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Editorial 

There is always a first time and so it is with this guest editorial.  It is a good time, with the snow 
outside, to spend in the office chuntering on.  I've never done this before, so here goes.  
First to say material published in ‘About Trees’ represents the views of the contributors and should 
not, unless specifically stated, be assumed to be the policy of Havant Borough Tree Wardens or 
The Tree Council. 
 
Havant Borough Tree Wardens would like to welcome the new members, the word is getting 
around.  This is a good time to get involved as so many trees have been taken down this winter in 
the three categories - private gardens, in the streets and TPO trees.  
 
The Tree Council is working towards a Tree Warden Pilot Advisory Group. This will be a forum to 
explore and develop future activities to promote the TW presence and effectiveness nationally.  
There will be one member and a deputy for each of the regions and we are in South Central 
(Somerset, Berks, Wilts, Dorset, Hants & IoW). 
 
How about getting your friends interested in trees?  We can offer them an ECO valuation of their 
trees, in the summer of course. 
 
If you have any future concerns with regard to unauthorised tree felling, the link that you can use to 
check when/if permission has been granted via a planning application is 
https://planningpublicaccess.havant.gov.uk/online-applications/ 
 
Malinda Griffin is notified by Hampshire County Council of Street Trees they are proposing to fell. 
If it still seems there a problem, contact Kevin Peters via e-mail Kevin.Peters@havant.gov.uk or 
Tel 02392 446485 or Malinda Griffin hbctreewardens@gmail.com Tel 01243 373531. 
 
 
‘I Dig Trees’ in Havant by Malinda Griffin 

In the autumn I made an application to the TCV ‘I Dig Trees’ planting programme for free whips. 
 
This ambitious project aims to provide over 157,000 free trees around the UK, available to all 
community groups and volunteers wanting to make improvements to their local green spaces. 
 
It’s funded by OVO Energy as part of their Greener Energy tariff, and will help reduce CO2 
emissions, as well as giving a home to nature and healthy environments for people. 
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HBTW applied successfully for a variety of tree and hedging packs, and these little trees have 
been planted, or are due to be planted before early March: 
 
Blackthorn, Hazel, Field Maple and Guelder Rose have been planted in Nore Barn Wood to 
build up the developing hedgerow along Wayfarer’s Walk, and the High Water path.  This hedge is 
particularly important to shield feeding winter waders from disturbance at high tide. 
 
Hawthorn, Goat Willow, Dogwood, Rowan, Crab Apple and Bird Cherry have been planted in 
Hampshire Farm Meadow, many to thicken up the hedgerows there. 
 
Alders will be planted in Brook Meadow Local Nature Reserve in an ambitious project to 
improve the area of copse between the River Ems and Palmers Road car park. 
 
A few Beech, Hornbeam and English Oak were donated to our neighbours in West Sussex. 
The brand new Tree Warden group in Westbourne will plant these trees to be the start of new 
woodland on Monk’s Hill. 
 
The remaining whips will be grown on for future permanent planting – about 25 whips of 
Silver and Downy Birch, and a handful of Beech, Hornbeam and English Oak will become the first 
to grow on in our tree nursery in Emsworth.  Negotiations with Havant Borough Council are 
progressing with the help of Cllr Rivka Cresswell to allow a work party to access and clear and a 
secure, sheltered site for these “seed corn” Parkland trees of the future. 
 
 
Hayling by Eric Walker 

Mid January and there was a get together of the four Tree Wardens on Hayling Island and, with 
more new wardens lately, we will probably have another later this month. 

A start has been made massaging the HCC 
Street Tree data we have for entry into 
Treezilla, because the data we have is not 
in the required format.  

In January there were some preparations 
for planting the hedge trees along the 
Hayling Billy Trail by the HCC Ranger and 
Hayling Coastal Conservation Group (see 
photo). 

The plants are due to come in March, so 
planting could be in late March or early 
April. We have additionally been offered 
some 20 saplings, varieties not defined, 
also for delivery in March. We are looking 
for locations to plant them somewhere in 
Havant   
 
Did you get those photos of trees in the snow for next year’s calendar? 
 
The Sandy Point Woodland preparations continue, principally preparing the Woodland 
Management Plan and meeting interested parties.  Malinda Griffin has negotiated with Surrey 
Wildlife Trust the use of their tree poppers which I hope to use on the rhododendrons when we 
have permission to proceed. Some of the stems are over 4" diameter so it may be chain 
saw/contractor work. I would prefer to chip the arisings rather than burn.  I've been told chippers 
are for hire, so that and where to put the chippings is a whole new set of challenges.  However with 
the bird nesting starting soon it may be September before we can start.  

In respect of the ANOB, I was given the MAGIC address and was amazed how many layers of 
information (300+) were on there.  
Go to https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx to get started (wait for it to load) and then by 
ticking/unticking various tabs on the left you can look at the various designations etc. 
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Havant Horticultural Society 

The Society would like to plant five trees as a mini community orchard somewhere in Havant.  
Does anyone have ideas for suitable sites? 
 
We have also been offered a stand at the Society’s Summer Gardening Event on Saturday 15th 
June and we will be looking for helpers and ideas to make the stand interesting, so put the date in 
your diary. 
 
 
Cherry Trees for Schools 

The Japan Society is inviting schools in the UK to apply to be part of the Sakura Cherry Tree 
Planting Project to celebrate the friendship between Japan and the UK. 

The years 2019 - 2020 will mark the Japan-UK Season of Culture with activity in both countries to 
celebrate friendship and provide an opportunity for people to explore each other’s cultures and 
technologies in the run up to the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. 

The Project aims to plant over 1,000 trees in 2020.  Three varieties of Japanese sakura have been 
chosen by the Sakura Team based on such factors as the variation of colour, timing and historical 
significance. These are: Beni Yutaka, Tai Haku, and Somei Yoshino. 
 

 
 

 

Beni Yutaka 
A Japanese flowering cherry 
with solid pink blossom. The 
flowers are semi-double, with a 
distinctive dark central eye, 
and are distinctly fragrant on 
sunny spring mornings.  In 
autumn the leaves change to 
rich red-crimson. 

 

Tai Haku 
Sometimes known as the 
"Great White Cherry" due to 
the very large single white 
flowers.  Tai-Haku also has 
attractive dark bark, and the 
leaves turn yellow-orange in 
autumn. 
 
This is a form of the traditional 
Japanese garden cherry which 
died out in its native country, 
but was discovered growing in 
a garden south of London in 
the 1930s and identified from 
an 18th century Japanese 
painting.  All modern examples 
of this important variety are 
descended from the English 
tree. 

 
 

 

Somei Yoshino 
Blooming in early or mid spring 
for 2 to 3 weeks, its bare 
branches are smothered with 
clusters of slightly almond-
scented, single, pale pink 
flowers which fade to white as 
they age.   
 
All the flowers come out at 
once and fall at once.  They 
are followed by small, shiny, 
black fruits which are quickly 
devoured by birds.  
 
As the flowers wane, the ovate, 
dark green leaves emerge and 
create a fresh summer canopy.  

More information and the application form is available from 
www.japansociety.org.uk/45592/cherry-trees-for-schools/  

The closing date for applications is 28th February 2019.  
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Friends of Havant Cemeteries by Terry Smith 

 

Our task for January was clearing holly from 
around an Irish yew in the St Faith’s section of 
New Lane Cemetery.  Two well-established 
holly trees had grown close to the yew and 
berries had dropped and grown into a mass of 
smaller trees around the yew.  We cut the 
young holly trees back to ground level to reveal 
the shape of the yew.  
 
 
Diary Dates 
 
Saturday 9th February – Tree Planting at Newlands Conservation Space, Berewood 

Berewood School, Kentidge Way, Waterlooville PO7 3BE 10.00am – 3.00pm   

The children of Berewood Primary School have been growing trees in pots and they are ready to 
plant out to make an accessible copse for the community and young people to see grow and 
appreciate. 

Tools, training and refreshments will be provided.  Booking required.   

£5.00 optional donation with proceeds going towards Berewood Primary School PTA  
 
Please contact:  Colette Court Colette.court@tcv.org.uk  02380 402 593 
 
This activity was rescheduled from October. 
 
 
Bird Nesting season starts 1st March. Clean out the bird boxes before the end of February. 
 
 
Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images.  The 
ideal image size is 500KB or less. 

Please also let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see 
included. 

Deadline for next issue:  3rd March 2019 
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Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 

 

 


