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Hedge Planting at Hampshire Farm Meadow 

On a sunny morning at the end of February, Friends of Hampshire Farm Meadow continued the 
programme of planting to fill the gaps in hedging.  Nine volunteers including friends, residents and 
Havant Borough Tree Wardens planted a total of 150 whips; 50 each of hawthorn, dogwood and 
guelder rose. 
 

 

Neil demonstrating the planting method. 

 

Volunteers planting whips. 
 
 

  Tree Council Pilot Advisory Group Representatives Announced 

Malinda Griffin has been chosen in the Tree Council ballot for deputy regional representative for 
the South East. 
Malinda says she ‘is especially pleased to be working with Dick Walters (Lead Regional Rep). ‘He 
is an extremely knowledgeable and inspirational Tree Warden with years of experience setting up 
his own woodland (Priors Hill Copse) and co-ordinating the very active Eastleigh Tree Partnership.’ 
 
Dick Walters’ website can be found at http://www.growingnative.org.uk  
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Facebook, Twitter and Website 
 

 

The Facebook page and Twitter account were launched in February. Please head 
over and give the page a like https://www.facebook.com/HBTreeWardens/  

 

 

Our new Twitter name is @HavantTree https://twitter.com/HavantTree 

 
 
We are setting up a new website using the template provided as part of our TCV network 
membership.  If someone would like to take charge of the new website please let us know. 
 
 
The Tree Council has launched The Ash Die back Tool Kit 

 

The Toolkit is designed to assist Local Authorities and other regional or local agencies to prepare 
an Ash Dieback Action Plan (ADAP) to respond to the problems that the affected trees will create.  
The Tree Council says Tree Wardens are likely to play an important role in spotting early signs of 
the disease in their region and will be in touch with ways we can get involved. 
 
 
Ash Die back in Hayling 

Eric Walker is making preparations for the survey of Hayling Island ash trees including aspects of 
ash dieback disease. There are 92 ash trees located in 26 streets and many more in gardens, 
parks and footpaths. It is expected to start surveying the Ash trees when they are in full leaf and 
photographing them in July and August when the disease is showing through. It has been noted 
that diseased trees are holding on to their seed 'keys' through the winter, or is it they are unable to 
release them, holding on to life as long as they can? 
 
 
Havant Town Tree Trail by Rob Foord 

The Havant Town Tree Trail steering group met for the first time to scope out the purposes, 
possibilities and opportunities of such a trail. The idea had started as a presentation of the work of 
Havant Borough Tree Wardens to Havant Civic Society at the Wheelwrights Arms late last year by 
Malinda Griffin and Rob Foord. 
It was agreed that the project would be run jointly between the Civic Society and Tree Wardens 
and that the primary working purpose of the project would be “to raise awareness of the 
importance of trees to the Havant townscape”.  A secondary purpose would be to provide 
documentation of ‘significant' trees in the area, those notable for their type, appearance and 
historical placement. The trail would be of interest to residents, school children and visitors.  
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The initial trail would cover an area similar to the existing Havant Heritage Trail. Once established 
other trails and areas of interest would be considered. Both digital and printed formats would be 
produced with the digital version being hosted on the Civic Society website (at least initially). 
The production of such a trail is likely to be a considerable undertaking and the steering committee 
agreed that support would be sought from volunteers amongst both the membership of the Civic 
Society and the Tree Wardens. Those wishing to be involved with the development of a Tree Trail 
should contact the Tree Warden Coordinator hbctreewardens@gmail.com in the first instance. 
 

 

This beautiful Yew tree in St Faith’s Churchyard, Havant will feature in the Town Trail. 
 
 
Surveying Trees on Hayling - Report from Eric Walker  

We had one trip out this month to Signal Way, a new development completed by Barratts two 
years ago. The Ordnance Survey has not yet put these houses on their maps and without that 
Google can’t add it to their satellite view. At the time of writing Billy Road and Signal Way are still 
shown as fields.10 trees were surveyed and added to Treezilla. 9,139 kg of carbon dioxide are 
removed from the atmosphere each year by these trees.  

 

 

The 10 Trees of Billy Road and Signal Way as shown on Treezilla 
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It is interesting that every time we go out looking at trees, there is always someone who challenges 
us and when we explain what we are doing they are supportive. One such trip was to Garden 
Close, where there is a magnificent oak not only protected by a TPO but much admired by all the 
residents of this private road.  

 

A start has been made preparing the Hampshire County Council Street Tree data we have for 
entry into Treezilla, It turns out there are 64 varieties of tree totalling 960 trees on Hayling streets, 
but there are probably many times that in people’s gardens.  

The hedge trees for the Hayling Billy Trail are still scheduled to come in March. Exactly when is a 
mystery having been told not to expect them before the 22nd March, the most recent message was 
that they may come between the 1st and 15th of March!  So planting could be in March or early 
April.  

The Sandy Point Woodland actions are held for access permissions. Time has run out with the bird 
nesting season upon us so blue skies we could start in September. 
 

Veteran Trees added to Ancient Tree Inventory 

Malinda Griffin has been successful in her submission 
of three Oaks and two Field Maples to the Ancient 
Tree Inventory for Veteran status. The trees are in the 
field in Westwood Close, Emsworth PO10 7TH and 
can be viewed at  
The Woodland Trust website Ancient Tree Inventory   
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Emsworth Tree Wardens 

 

To complete the 2018/19 planting season, six 
fine Oaks were planted by Emsworth Tree 
Wardens in Hampshire Farm Meadow on 
Saturday 2nd March. It was a fine sunny 
morning, with the promise of afternoon rain to 
water in the young trees. The first spadeful was 
dug by the Mayor of Havant, Cllr Peter Wade.  
 
Havant Rotary kindly donated £200 for the 
purchase of English Oak trees to be planted on 
Hampshire Farm Meadow as part of their 
initiative to help the local natural environment. 
Emsworth Tree Wardens agreed to match this 
amount and the search began to source good 
quality trees from local nurseries.  

 
Oaks of about 3 metres in height cost around £150 which means only three trees could be 
purchased within the budget, but further research was carried out and the owner of Arundel 
Arboretum was able to supply 6 high quality English Oaks, but 2 metres in height. These trees as 
they develop will add significantly to the natural environment of the meadow. 
 
We checked with the arboriculturalist at Havant Borough Council who confirmed 2 metre Oaks 
would be suitable for planting on the Meadow. The Arboretum kindly deducted 20% of the cost as 
we are Tree Wardens. Arundel Arboretum has an extensive nursery with knowledgeable staff so if 
other groups or individuals are thinking of purchasing trees they are worth a visit.  
 
We are grateful to Havant Rotary, Havant Borough Council who supplied stakes etc and to Neil 
and Cathy Mant of the Friends of Hampshire Farm Meadow for organising the planting. 
 

   
 
 
Diary Dates 
 
Thursday 7th & Sunday 10th March - Hedge Planting - Hayling Billy Trail 

10:00am – 1.00pm  Station Theatre, Station Road, Hayling Island PO11 0EH 

Bus route 31 goes every 30 minutes from Havant to Hayling West Town, stopping outside the 
Station Theatre. 

Please contact Eric Walker eric.walker377@gmail.com  07717 855340 for more information. 
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Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images.  The 
ideal image size is 500KB or less. 

Please also let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see 
included. 

Deadline for next issue:  31st March 2019 
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 


