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Our New Website is Live! 

Our new website was launched this week.  It is being added to and will become the primary source 
of information for Havant Borough Tree Wardens. 

We have included background information on who we are and what we do, our programme of 
activities, news updates, a summary of The Tree Council’s activities, links to other conservation 
organisations and useful information such as weekly lists of planning applications. 

If you have missed earlier issues of ‘About Trees’, you will be able to download them from the site. 
 
Please have a look at the site and tell us what you think.  Let us know what else would be useful. 
https://groups.tcv.org.uk/havantboroughtreewardens/ 

 

 
 

 



About Trees 2 of 8 April 2019 
 

Hayling Update - Eric Walker 

The hedge plants arrived three weeks earlier than expected and with this early spring and storage 
space at a premium, the action was to get them in quickly. Fortunately Martin Jewell, the HCC 
Countryside Ranger, had a preparation day in February so we knew where they were going. There 
were only 135 plants this year compared with the 350 last year, so getting them in was going to be 
easy, well that was until the wind gusted up to 65mph on one of the planting days. But get them in, 
we did. Then the mulching was done with well matured wood chippings donated by Skyfell Tree 
Specialists. 
 
Only seven years after it was officially identified in the UK, ash 
dieback is having an impact on the country’s treescape. Some 
ash may be resistant to the fungus, but the expectation is that 
over 90% of the 2 billion ash trees across the UK are likely to be 
infected and die in the next few years. Only 38% of the local 
authorities have a strategy and do nothing is not an option. 
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pestsanddiseases . 
 
The map was a 2014 prediction for 2018. But ash dieback is 
already affecting many trees on Hayling Island. A good example 
is in the north-west corner of Hayling Community Park where a 
large ash shed some of its smaller branches (100mm, 4in 
diameter) in March. 
 
Hampshire County Council have given us a list of the street trees 
in the Borough from which we can see there are several hundred 
ash trees around and there are six varieties of ash. 
 

 
 

 

Also in March, an elm in the park was knocked over by 
the wind. In this picture taken last summer it is the middle 
one, looking very sad. Low down on the right is an elm re-
growing from an old root. The tree to the left of the sick 
one is also an elm, but it’s fine. 
 
During March, Treezilla did a bulk load of street trees for 
us and report there are now 1,150 Hayling trees on the 
site. Since then Judy has put on a further 48 trees in 
Legion Field, many of which are ash. Twelve sweet 
chestnut trees on the village green at North Crescent, 
Hayling have also been entered on Treezilla. 

 
The input to Treezilla enables the calculation of the ecosystem services for the trees. As part of the 
living ecosystem around us, trees provide various ‘services’ to humans. These services include: 
cleaning pollutants from the air, reducing storm water flows that can overwhelm the urban drainage 
system, ameliorating the climate in urban areas, so saving energy costs of cooling buildings in 
summer and heating buildings in winter. Trees also take the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide from 
the atmosphere and produce the oxygen we need to breathe. On a larger (landscape) scale, intact 
forests can help with water storage and reduce pollution from soil erosion. Trees can also create a 
sense of well-being; people like being in areas of green space with trees and property values are 
higher in areas with trees compared to similar areas without trees.  
 
It is possible to calculate a monetary value for each of these 'ecosystem services'. The numbers 
are based on a huge amount of scientific research and detailed measurements of trees over many 
years, but they can still vary widely depending on various economic assumptions. We will continue 
collect the ash dieback data onto Treezilla, starting within the next few months, and we will also 
submit the information to ash dieback data collection sites. 
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Hedge Planting on the Hayling Billy Trail 

We had four work parties during March to plant a mixture of native species whips in gaps and 
weed around some of the trees planted last year.  We were pleased to see new elm growth along 
the hedge line as well as some larger elm trees.  Ten volunteers worked a total of 64 hours on the 
task which included bagging up and transporting wood chips. 
 

 

Clearing the ground ready for planting. 

 

Weeding around the trees planted last year. 

 

Planting whips with canes and protectors. 

 
 

 

Mulching around the trees with wood chips. 

 

After mulching. 
 
Photos:  Terry Smith 
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Where Our Oak Trees Went 
 

TO TIMBER MERCHANTS, SHIP BUILDERS AND OTHERS. 

318 good OAK TREES, with Lop, Top, and Bark, standing on the Lower Park Estate, 
Bedhampton, within a few miles of Emsworth Wharfs. TO be SOLD by AUCTION, by Mr. King, 
on Friday the 20th of April, 1838, at two o’clock in the afternoon, at the Golden Lion, 
Bedhampton, in Three Lots (subject to such Conditions of Sale as shall there be produced):- 

Lot 1.  118 good OAK TREES, standing in Nevil’s Park, numbered with a rase from 1 to 118 
inclusive. 
Lot 2  81 good OAK TREES, standing in Nevil’s Park, numbered with a rase from 1 to 81 
inclusive. 
Lot 3  119 good OAK TREES, standing in Nevil’s Park, numbered with a rase from 82 to 200 
inclusive. 

N.B. – The whole of the trees are hammered J.S., of lengths and quality, well calculated for 
plank and cleaving. 
For a view apply to Mr. John Colebrook, the Baliff, Lower Park Farm; or of Mr. Peter Osmond, 
Bedhampton, of whom particulars may be known.   

                                                     Hampshire Telegraph, 16 April 1838 

With thanks to Ralph Cousins 
 
Neville’s Park is indicated with a red marker on the map. 

 

The unwooded area between the A3(M) and Hulbert Road is subject to a development proposal for 
120 apartments for private rental and some plots for self-build dwellings, with access from Hulbert 
Road.  The application has not yet been submitted. 



About Trees 5 of 8 April 2019 
 

 
This is the site where a large quantity of fly-tipping was reported in October last year.  The problem 
was discovered after a fire on the site.  The Environment Agency described it as ‘the worst case of 
fly-tipping in the south’ and launched a criminal investigation.  Members of the public were asked to 
help catch the criminals by identifying some of the items dumped.   
 
The Developer’s consultants have said that no trees will be removed from within the proposed 
development area or the wooded SINC areas that include TPO trees to the north and south of the 
site.  However, the proposal requires Hulbert Road to be widened to allow an additional lane for 
traffic travelling south to enter the site.  That would require the removal of mature trees from the 
side of Hulbert Road.  The Council had considered the site too remote for a residential 
development and it is not included in the draft local plan. 
 
 
Developers Net Hedging to Aid Removal 

Housing developers have been putting netting over trees and hedgerows to prevent birds from 
nesting prior to construction work.  In some cases the nets are in place even before planning 
permission is granted.  Developers can then remove hedges during the nesting season and avoid 
delays in the development process.  Although it is an offence to destroy an active nest, there are 
no laws to prevent the installation of nets to stop birds nesting in the first place.  There are legal 
responsibilities such as fitting the netting properly and checking it regularly to make sure birds and 
other wildlife that may rely on hedgerow habitat are not trapped.  Installing this type of netting on 
construction sites is not new and, although its use appears to be more widespread than previously, 
there are no reliable records to determine whether the practice is on the rise.   
 
According to The Home Builders’ Federation (HBF), the industry is committed to bio-diversity, 
proactively acting to protect birds and providing a net increase in the number of trees.  It claims 
house builders planted about nine million trees and shrubs last year, making the industry one of 
the nation's biggest providers of new trees.  
 

 

Dense hedge between two fields at Forty Acres 
Farm, Bedhampton.  An application has been 
submitted to erect 320 dwellings, a 66 bed care 
home and other facilities on this site. 

Hedgelink (a partnership of national 
organisations interested in hedgerows) 
recommends that any hedgerow removed 
through development should be replaced with at 
least like-for-like and hedgerows in good 
condition need to be replaced by two or three 
times the length of the hedge removed. They 
would like to see this approach adopted in 
planning guidance.  
 
The Department for Environment, Food & Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA) says it wants developments to 
‘enhance our natural environment’ and has 
announced plans to require developers to 
deliver a ‘biodiversity net gain’. 
 
Natural England, which is sponsored by DEFRA 
does not regulate the use of netting on trees, 
but says alternatives to netting, such as scaring 
off birds or restricting access to food sources, 
can be useful management tools to guide 
animals away from particular areas.  Natural 
England’s standing advice for development 
affecting birds states that preventing nesting 
should only be used outside the breeding 
season, and that replacement habitat should be 
provided.  
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The RSPB says the UK has lost more than 40 million birds in the past 50 years and wants the 
Government to not just ask planners and developers to think about whether it is necessary to 
remove the trees and hedgerows that are vital to support wildlife, but to ensure that developers 
replace what they remove.  It estimates that 25 million people across the country regularly feed 
birds in their gardens.  This helps to explain why there has been a public outcry against the netting 
of hedges. 
 
The practice of netting hedgerows has received widespread publicity in recent weeks with the story 
being reported by the BBC, The Guardian, The Telegraph and local newspapers.  Presenters 
including Jeremy Vine and Chris Packham have condemned the practice, a campaign has been 
started asking people to send photographs of netting to their local authority, including the 
#NestingNotNets hashtag, with details of the location and a petition has been set up on the 
Parliament website to “Make 'netting' hedgerows to prevent birds from nesting a criminal offence”.  
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/244233 
 
All petitions run for six months and this petition has received over 200,000 signatures since 18th 
March.  The Government will respond to petitions receiving 10,000 signatures and those receiving 
100,000 signatures will be considered for debate in parliament.   
 
Hedgerows have been rapidly disappearing from the British Countryside through agricultural 
intensification since the Second World War when they were a barrier to the bigger machinery and 
larger field sizes required by modern farming methods.  5,000 miles of hedgerows a year were 
removed between 1945 and 1963 and it is estimated that between 1984 and 1990 the length of 
hedgerows in Great Britain was reduced by 23%, with a further 15% decline in hedgerow length to 
312,500 miles between 1984 and 2007. 
 
The campaign to stop netting has highlighted the number of hedgerows currently being removed.   
However, there are wider concerns about the neglect and poor management that is causing our 
hedgerows to slowly disappear.  The length of ‘managed’ hedgerows decreased by 6.2% in Great 
Britain between 1998 and 2007 with a large proportion of these turning into lines of trees or 
remnants of hedges, which are of much poorer ecological value.  In 2007 less than half of 
managed hedgerows were found to be in good condition, suggesting that, in spite of initiatives 
such as Countryside Stewardship, around 156,250 miles of hedgerows were suffering through poor 
hedgerow management.  
 
Hedgelink has produced a risk-based survey for DEFRA which has become the standard way of 
assessing the condition of a hedgerow. It describes a hedgerow as any boundary line of trees or 
shrubs over 20m long and less than 5m wide at the base, and where any gaps between the trees 
or shrub species are less that 20m wide.   
http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/89_hedgerow-survey-handbook.pdf 
 
The Hedgerow Management Cycle 
acknowledges two critical requirements: 
rejuvenation and incremental height increases. 
Plants will grow into simple lines of trees without 
rejuvenation from the base through hedge-
laying or coppicing.  Cutting a plant at the same 
height every year causes plant stress and 
thickening of the wood into calluses, yet this is 
still common practice.  Increasing the cut height 
by 2 inches allows shrubs to grow and when the 
hedge needs a trim, perhaps every 2 - 3 years, 
the cut is through 2 - 3 year old wood not 40 
year old stems.  

 

Hedgerow repeatedly cut at the same height 
showing gaps where trees have died. 

 
http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/cms/cms_content/files/78_hedgelink_a5_12pp_leaflet_7.pdf 
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Hedgerows are protected by the Hedgerow Regulations 1997 which require a landowner to notify a 
local authority before hedgerow removal or face a fine of £5,000. The local authority is required to 
notify the landowner if the hedgerow is Important and should be retained, based on a range of 
criteria.  A report by The Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) in 2010 showed that, while 
the regulations were protecting hedgerows, they should be simplified and include a requirement to 
protect locally distinctive hedgerows.  
 
Hedgelink is working with DEFRA to create a new Countryside Stewardship scheme that helps pay 
for hedgerow rejuvenation through hedge-laying, with payments based on the benefits they deliver.  
 
Visit the Hedgelink website for more information about hedgerows.  http://www.hedgelink.org.uk/ 
 
 

Seen along the footpath next to Mengham Junior School, Hayling Island 

 

Field Maples in remnants of old hedgerow.  

 

Bacterial Canker on ash. 
 
 

Diary Dates 

Wednesday 10th April – Tree Planting -  West Town Park, Station Road, Hayling PO11 0HB 
11.00am  The Mayor of Havant will continue the tradition of planting a tree in Hayling Park. 
Please advise Bill Biggs if you would like tea in the café afterwards wbiggs@btinternet.com 
 
Saturday 27th April - Hi-5 Family Fun Day – Hayling College 
11.00am – 4.00pm  The five schools on Hayling Island will come together to raise funds with a 
variety of activities and stalls. 
Hayling College, Church Road, Hayling Island, Hampshire PO11 0NU 
Come and meet us at the Havant Borough Tree Wardens gazebo. 
 
Monday 29th April – Monday 3rd June - Feast & Foraging Walks 
9.00am – 11.00am or 12.00pm – 2.00pm 
6 week course based at Staunton Country Park (week 3 in Nore Barn Woods, Emsworth) 
Participants need to be 55+.  This is part of the Get Up and Go! programme aimed at encouraging 
over 55s to become more active.  £5 per session or £30 for the full 6 weeks. 
https://www.getupandgohavant.com/events/feast-and-foraging-walks/ 
 
Friday 24th May – Ancient Woodland Walk – The Queen's Inclosure , Cowplain 
10.00am – 12.00/12.30pm   
The walk will be led by an experienced forester who will highlight ancient woodland indicators and 
characteristics.  Parking on Park Lane, Cowplain, PO8 8AB 
Meet at the barrier into the wood about 100m down Park Lane from the A3. 
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New Members 

Polly Mitchell   –  Hayling Island 
Lesley Berry  –  Hayling Island 
Dee Thomas-Ashley   –  Hayling Island 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images.  The 
ideal image size is 500KB or less. 

Please also let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see 
included. 

Deadline for next issue:  30th April 2019 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 
 


