate-Change-Committee-
report 
 
Havant Climate Alliance 

In Havant we are supporting the Havant Climate Alliance petition to 
Havant Borough Council to declare a climate emergency.  Havant 
Climate Alliance is a coalition of local residents, community groups 
and businesses.  
 
The Ancient Tree Inventory (ATI) and how to record our Ancient and Veteran Trees  
- Malinda Griffin  

Ancient trees are among the oldest 
and most complex organisms on the 
planet – together with Veteran trees, 
they are wonders of nature that give 
biological continuity above and below 
the ground, including a vast and 
irreplaceable range (often invisible) of 
biodiversity. 

In recognition of the huge biodiversity 
contributions made by 
Ancient/Veteran trees, besides their 
historical, community and aesthetic 
importance, the Woodland Trust and 
the Ancient Tree Forum created the 
Ancient Tree Inventory (ATI).  This is 
a Citizen Science mapping site on 
which anyone can record the details 
of potential Ancient or Veteran trees. 
https://ati.woodlandtrust.org.uk/ 
 
Hunt for your Ancient & Veteran trees 
Key characteristics: 

Ancient Trees  
Extreme age, producing short, squat trunks often hollowed out, and with large girth measurement.  
Spreading branches, evidence of dead wood either in the tree or on the ground. Retrenchment – 
when the crown of a mature tree begins to reduce in response to its roots’ reduced capacity to 
supply enough water and nutrients; this gives a sparse upper crown with protruding dead or barely 
leafed branches like stag’s antlers. 

Veteran Trees  
Also show traits such as hollowing and dead wood, and idiosyncratic twisting trunk profile, but in a 
slightly younger tree and as a result of environmental events (e.g. coppicing, wind damage 
allowing decay fungus to create rot holes). 
 
Anyone can enter records on the website. The records are verified by a qualified ATI verifier and 
the record can then be used to protect the trees and ensure any work to them will be to extend its 
life as long as possible. 

The quality of information on the Ancient Tree Inventory has already been tested.  In the recent 
‘Cheltenham Oaks case’, the Woodland Trust ‘Trees under Threat Team’ were successful against 
Julian Forbes-Laird, Arboricultural Consultant (he is also a member of the Expert Witness Institute) 
and 20 veteran oaks were protected when a proposed housing development was rejected. 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/press-centre/2019/04/veteran-trees-saved/  
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Diary Dates 

Friday 7th June  10.30am  Tree Surveying in Havant Cemetery   
Meet at Eastern Road entrance. 
Please contact Eric Walker 07717 855340 nearer the date to check details. 

Monday 10th June  7.00pm - 9.00pm  Havant Borough Tree Wardens AGM  
in the Community Room at Tesco Extra, Solent Road, Havant PO9 1TR.  

Tuesday 11th June  Emsworth Tree Trail Book launch at Driftwood Café, Emsworth 
INVITATION ONLY.  The Mayor of Havant, Councillor Diana Patrick, will formally launch the book 
in the beautiful garden of the Driftwood Cafe in the presence of sponsors, business people and 
local councillors. 

Saturday 15th June  10.30am - 3.30pm   
HBTW Stall at Havant & District Horticultural Society’s Summer Gardening Event 
St Faith's Church Hall (The Pallant Centre), Havant, PO9 1BE  Setting up from 8.30am. 

Saturday 15th June  1.00pm - 3.00pm  Greening Westbourne Community Orchard 
Hampshire Farm Meadows, Skylark Avenue, Emsworth PO10 7GE 
Celebrate the completion of the community orchard (including new picnic tables) with Greening 
Westbourne, people who have sponsored trees and all others interested in joining them.  Bring an 
apple-based dish or drink. Includes the launch of the project to document the growth of the orchard 
using regular photographs from fixed points.  

Saturday 6th July  2.00pm - 5.00pm  HBTW Stall at Bedhampton Show.   
Bidbury Mead Recreation Ground, Bedhampton PO9 3JG   
 

Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images.  The 
ideal image size is 500KB or less. 

Please also let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see 
included. 

Deadline for next issue:  28th June 2019 
 

Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 

Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 

Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 


