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With the Easter and the early May bank holiday behind us, we 
can look forward to the Spring Bank holiday on the 27th May. 
Oak Apple Day 29th May (see below) is not a holiday this 
year.  Many of the trees are looking glorious, particularly the 
oak.  In early May the Duke of Argyll’s Teaplant was in flower 
in Havant. 
Well into the bird nesting season, many trees have been felled 
on Hayling and no doubt elsewhere in Havant. When a house 
has been bought the new owners seem to have the need to 
remove all the trees back to the boundary of their property. 
Most of the ash which hung onto their keys through last winter 
are showing little sign of life this year; we will see later if they 
are affected by ash dieback. Generally people are not aware 
of the change to the treescape that Dieback is having, right 
now. 
The chainsaws have been busy in April irrespective of the 
bird-nesting season. I wonder how many related prosecutions 
there have been. 
 

 

Tree works in one corner of 
Hayling in April 2019, 

all within 300m of each other 

 

 

 

The Duke of Argyll’s 
Teaplant Tree 
Photo: Terry Smith 
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A Norwegian Maple "Crimson King" in 
Hayling Park. 
 
The label "9" was attached by George 
Fulcher when preparing the first 
edition of the booklet "Trees in Hayling 
Park". 
 
Last year it was fine, but it is suffering 
now, from what, not grass-mowing 
tractors, surely?  
 

Early in April, the Hayling group went on a couple of occasions, tidying up of the hedge saplings 
planted earlier this year. The tree surveying for Treezilla and ash dieback, this month included 
Legion Field, Mengham Park and Sinah Lane.  Every time we are surveying, people come out to 
defend their trees and are interested in the Tree Wardens.  We intend to write a leaflet to hand out 
on these occasions.  There are several ash trees in Hayling Park that are late coming out this year, 
one in particular is very sick and on a public footpath, creating safety issues.  The others are in a 
quiet corner of the park only visited by dog walkers. The highlight of the month was Hi-5, the five 
schools Family Fun Day, where we had a very successful stand and the ever popular 'Splat the 
Rat' game.  
 
Woodland Trust have reminded us about maintaining the hedge saplings we planted along the 
Hayling Billy Trail.  We planted over 300 last year and 130 this year.  The mulching for this year’s 
planting went very well. The weeding is to be re-done in June and, if necessary, further mulching is 
to be done shortly afterwards. 
 
The Friends of Havant Cemeteries are compiling a booklet of trees in the cemeteries at Eastern 
Road / New Lane as part of a Heritage Lottery Fund project.  The main part of the project, new 
gates and a bench for the Dissenters’ section and additional information boards, has been 
completed.  The intention is to prepare a similar publication to the Trees in Hayling Park booklet.  
The identification of trees in the HBC section and plotting locations on a map is almost complete.  
The St Faith’s and Dissenters’ sections have yet to be visited. 
 
 
Nore Barn Wood (Emsworth) has been very 
quiet recently.  The Blackthorn hedge, having a 
length of about 30m, located on the SW 
boundary of Nore Barn, which was planted last 
November is greening up well, but needs some 
rain and some weeding.  
 
Roy Ewing 

 
Photo: Roy Ewing 
 

 
 
Emsworth Tree Trail Booklet - Brendan Gibb-Gray 

Emsworth Tree Wardens have been really busy having launched their latest Tree Trail booklet 
which is on sale at £3 per copy.  It describes walks around Emsworth town centre which are 
suitable for all abilities and the book is especially geared to encouraging children to become 
interested in trees and their relationship with buildings and people.  A booklet of walks was first 
produced in 2006 and now the latest edition is quite a grand affair with easy to read text and 
brilliant photographs of trees and views around the town.   
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The total cost of printing was just over £1,800 which was supported by Havant Borough Council, 
the Emsworth Residents’ Association, Friends of the Earth and local businesses.  It is worth noting 
too that many of the small band of ETWs helped fund the project from their own pockets.  Our 
particular thanks to Murielle and Frederic Kempf for their expert contributions to the design and 
editing.  We have begun selling the book and we are receiving positive feedback and being asked 
to do something similar for other parts of Emsworth! 
 

 

 
Hampshire County Council have instructed the removal 
of the beech tree (see left) growing on the highway verge 
between numbers 53 and 56 Place Crescent, 
Waterlooville PO7 5UP.   They have been monitoring this 
tree for several years and consider that the basal and 
lower stem has now reached an extent where this tree is 
considered no longer viable for safe retention in the 
public highway.  As this is an established beech tree they 
do not consider that a crown reduction would be 
beneficial or aid the longer-term retention of the tree.  
Bearing this in mind they consider that removal, with a 
replacement tree to be planted in this winter’s planting 
season, is the most appropriate response.  The tree 
should be removed by their contractors in the next 4 - 6 
weeks.  
 
Photo: Terry Smith 

 

Havant Borough Natural Environment Survey Results & Report is now available from the 
Havant Friends of the Earth website http://www.havantfoe.org.uk/presentations/ 
 
As part of the survey, respondents were asked what steps would make Havant Borough greener. 
How quickly things get out-of-date, the section "ABOUT TREES AND HEDGES" does not mention 
ash dieback, which has arrived in Havant, or the spread of sweet chestnut blight now said to be in 
West Sussex. 
 

Mayoral Tree Planting in Hayling Park 

On Wednesday 10th April the Mayor of Havant, Peter Wade, was invited to plant a disease-
resistant flowering cherry tree (Prunus avium Plena) in Hayling Park by George Fulcher who retired 
as a Hayling Island Tree Warden in 2017.  The annual tradition of planting an ash tree in Legion 
Field was started in 1974 by Councillor John Derben, a Hayling Island Councillor and the first 
Mayor of Havant Borough.  Planting was moved from Legion Field six years ago as the threat of 
chalara (ash dieback) loomed and different species of trees are now planted in Hayling Park 
instead. 

 

George Fulcher inviting the Mayor to plant the 
tree.  Photo: Terry Smith 

 

The Mayor in action. 
Photo:  Judy Valentine 
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The tree planting was organised by Bill Biggs of 
Hayling Growing Together.  The hard work was 
done by Andrew Skeet and his colleague from 
Norse South East who supplied the tree.  
Afterwards refreshments were provided in  
the ‘T @ the Park’ Café.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left:  The newly-planted flowering cherry tree 
(Prunus avium Plena).  Photo: Terry Smith 

 
 
Oak Apples - Terry Smith 

Oak apple is the common name for a large, round gall that looks a little like an apple, found on 
many species of oak.  The adult female gall wasp lays single eggs in developing leaf buds.  The 
wasp larva secretes chemicals that modify the oak bud into a gall, which provides a food source for 
the lava and protects it until it undergoes metamorphosis into an adult.  If an oak apple is cut open, 
the white ‘seed’ found in the centre is a hard capsule around the wasp grub.  Oak apples vary in 
colour from brown, yellow, or green to pink or red, or a combination of colours, as shown in the 
photos. 

 

These oak apples were seen near Dell Quay, 
south of Chichester, in April. 

Photos: Terry Smith  
 
 
Oak marble galls are more common and are frequently called oak apples, but are smaller, brown, 
round, hard and smooth   Other galls found on oak trees include the oak artichoke gall and the 
acorn cup gall, each with its own distinctive form.  
 
Restoration Day, more commonly known as Oak Apple Day or Royal Oak Day, was an English 
public holiday, observed annually on 29th May, the birthday of King Charles II, to commemorate 
the restoration of the English monarchy in May 1660.  The public holiday was abolished in 1859, 
but is still celebrated in some parts of the country and observed as Founder's Day by the Royal 
Hospital Chelsea, which was founded by Charles II in 1681.  
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Traditional celebrations involved the wearing of oak apples or sprigs of oak leaves, a reference to 
Charles II escaping the Roundhead army by hiding in an oak tree near Boscobel House after the 
Battle of Worcester in 1651.  Anyone who failed to wear a sprig of oak risked being pelted with 
birds’ eggs, thrashed with nettles or pinched, hence the alternative names of ‘Oak and Nettle Day’ 
or ‘Pinch-bum Day’; similarly, it was known as ‘Bumping Day’ in Essex.  In parts of England where 
oak-apples are known as shick-shacks, the day is also referred to as ‘Shick-Shack Day’. 
 
 
Coppice Working - A Local Heritage Asset - Malinda Griffin 

In April, Malinda Griffin and Rob Foord visited The Slip, a fragment of woodland between the Spire 
Hospital and Havant Crematorium.  It is still being worked in much the same way as woodland in 
this area has been for centuries.  
 
Phil Clayton (the tenant Coppicer) explained that The Slip borders the Barton’s Copse Ancient 
Woodland, and is separated from it by a long ditch and bank populated by ancient yew trees.  This 
is the visible remains of an ancient track way from Rowlands Castle to Whichers Gate, and it 
marked the Anglo-Saxon boundary between common pasture and extensive woodland harvested 
for produce such as fencing and fuel for the Rowlands Castle kilns. 
 
Phil manages the Sweet Chestnut in The Slip in the way developed over hundreds of years. 
Coppice is an extremely sustainable management style; it harnesses the extreme vigour in the root 
system and trunk stump (‘stool’) left after cutting to produce fast-growing timber without the need to 
replant felled trees.  There are some coppices (in the UK) which have been managed for 800 years 
without significant decline in vigour and growth. 
 
 
He still cuts the woodland during the winter in the 
traditional rotational system that creates the material 
for sweet chestnut poles, posts and stakes, and hazel 
woven hurdles, bean poles and pea sticks. 
 
All sorts of other items can be commissioned from 
him; during our visit Rob and I were shown the wood 
to be used in the Friends of Emsworth Community 
Health garden to create the new Pergola. 
 
You can become inspired by the range of creative 
projects on Phil’s website: 
http://www.hampshirechestnut.co.uk/products.html 
 
 

 
 
His coppice work also creates a diverse habitat for wildlife; when coppice is cut, the light and 
warmth reaching the woodland floor stimulates the growth of dormant plants such as bluebell and 
foxglove, attracting bees, butterflies, birds and small mammals. As the re-growth matures, light will 
be blocked out but is available in other more recently cut areas - creatures will move along to thrive 
there. Phil also leaves some standard trees to grow naturally to extend the species supported.  
Phil’s work is not only an example of Living Heritage, but a vital woodland craft to sustain local 
wildlife. 
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Diary Dates 
 
Wednesday 22nd May 2019 - Storms, Floods, Heat-waves – Can Petersfield Cope? 
Petersfield Society Community Forum 
7.00pm for 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
Herne Farm Leisure Centre, Rundles, Moggs Mead, Petersfield GU31 4PJ 

This Community Forum will look at how heat and flooding can be mitigated by green infrastructure, 
and by maximising the contribution of our natural environment. 
Visit http://www.petersfieldsociety.org.uk/ for more information. 
 
Friday 24th May – Ancient Woodland Walk – The Queen's Inclosure, Cowplain 
10.00am – 12.00/12.30pm   
The walk will be led by an experienced forester who will highlight ancient woodland indicators and 
characteristics.  Parking on Park Lane, Cowplain, PO8 8AB 
Meet at the barrier into the wood about 100m down Park Lane from the A3. 
 
Monday 27th May - Walk in the Woods - Johnston’s Coppice – Crookhorn, Waterlooville 
10.00am – 11.30/12.00pm  
Join us for a walk in Johnston’s Coppice, a Hampshire County Council nature reserve, to celebrate 
The Tree Council’s ‘Walk in the Woods’ festival. 
Meet in the gateway next to the bus stop in Purbrook Way PO7 8BE (opposite College Road).  
Parking is available in the B&Q car park (Purbrook Way PO9 3QJ). 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images.  The 
ideal image size is 500KB or less. 

Please also let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see 
included. 

Deadline for next issue:  29th May 2019 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 


