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Consultation on Protecting and Enhancing England’s Trees and Woodlands  

Defra is seeking views on plans to introduce new measures for the process of felling street trees 
that make it clearer who is responsible for decisions and what process they should follow.   
 
The proposals include: 

♦ introducing new duties on local authorities to: 

♦ consult on the felling of street trees 

♦ report on tree felling and replanting 

♦ creating best practice guidance to support local authorities in drawing up, consulting on and 
publishing a Tree and Woodland Strategy  

♦ giving the Forestry Commission more powers to deal with illegal tree felling and strengthen 
protection of wooded landscapes 

 
The duty to consult is intended to ensure that members of the public are appropriately consulted on 
the felling of street trees, which can contribute positively to the quality of life for people in urban 
areas.  
 
The duty to report would require local authorities to collate and report information on the felling and 
replanting of trees in a uniform way. This would increase transparency and allow the government 
to monitor tree felling at a national level, helping to ensure the natural capital benefits of trees are 
maintained and enhanced. 
 
Tree and Woodland strategies would help local authorities to set out the principles that support 
their tree management activities, thus both increasing transparency and accountability and 
improving stakeholder and public engagement.   
 
The proposals are intended to contribute to the protection and enhancement of the natural 
environment and help deliver the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan.  
 
The duty to consult will apply to the felling of ‘street trees’.  For the purpose of this consultation 
‘street trees’ are defined as managed trees lining the highway within the urban environment.  
The duty to consult would not apply to other urban trees such as parks or public spaces or trees 
alongside roads not in urban settlements. 
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The Government has considered three different options for consultation.  Full consultation with 
notices being published online has been ruled out and the preference is for  

Option C: Closed Consultation with trigger point:  

♦ Consult on every tree proposed for felling during a four week closed consultation period.  

♦ A notice inviting consultation to be placed on the tree, letters sent to local residents in close 
proximity to the tree (100m2).  

♦ If more than 50% of respondents in the closed consultation disagree with the proposal this 
will trigger a full public consultation. 

 
Trees of special historic or cultural significance 
Trees designated as having special historic or cultural significance would automatically be subject 
to wider public consultation. To meet this definition trees would have to meet one of the following 
criteria. The tree may be:  

♦ culturally, historically, ecologically significant – such as veteran trees 

♦ linked to a person or event that is culturally or historically significant 
 
Exemptions 
Street trees are often felled for one of several common reasons which could be the basis for 
exemption from the duty to consult. 
1. Dangerous – presenting an immediate danger. 
2.   Responding to a pest or disease. 
3.   Dead.  
4.   Damaging - causing significant damage to apparatus for gas, electricity or water supply, where 

urgent access is required for repair; or causing significant damage and threatening the integrity 
of a footpath or carriageway to such an extent that it presents an imminent danger. 

5.   Young Trees Damaged/Failed - young trees (up to fifteen years old) which will be replaced 
within two years.  

 
The Government’s view is that dangerous trees, responding to a pest or disease and dead trees 
must be exempt from the duty to consult, because their prompt removal is necessary, but that 
damaging trees and young trees should not be exempt.  
 
Forestry Enforcement Measurements  
Nine measures are proposed to update the current felling licence system and address illegal 
felling.  In summary, they include giving the Forestry Commission powers to: 

♦ apply to the courts to direct land owners to replant trees on land where illegal felling has 
taken place 

♦ direct an individual to replant trees on land which they have subsequently sold 

♦ stop tree felling in an area while an investigation into illegal felling is taking place 

♦ compel the ‘owner’ to provide information with regard to who else has an interest 
(leasehold, tenant etc.) in the land.  

 
The other measures are: 

♦ Creating a legal requirement on the owner of land, where illegal felling has taken place, to 
notify the Forestry Commission if they sell the land. 

♦ New powers to identify and pursue a suspected instigator of illegal felling, where the person 
suspected of felling illegally is not the legal owner of the land.  

♦ Increased fines for illegal felling.  The current fine is £2,500 or twice the value of the trees 
felled, whichever is greater, and relates to a period when profit came from selling timber.  
Now the main incentive for illegal felling is to increase the value of development land. 

♦ Clarifying upon whom the Forestry Commission may serve a Restocking or Enforcement 
Notice in relation to companies that own the land.  

♦ Clarifying how Enforcement Notices are affected by a change in land ownership. 
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The consultation document is available from the Defra website at 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/forestry/protecting-trees-and-
woodlands/supporting_documents/treeswoodlandsconsultdocument.pdf 
 
An online survey for contributions to the consultation can be found at 
https://consult.defra.gov.uk/forestry/protecting-trees-and-woodlands/consultation/intro/ 
 
This is your opportunity to make your views known.  If you think other issues should be considered, 
for example TPO trees, now is the time to say so.  Please have a look at the consultation 
document and complete the survey.  Alternatively, if you let us know your thoughts they can be 
included in a group submission. 
 
The consultation opened on 30th December 2018 and responses must be received by 28th 
February 2019. 
 
 
 
Survey of Trees in St Mary’s Churchyard - Judy Valentine  

In the summer of 2018 Tree Wardens surveyed the trees in St Mary’s Churchyard, Church Road, 
Hayling Island.  They noted species, height, diameter and condition.  The surveys were led by Eric 
Walker, assisted by fellow Hayling Islander Judy Valentine and other tree wardens from across the 
Borough.  The results can be seen on Treezilla.com 
 

 

 
 
There are 114 trees in the churchyard. 
 
Of the 28 yews there are 14 with Tree 
Preservation Orders.  They include an ancient 
yew said to be over 2,000 years old as well as 
many veteran yews. 
 

 
 
 
As well as the veteran and ancient trees, St 
Mary’s Churchyard has a wealth of new trees, 
many planted in memory of loved ones. 
 
The trees of the Churchyard not only look 
beautiful, they also remove 13,938 kg of carbon 
dioxide from the atmosphere and filter 554,178 
litres of storm water every year. 
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Freshwater Ecologist Wanted 

Does anyone know of a Freshwater Ecologist who could carry out a wildlife survey of a seasonal 
pond in the Bat Copse off Long Copse Lane, Emsworth? 
 
A planning application for a housing development on the land next to the Bat Copse is expected 
soon, so the survey needs to be completed quickly.  Please contact Malinda if you can help. 
 
 
Tree Surveys – Eric Walker 

Happy New Year to all. This Christmas there was no snow, not even artificial snow, but we did 
have great fun with indoor snowballs! 
 
The work entering the tree data onto Treezilla continued.  Whenever we are out tree surveying the 
locals show an interest. The latest was at St Catherine's Court, a block of flats on Hayling, where a 
lady gave me her e-mail address for me to send her the Treezilla eco data.  The visit related to a 
TPO planning application, which, as usual, lead to quite a few comments, not least the hedge with 
rust for their gardener to attend to.  
 
The ownership of the woodland at Sandy Point, Hayling is complex, but clarification is in hand.  
Basically it is a TPO area, an AONB, some of it is a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation 
(SINC), it is designated as open space, but it is not a SSSI.  When we get access to the site I will 
be looking for some 'tree poppers' and loppers to deal with the rhododendrons, any offers?  
 
In January there will be preparations for planting the 100 hedge plants along the Hayling Billy Trail 
by the Hampshire County Council Ranger and Hayling Coastal Conservation Group. These plants 
are due for delivery in March.  
 
The survey work at Long Copse Lane is to be completed with the entry of the data onto Treezilla.  
A draft report has been produced in support of the Action Group's coloured brochure.  The usual 
concerns about the TPO trees applied, but, if the developers are to plant over 600 trees on the site, 
the question remains who is going to look after them in the long term, when the developers have 
gone and the trees are becoming mature.  If there is a formal planning application this month that 
suggests their 'ransom strip' has changed hands. 
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Tree Poppers – An Explanation 
 

 

 
The Tree Popper is a tool for pulling out 
unwanted woody species without the need to 
dig out the roots, avoiding the possibility of 
damaging the roots of nearby plants and saving 
time and effort. 
 

 
How it works  
Place the jaws of the Tree Popper on either side of the stem, a few inches above the ground, then 
drop or push the Popper down to locate the base of the stem.  Lock the jaws by applying 
downward pressure to the top of the handle.  Once the jaws are locked on to the stem, continuous 
downward pressure then levers the plant with the roots out of the ground. If ground cover is 
present around the base of the stem, restricting removal, a root saw is used to sever the roots. 
 

 

Place stem between jaws of Popper 
and drop to base of stem. 

 

Lock jaws and pop. 
 

 
The Tree Popper comes with a detachable big foot Plate (BFP) which is bolted on when working 
on soft or spongy ground when the foot piece sinks lower than the base of the stem of the plant 
being popped.  The BFP can also be hooked on without the bolts for occasional use or placed side 
on to the stem.  If the BFP is not needed, it is best to leave it off as it can hook onto other 
vegetation growing around the plant to be removed. 
 

 

Big Foot Plate attached. 
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The tree popper is available in three sizes. 

 

  
Dimensions 

 
Weight 

Removes 
stem 

diameter 

Large 1440 x 350 x 100mm 9 kg 5mm – 50mm 

Medium 1100 x 250 x 100mm 7 kg 5mm – 30mm 

 
Mini   950 x 150 x 100mm 3 kg 5mm – 20mm 

Information and photos supplied by Alan Martin - Nature Conservation Services  
 
 
 
Recruitment Poster 

Judy Valentine has designed a poster to encourage new tree wardens.  The QR code links to the 
e-mail address.  The poster has been displayed on notice boards at three places on the Hayling 
Billy Trail and in Mengham village and it has already resulted in several enquiries.  A version has 
been prepared for Emsworth and will be displayed on local civic notice boards.  The poster can be 
customised for other Borough areas on request.  If you could display a poster in your area, please 
let us know. 
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PAWARA Environment Group started the year 
by digging out invasive laurel and holly from the 
woodland at Widley Gardens, Purbrook. 

Photos:  Terry Smith 
 

Newsletter Contributions 

Please submit newsletter contributions to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 

Photographs illustrating articles or photographs on their own (with captions) would be appreciated.  
If you are not the photographer, please check you have permission and say who is so that credit 
can be given.  To keep file sizes manageable, please avoid sending high resolution images.  The 
ideal image size is 500KB or less. 

Please also let us know if you have ideas for future articles or subjects you would like to see 
included. 

Deadline for next issue:  3rd February  
 
 
Would you like your own copy of this newsletter? 

If this newsletter was forwarded to you and you would like to request your own copy, please send 
an e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Membership of Havant Borough Tree Wardens 

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in trees.  We do not currently charge a membership 
fee and, although we need members who want to be involved in practical tasks or the running of 
the network, we also welcome supporters.  If you would like to become a member, please request 
a membership application form by e-mail to hbctreewardens@gmail.com 
 
 
Donations 

If you would like to make a donation to Havant Borough Tree Wardens, payments can be made 
into our bank account. 

Account No: 84937017 
Sort Code: 55-70-34 

Please include your name as a reference. 


