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WORKING
PARTIES
BACK IN

FULL SWING
FOLK assist in Cheltenham
Borough Council's award as a
Beacon Council 2001 -2002
Mantaintng a Qualtu Enviannent

CBC has been awaaded the status of Beacon CoLrncil in
recognition of its work wlth the environment. Julius
Marstrand and Andy Gl bert have put a presentation of
the work that FOLK have done to date This wl be held
on 2Blh September and attended by Councillors and
counclwofters from many parts ofthe country. t is
hoped to run the presentation at the FOLK AGN/I in
October

After the closure of the hill at the start of the
year. it is great to see how quickly the
working padv progfarnn.e has teen
restarted. The picture (top left) shows the
clearance work at the top of Charlton Kings
Comraon that was comp eted over the
August bank holiday weekend A big thank
you goes out to all members who were
invo ved in this work and a particular mention
'o- JoHr Daul Nonh and rhe Nonh 'ar y in
general, for their efforts and support with
both iabour and equipment Inside you can
find out more about howyou can he p and
what is planned for the future

The views exptessed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the Executive Catnmittee of FALK
News. views and genercl camments are always welcomed and should be addressed fo-
The Hon. Secretary, Nlr Jack Shepherd, Rainbaw Cottage. Leckhamptan Hill. Cheltenham, GL53 gQJ

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO DATE?
. Successful working pad es
. Continuation of Slte Management Sub-Committee
. A rufirber of meetings w th bolh che tenham

Borough Councillo agree the nexl slage oflhe
Site IVlanagement P an

. FOLK presentatlon at the CBC Beacon day

WHAT IS PLANNED FOR THE FUTURE?
Work nq Padles meet at Tramway Collage car park at
9:30am and 2:00 pm (Sundays only). October 11" &
28". November 8'^ & 25'h. December 13".
FoLK AG[/ - 22"' october 2001 @ 7:3opm in the
main hall of Leckhampton Pdmary School. Hall Road.
It is hoped that Vlary King frcm ihe RoW office will be
giving a talk and the CBC Beacon presentat on will
also be shown
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Committee News

As we develop as an organisation. i1 is lmpodant that all inlerest groups are rcpresented, padiculaT y on the Executive

Committee. New blood is also jmportant- and we w I belookingforvolunteersornominationstoslendlortheExecullve
committee ai the FoLK AGN/ in October.
Sheila Chaplln stood down from ihe comm ttee eadier this year and three olhers wiLl follow at the AG[/1. So we wou]d like

to take this oppodunity ofthanking [/laureen Pe]rce and D ane James for their help and supporl over the last year

I have also decided thal it is tjme for me to make way for someone else to continue wlth the Newsletter and general

publicity and too will be standing down at the AGi\,4. I have produced the frci 5 Newsletterc and set up the FoLK web

s te. I f;el that my oriqlnal goal has been achieved and we are therefore looking for someone to carry on wiih this

pubjlcation. The next edition is due out in time for Chistmas. so if you are interested, please contacl the Hon Secretary,

IVlr Jack Shephed
As a regular user of the hill I wlll be continuing 10 act as a guardian' and will active y get nvolved again should there be

any ch;qes that are not in line with ihe stated objectives I shall remain a keen supporler of recreational activities on

the hiLl and wl I also continue with the web siie which has been a litile neglected overthe surnmer months

Andy Gilbert

Committee Contacts

Ju ius l\,4arstrand has now seen the light and moved
from Block ey to charton Kings
The Executive Commillee members are al llsted
below. and waiting for your feedback:

Julius lvlarstrand (Chair)
Jul us@marstrand.co.uk
Jack Shepherd (Secretary)

rqa!g!c!b-eE@b1ro!q!.e!.c. arr
Anne North (Treasurer),

c.!Is]1l@lc4&ru&n$!9rc9 !l
i$dy Ffi:si-ljo:land
Shelaqh Hallaway
Tony l\4eredith
Ailan Wood

lf you wish to add your name to this list, please
contact Jack Shepherd on 01242 515902

Recreation

As Che tenham Borough Council coniinue to work with
FOLK in the preparation of the Sile I\,'lanagement Plan,
it is impoatant to recoqnise ihe cuffen1 and possib e
future recteationaluses ofthe hilLand common. The
consultant bdef has been prepared and makes speciflc
reference to the following recreational acllvities:

Walking. rambling
iountain biking

Overnlght camping
Hang-gliding and parascending
Fly ng of model aircrafl
Florse riding
Toboqqaning & skilng
Gurded wa Ks.

There have aLso been some discussions lalely overthe
use of motorised vehlcles on pads of ihe hill and
common. Whi st this is nol something that FOLK wou d
actively support, lt must be remembered that there are
cedain pafis ofthe hillthat do have some rights ofway
for motorised vehicles. We are trylng to get cladty on

these issues as it is not in line wiih our stated objective
to promote such use.
With winter approaching, and hopefully a blt of snow, it
ls good to report that Cheltenham Borough Council are
planning to make a new access route inlo ihe top of
Daisy Bank field to a low cuttlng equipment in to conlro
the rapid groMh of scrub and bushes that limil the
tobogganing runs Let's hope this happens before the
firct fal of snow ThiswilLalsoassstlnprovding
lmproved segregat on between waLkers and mountain
bikers who currently are forced lnto using the same
paths

Andy Gilbe.t

AlanGill (above), FOLKmemberand regular cont butortothehistorysecton oflhis Newsletter, has been

recognised for his work, along wilh hrs co league Eric L4iller. by the cheltenham Afls counc l. The award was for

the ;ce lent book on LECKHAI,4PTON as part ofthe Britain in old Photographs sedes The presentation took
place in the Pillar Room at chellenham Town Hall and was hosted by Tlm Brooke-Taylor of The Goodies fame.

The pictlrre above is lrom the Gloucestershire Echo

Alan and Eric and bolh membels oflhe Leckharnplon Local History Society who have jusl released a new

pub icalion Research Bu leUn No 2 Autumn 2001 paced at €4. This publication along wilh many others are

availade n local bookshoDs or from LLHS on 01242 522566



Work Party Review

It is now a year since our firs{ work party in
Seplernber 2000 and despite the reskictions
due to Fool and A,4outh, wh ch kept us oflthe
hillfor around 16 weeks. we have managed 7
Sunday work padles with an average of 12

members taking pad. An €dditional 6 working
padies, in laie August . cut back and cleared
the grassland on the hill top overlooklng the
eastern end of Daisybank Road. This involved
a further 18 man days. OLrrthanks go to ihe
Nodh fam ly who provided the firachlnery and a

lr rge pafl of rhe ldbour ro Loro elp ll'e lr(l
Our early work parties mainly involved the
removal of scTub frcm gtassland on the loweT
slopes of the hill above Daisybank Road and
the clearance offootpaths leading towards
Sardy -a le. OtTe-work l_a: rnulud"d,l"aring
encroachinq scrub along the cotswold way
above Charlton Kings Common and the
lnsta ation of 4 notice boaTds in the various car
parks which werc also clearcd of litter. We
were suppofled in our c eatance work by 2
cotswold Walden woft pafi es in December
a(r year wF will bewelforirg rl_pr bd( Ll

the next few months 10 conlinue the task.
ln the cominq few monlhs we wiL be
concentrating on further scrub cleaTance and
foolpaths. These elfods wl I be suppoated by
work to be carried out in October by
contractors. whlch was previously postponed
due to Foot and [,4outh reslriciions.
A full list of the work parties forthe cominq
months is shown beiow We have now
inlroduced a monthly midweek work pady on a
Thursday morning which cou d be extended
into the aftemoon ifthere is sufficient suppoit.
The Sunday work padies wil conunue to be
split into moming and aflemoon sessions.
meeting at Tramway cottage car park (see
below for trmes).
Flnally, we have now purchased a small
selection oftools to supplement individual
members tools and further purchases will be
made as funds become avarlable.

Il4idweekWork Parties W€ekend Wo* Pafties

Thursday 11t October Sunday 28b october
Thursday 8'h November Slnday 25i, November

ThlBday l3h December Sunday 27r January

Thlsday 10i'January Sunday 24ri February

fhursday 14ri Febrlary Srnday 24h l\4arch

Th!lsday l4ri l\4arch

Please note revised meeting tmes for all
moming work parties is 9:30 am. Sunday
afiernoon work parties met al2:00 pm P ease
meet at Tramway Collage car Park

Keeping The Hill Open For People & Wildlife

I was delighted to join the committee members of FOLK for a walk on
Leckhamplon H ll and Chalton Kinqs Common rccently I was slruck
by the knowledge and enthusiasm of ihe group and the broad mnge
of interests it represents. The growth of FOLK s nce the initial public

meeting back in Septerfber 1999 has been impressive, with more
than 240 memberc to date, regu at workdays. a newslettet and even
a web sitel This to me highlights the local impo.tance of the Hlll, for
many reasons. to the people of Leckhampton. Chelenham and the
sullounding area
The site is also important nationally for ils ch and var ed wlldlife and
as such has been designated a Site of Special Scientific lnterest
(SSSI) by Enqlish Naiure under the WidLife and Counln/side Act
1981 Leckhampton Hill and Chadton Kiners Common was orig naly
designated an SSSI jn 1954 on account of ts extensive unlmproved
limestone grassland and assoc ated fealutes, including scrub,
woodland and geolog cal nlercst.
As with most sites the Hil needs management. wh ch is no mean feat
on a site of more lhan 50 hectares. ln lhis respect, the emergence of
FOLK is iimely and English Nature is looking to work closely with
FOLK and Cheltenham Borough Councillo ensure that management
takes boih the wildlife interesl and the inleresls of local users lnto
account A vital part of this will be the prcduction of a new
[/lanaqement Plan soon to be commissioned by the Borough Council.
Athough the new Countryside and Rights ofWay Act 2000 is perhaps
best known for the heated discussions concernlng therighttoroam,
it has also provided some long awailed strengthening of the
protection given 10 sss s There is now a ptovision fot prosecuting
third pafiy damage to a site and the Act paces a much greater
responsib ily on owners to manage s tes appropriately for wildllfe. As
pafl of this, the government has set an ambiiiolrs target to achieve
"favourahle condition" on 95% of sssls by 2010. ln lhe case of
cotswold Grass and sites such as Leckhampton Hill, favourab e

condition can only be achieved by livestock grazing. 11 is grazing that
has glven us the unique range of plants and animals that we see on
the Hil today and grazing that wil ensure their long term survival.
Since the cessation of grazing on the Hill, there has been a steady
increase in coarse grass, scrub and woodland Aeia photographs
show a much more open Common in the past and hislorical
viewpoints have been ost to trees. Of course English Nature has
noihing against trces and scrub and ndeed some of the species that
make the hill impo.tant. such as grasshoppeT warblers and white
hel ebodne, tely on scrub and woodland. However, this must not be at
the expense of open species-rich grussland and associated species
such as rfusk orchid, frog orchid and the chaik-hill bue buttefly.
Records show that a I these species have declined on the Hill and
others may have lleen losi atogether.
Much has changed s nce the days when sheep and cattle were a

regular sight on the Hil and any re-intrcducuon of grazing would need
to be very carefully managed. Appropr ate livestock. suitab e
galeways and carefully sited fencing are just some of the
considetations. Howevet, thete ate some good examples of siies in

the Colswo ds where grazing animaLs have been successfully re-
introduced including sites with established recreatlonal use. English
Nature s confldent thai public access can be successfully combined
with appropriate management for wildlife and looks foMard to workinq
closely with FOLK to enabLe this happen.

Patt Ha.kman is the Cansewa an afficetfot(he Cats'Nalds in
Gioucestershlre EngtEh Nature is th-- gavernment agency that champians
the cans-.Natian ofwildlife and naturalfeatures thraughaut Engian.l. Because
af its statutary protectian wotks an lhe Camman require (he consenl af
English Nature beforethey cantake place



HISTORY
Le.khampton Hill Riots an adcle byAndy Glbeft

ln 1894 when H enry Da e acqu red the h ll from the Trye family. access to the h , which had lor so lofg been taken lor granled. was severe y

lested wher Dale wrote to the RjalD sldct Councllrefus ng to admlt to afy rghts oiway Ths aflected nolon ythe genera vstolstoiheh lbut

a so a nLfnber of prominent people whose property backed onto the h ll. Alter rnuch egal debate tt e more happened uni DaLe built a house,

Tramway Cottaqe, ior hls quan] foreman W iarn Cratchley. on an open space atthefoo! of the l,4dde nc ne ol the tramway However this spot

was an od gruve ptlhatwas regu a y usedlor al rnannerofrecrealona plrposes At holiday lmesyou couldfnd coconLlt shies, skltl es and al

manner ol stalls The ocat on of the new Tramway Cottage destroyed the s le and virtlal y b ocked the me n footpalh to the h

By I 899 Dale had also fenced off the northern s opes oi the hl , do\an to Da sybank Road When in 1 901, there had sti been very itt e aclon

fronr the Rural D stict Council. Dale began obstrLrct ng other loolpalhs and sU there was no rcsponse from the RDC Act on on y began when

Dorothea Beale the headm skess oi Che tenham Lad €s Co ege angered by the redLrced access to the hi for h€r g rls, instructed Da e to

rcmove the fu rnerous pianos h red from h s cornpany She a so wrot€ to the Town C eri( prompt ng the f rst of nrany sub-comrn ttees lo ook nto

the s tLration The public however, foLr rd the ack of progress rather 1oo mlch and gathered on the h n1902 padaly desiroy ng some of th€

fences n JLry oithe same yeara s m ar crowd gathered and tore down thefences around Tramway Cottage. Th s trne the po cewere nvoved

and four r ngleaders iound themse ves n courtcharged with obstrLrcton Rather surprs ngy allwere acq! tled and they, aloig with others,

became known as the "Leckhampton Stalwans'

On 15,i J Lriy 1 902 a arge crowd lathered wh ch grew as it approached the h li Al1er stopp ng al the l'lalvern nn in Leckhanrpton Road lnow a

pr vate holse) where a ltlr fi,loL]rlon us ng a cart as a p atfoffn, roLrsed the crowd nto greater exciternent after which they moved on to T€mway

Cottaoe in Da sybank Rosd The occlpants were elected as was the fLrrn 1u re wh ch was set a ght together wllh the hous€ The hoLrse was later

razecltothegroLrfdwthnosloneeflslandngTherewasapocepresefce,buttheyietpowedesstoaclaganstslrchaargemobandno
po.! -Lo o o,tedr' q- " o o-"b'- d"-
nAugustoithesameyeartheRDCagantredtor€sovethedsputesovertherghtsofwayontheh.Thepubc.howeverweresllllrustrated

by apparent lack of any progress or aciion again saw ft to Temove a new ban er erected near ihe ste ol Tramway Cottage. Th s was a we

behaved gather ng and lt was eft to Waller Ba llfger to cLrt down the obslruction. This prornpted Da e lo take fulther act on v a the High Colrt and

writswere ssued tofve men inc ud ng Balinger. Thetralwes duetobe n Lo|don. athough every efiol,t was rnade bythe defence to movethe

tr a to G oucester EventLral y, act on aga nst four ol the nren was drcpped leavl|g only Ballingels as a test case Da e s la\ryer wanted to nvolve

the RDC who were concerned about the potentia ofcosty ega balt e eventualylhe RDC s la$ryers advised that un ess theydefended ther

cas€, they would be ba red irorn cla m ng any pLrb ic rights ol way on the h A loint defence was then set up between the RDC and Ba nger

wheretheyagreedtoccncentEteo'rthreelootpalhsandthe'rightsofrecreation'Thedeiencefund.paniculadyforBalngerwasbegnnngto
cause some concern w th vafols methods to raise addit onal money tr ed withoLrt oreat sLrccess However towards the end oi I 903 Ball nger and

others found themseves n Goucester cao fo owl'rg an earlierincidert invoving Tramway Collage gardei Fo owing an appeal n the Echo,l75

was ra sed lo re €ase the men and they were a olt in Decembr of the same year

The onq awailed 1r al Ihe I -"ckhanplan Quarnes Ca v Ealttnger and The Chellenhan Rurai Dis]ficl Caunc| oegan ll London on 29'f Apr 'l !44
The triailasted unti l2hMaywlhlheRDCwnnnglscaseforthethreeioolpathsbulBalngerosnghsroutes.Daegothisefcosl.llebui
Ia ed n pr€vent ng the RDC lrom makrng luture claims. As the lldge had not def ned the three pLrb lc footpalhs Da e reb! t Tra mway Cottage ln

ts otd pos t on O I cood Fr day 1 906 an afc ry crowd of some two thousand gath€red at lhe cottage C har es Banett addressed the crowd " lvlen

of Leckhampton, we are here loday to asseftour nghts Ourfootpath s €led off. butwe are going lo wat untilthe propertme belore we do any

damage.' When hearing th s. Ba nger shouted 'We a€ going to have the cottage dirwn now s lhe tirne ' The crowd app auded and act on

lo owed quickly The destruction of 1902 was about to be repeated. The po ce hurriedly caled lpon G B Wtls, a oca magistrate, who with

mxedfeelngs began to read the RotAct Severa arcsts were made wh ch resu ted n eghlmen receivng prson seniences rang ng fromfoutto

sir monlhs Ba linger left pdson on 24 h October I 906 to no great welcome as t appeared that peop e were beqinning to see the iut llly ol ludher

strugg €s Hostlit es slowy laded away and lwas eventLaly other events nameLy the co lapse oi the Leckhamplon Quaffes Co that ed to the

hillberng pLrchased by the Town Council afd the reopen ng oi the dghls otway
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